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JOHN WILKES, Esq, 



MR. WILK£^ BUECTBD ALDERMAN OP THB 
WARD OF FARRINODON WITHOUT* 

A. VACANCY in the court of aldermen 
having h^pened by the death of sir Francis 
Crosling, a number of freemen of this ward 
immediately proposed to elect Mr. Wilkes. 
The design was warmly approved ; and, on 
the 2d of January, 1769, he was elected; 
But some mistake, in point of form, having 
been made, the election was declared void ; 
^nd another was appointed, which took 
place on the 27th of the same month, 
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titions from Middlesex, London, Westmur- 
ster^ and Southwark, were presented against 
colonel Luttrell, the house resolved, on the 
8th of May, ^^ that Henry Lawes Luttrell, 
esquire, is duly elected a knight of the 
shire to serve in this present parliament 
for the county of Middlesex.'* 

Thus ended, to use the words of Mr. 
Burk^, "the fifth act of this tragi comedy : 
— a tragi-Gomcdy acted by his majesty's ser- 
vants, at the desire of several persons of 
quality, for the benefit of Mr. Wilkes, and 
at the expence of the constitution*." 

* Several very able and learned tracts were written, 
on this subject ; the principal of which were— 
Mx. GrenvilleV Speech dn the 3d of February, 1769. 
Mr. Wilkes's answer, entitled " A Letter to Mr. 

Grenville/* 

" A fair Trial of the Important Question ;** very ge- 
nerally, but very unjustly, injputed to lord Camden. 
It was written by Mr. Mackintosh, a barrister, and par* 
ticular friend of lord Temple. 

" The Question Slated,'' by sir William Meredith. 

Tlie Answer, by judge Blackstone, 

''The 
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ffOClETY OP ^^ SUPPORTERS OF THE EILfc 

OF BIGHTS." 

XJL NUMBBB of independent gentlement 
members of paHiament, eminent merchanta^ 
considerable traders, and other persons of 
property^ feeling the liberties and privilege 
of their fellow-subjects deeply wounded by: 
the arbitrary conduct and proceedings of 
government, formed themselves into a so- 
ciety, with the professed view of supporting^- 
Mr. Wilkes ; and a committee was appoini:-^ 
•d to carry the same into execution through* 
out the kingdom^ 

The first meeting of thia society was held 
at the London Tavern, on the flOth of Feb- 

" The Case of the Middlesex Election/' by j. Dyson, 
MP.. 

" Serious Considerations on a late Important Decision/! 
by Edward Weston, Esq. writer of the gascette. 

'' False Alarm/' by Dr. Johnson. 

The Answer by Mr. Rosenhagen* 

Junius*s Letters. 
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ruary, IJrfiQ ; when a subscription was made 
by the gentlemen present, amounting to 
3028L 

A second pieeting was held at the same 
place, on the 25th of the same month ; when 
they assumed the name of " Supporters of 
the Bill of Rights.*' The preamble to the 
subscription-paper and the circular letter^ 
ran in these words : 

^ Whereas John Wilkes, esq. has sufFer- 

* ed very greatly in his private fortune, from 

* the severe and repeated pef secutions he has 

m 

^ undergone in behalf of the public ; and as it 
' seems reasonable to us, that the man who 
^ suffers for the public good, should be sup- 
^ ported by the public ; we,' &c. &c. 

To the circular letter t 

^ The public are, therefore, called upon 
^ by every tie of gratitude and humanity, so 

* prevalent in British hearts, to raise' an ef- 
^ fectual barrier against such oppression, to 
^ rescue Mr. Wilkes from his present incum- 

* brances, and to render him easy and inde- 

* pendent,' 
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The third meeting of the society was on 
the 7 th of March, at the same place, when 
a committee was appointed to inquire into 
the several demands upon Mr. Wilkes ; and 
300L W9S immediately sent to Mr. Wilkes 
for his present use. 

At the ninth meeting of the society, which 
was on the 6th of June, it appeared, that 
45531. had been expended in the composi- 
tion of debts for Mr. Wilkes : a further 
sum of 25001. was ordered to be issued by 
the treasurers, for the continued composition 
of Mr. Wilkes*s debts ; and SOOl. more was 
sent to Mr. Wilkes for his personal use. 
After which the society adjourned to the 
lOth of October. 

A journal of the several meetir^s of the 
society, and of the business transacted in 
each is not necessary here. It will be 
sufficient to state, in general terms, the 
principal heads of the result. 

On the 17th of April, 1770, Mr. Wilkes 
was released from his imprisonment. 

B 5 
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At this time^ the accounts of the society 
stood thus : 

Debts of Mr. Wilkes discharged^ 

upwards of - - - - £.1 2,00O 
Etection expences - - - 2^Q73 
Two fines ---.-. 1,000 
To Mr. Wilkes for his support, l,00a 
And 6,821 1. of debts remained to be 
compounded. 

During the summer of 1770, the society 
compounded this remaining sum of 6,821 1.* 
except about 200l. due at Aylesbury f. 
Much obloquy was cast on Mr. Wilkes con- 
cerning this debt. He had been trtasurer 
to the Foundling-hospital, when member 
for Aylesbury. Some debts had been con- 
tracted for the use of the hosptial, whidi 
Mr. Wilkes had not discharged, although 

* It has been supposed^ that ihe society received 
considerable assistance from some great people. It is 
proper to correct this mistake ; and lo declare, that the 
society never received the smallest assistance from any 
party, or great man, in administration, or opposition. 

f In a short time afterwards, three members of the 
society went to Aylesbury, aud compounded tliis remnant^ 
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Be had received the mcttfiey. This matter 
was called a breach of trust ; hut Mr» 
Wilkes's own account of it is in these words*: 

** The whole of the affair is this — ^be was to 
pay the tradesmen's billsat Aylesbury* The 
hospital issued the nioney : the tradesmendid 
not call for it every quarter ; and it was left: 
in Mr. Wilkes's handSi When Mr. Wilkes 
went abroad, all his private a6fkir8 were in 
the hands of Mr. Cotes; who was afterwards 
a bankrupt himself, and a great sufEerer." 

In what light Mr. Wilkes stood with" re- 
spect to the tradesmen of Aylesbury, may 
be seen from the following letter^ sent to 
their repre- en tatives at the time when it was 
currently reported that Mr. Wilkes would 
not be permitted to take hisseat in parliament. 

" To John Durandy esq.* 



'' SIB^ 



•* Fully persuaded that the clemency of 
the best of princes will, if necessary, be at 



* Another copy of this letter was directed to Antony 
Bacon, esq., the other member for Aylesbary, 
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length exerted in favour of Mr. Wilkes, we 
hope that, should an attempt be made to de- 
prive him of his seat in parliament, you will5 
from your connection with us, who are sin- 
cere in our friendship for him, prefer lenity, 
and from your regard to the public, justice to 
his constituents, before rigour and severity ; 
and use your utmost endeavours to prevent 
the success of such a measure. 



t€ 



. , , ^' We are. Sir, 

Ayksbury, 

April 30, 1768/' your Hiost humble servants, 

EDWARD TERRY JOHN STEPHENS 

WILLIAM HICKMAN WlLLIAM PUGH ' 

JOHN DELL BENJAMIN BATES 

DEV. DAGNALL, JUN. JOHN PLOMER 

RICHARD TERRY ROD. HOBBES 

JOHN SMITH THOMAS HILL 

JOSEPH GRIMES JOHN HILL 

THOMAS KIRBY WILLIAM BROOKE 

JOHN PERKINS JOHN RUSSELL 

JOHN BRETT THOMAS SMITH 

DANIEL LATHWELL E. PRICE 

JOHN TURREY JOHN WOODCOCK 

FRANpIS HOWSE H. STONE 

HENRY RUSSELL ROBERT PATTEN 

JOHN PRESTON ROBERT JExMMET 

ROBERT NEALE, FRANCIS NEALE 

JOHN BURNHAM HEN. SHERIFE.'* 



JOHN WILKSS^ ESa. 13 

It is proper in this place to statei Mr.. 
Wilkes's pecuniary situation at the time of 
his enlargement. He had an estate of 700I. 
a year: out of which 200l. was payable 
to Mrs. Wilkes ; and an annuity of 150l. 
to Mr, Reynolds his attorney, he having 
purchased the same for lOOOl. — so that there 
remained to Mr. Wilkes no more than 350K 
a yean It is true, he had now received 4000U 
from lord Halifax : but of this sum, 12001. 
was paid to Mr. Reynolds for law charges ; 
and 800l. were paid to liquidate some debts 
concerning the Bucks militia, when Mr. 
Wilkes was theit colonel. Respecting the 
other 2000I., Mr. Wilkes stated to the 
committee of the society, that he was ready 
to submit the application of thait sum to 
themselves ; but the committee thought it a 
private business, in which they did not 
choose to interfere. 

When Mr. Wilkes was emancipated, and 
his debts were compounded, a considerable 
party in the society thought the object of 
its institution was accomplished. Mr. Wilkes 



14 HEBTOIRS 09 

and his friends thought otherwise. The so- 
ciety had not^ they said, made him easy and 
independent^ according to the original en- 
gagement, stated in the preamble. The 
members differed \'ery much with each other 
upon this point r many seceded ; and at 
length the society dissolved. 



MR. WILKES S ENLARGEMENT. 

On the 17th of April, 177^0, the se- 
curities for Mr. Wilkes's good behaviour 
being given, and his fines paid, he was dis- 
charged from his confinement. Next day 
he published two addresses, one to his con- 
stituents in the county of Middlesex, the 
other to his constituents in the city of Lon-i 
don ; which were much admired, and which 
the reader will find in the note.* 



*TO THE GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, AND FREEHOLDERS, 
OF THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I OBEY ll^e strong impulse of a lively gratitude, when 
I thus employ the first moments of my liberty to Ihank 



On the 24th of April he was sworn^ 

I M I I ■■-■■■> ■ ^^ .1 II. _^^__^^j__>_^.^^_^ 

yon for the many ficivours you have conferred on mc^ 
during a long, cruel,- and unmeriled imprisonment. My 
sufferings, the two last years, were endeared to me, as 
\^'ell as rendered truly honourable, by the support and^ 
protection of the friends of freedom.^ The trial was^ 
indeed, long and severe, but the most happy cense- 
quences have followed. The fevouraUe opinion you 
were pleased at first to entertain of my mtegrity and 
fortitude, has been confirmed on a variety of occasions-; 
and I have experienced as frequent proofs of your un« 
wearied zeal for your country, and steady regard to me. 
I will go OR with the same spirit,, in the cause of a brave 
and free people. To their service, to the •defence of the 
laws, and to the preservation of the religious and civil 
liberties of the whole British empire,, the remainder of 
my life shall be dedicated. I rely solely and entirely on 
your protection^ and I will form no connection which 
may, in the smallest degree, warp me from my duty to 
you, either as the dependant of a minister,, or even as the 
servant of the crown : for I think a representative of the 
people ought to be perfectly free and unbiassed, in order 
more effectually to keep every minister in awe, and to 
oppose every encroachment of the prerogative, against 
which the -house of commons was established as a firm 
l)arrier. I will therefore know no influence in parlia- 
ment but that created by tlie constitution, that of the 
constituents over their representative; and I do not mean 



• 
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as alderman of the ward of Farringdon- 
without^ at Guildhall 

to acknowledge any other constituents than these pft*/ 
triotic friends^ by whose favour I am the legal member^ 
for the county of Middlesex. 

I reflect^ gentlemen, with great satisfaction, that the 
many tedious months of my harsh confinement were not 
uselessly employed in the common cause of public free*- 
dom. I have enjoyed in prison the fruits of my long 
labours; the glory of destroying that dreaded engine of 
arbitrary power, so cruelly employed of late, and so 
often fatal to our countrymen — a general warrant. After 
every delay of privilege and chicane from May, 1763> 
an upright jufy in last November declared a secretary 
of state guilty. No punishment, however, has reached 
that first and great offender. The treasury paid the fine, 
and the whole expence of the prosecution ; and he has 
been even rewarded with the custody of the privy seal. 
The very superior abilities of my worthy colleague, Mr, 
Serjeant Glynn, were exerted through the whole of this 
important cause. To his indefatigable zeal, and love of 
legal liberty, every subject of this empire has the most 
essential obligations. I have taken care that all th^ 
proceedings in this great struggle of the people against 
the usurped power of ministers, shall be entered in the 
proper court ; and I hope the record will remain unaltered 
to our latest posterity, as a complete triumph of liberty 
over despotisin. 
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He rented part of a furnished house at 

I feel, with indignant sorrow, that I have not been 
equally successful in another national concern which I 
had at heart — I mean, a strict parliamentary inquiry into 
the horrid massacre of our countrymen in St. George's- 
Fields, oathe fatal 1 0th of May, 1768. I gave to the 
public all the original papers respecting that wicked 
shedding of innocent blood, by which the land is defiled; 
and I offered to bring the evidenoe to the bar of the- 
house o( commons. The only hope which now re- 
mains to us, is, that the virtue of a .future parliament^, 
faithful to the trust reposed in them by the people, will- 
soon pursue the murderers ; that justice will at length- 
overtake them ;, and that the most shocking of all crimes 
will not be left unpunished. The horror of the action 
is still fresh in the mind of every man of humanity ; and 
I hold it to be the greatest reproach of our age and na« 
tion, that so many of our fellow-subjects have been basely 
murdered by an inhuman soldiery in. St. George's Fields^ 
and other hired ruffians at Brentford, without a single 
victim to the public justice of our country,, to the future se- 
curity of our lives, or to the violated laws of God and man. 

The state of this county, gentlemen, is truly alarm* 
ing. The house of commons have not only rejected a 
member chosen by a majority of the freeholders^ but 
likewise obtruded upon you a person whom you never 
elected. They have openly assumed the whole legisla* 
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Fulham> for the benefit of the air^ and: 



live power. By their vote they have declared an inca- 
pacity ^ where the law of the land and common right 
lendered the party eligible to parliament. This pro-- 
ceeding is a direct attack both on the form and essence 
of the constitution; a flagrant violation of the funua* 
mental privileges of Englishmen 5 and a robbery com- 
mitted on every elector of the kingdom, even in the- 
most invaluable of all bis possesions, the right of repre- 
sentation in the house of commons. You have p^/i- 
tioned, you have remonstrated, in the spirit of true sont 
of liberty ; but in vain. The reason is most manifest*. 
The measure of my expulsion and incapacity was pre« 
viously settled in the cabinet ; and only brought to par- 
liament by the minister in order to go through the com-* 
mon forms, as other business in the usual course of the' 
sfession. The nation, however, are not the dupes of this 
artifice, and they regard the present house of commons 
as no longer a just and fair representative of the collec- 
tive body of all the electors of this united kingdom ; and, 
therefore, they do not hold that the power and authority 
of a legal house of parliament is inherent in the as- 
sembly now sitting at Westminster. 

I am happy, gentlemen, to leave a hateful prison 
without the least spark of anger or resentment against 
the authors of all my sufferings. I have no malice nor 
tevenge to gratify. I feel no passion but that ,of grati^^ 
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wbile his own house in Prince's-court was* 
repairing* 



Uide to my friends r and my only enemies shall be those 
of my country ; those who still^manifest a rooted, unre-- 
lenting ma]icc,.against the liberties of this kingdom^ and^ 
who endeavc'ur to intail slavery on us and our posterity^ 
If my persecutions are not yet ended, I will continue tO' 
bear up as a man, firm and determined in the best of 
causes; nor, for your sakes, will I scruple to dare all the- 
vengeance of those wretched ministers, who are noviF 
t^e rulers- over us,, but possess neither the confidence- 
nor the e^eem of Ih^ people. If hi^ msyesty be gra- 
ciously pleased to listen to the cries of a loyal but In- 
jured nation, and to remove a most corrupt and desp6tic' 
administration, who are every day basely and desperately" 
stabbing the very vitals of the constitution,. I shall theiv 
hope to live among you^ in the enjoyment of the first 
blessing and the most, sovereign good, liberty, both per- 
sonal and political ; and, when I can no longer be useful: 
to my country, to die happy, in the applause of the 
friends of freedom and of England. 

I am, with deference and regard> 

Gentlemen, 
your faidiful and obedient humble servant,. 
Apnl 18, 1770.- John Wilkes*. 
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He sent his daughter to Paris^ on a visit 

TO THE WORTHY INHABITANTS OF THE WARD OF 

JARRINGDON WITHOUT. 

GENTLEMEN, FREEMSNy AND FELLOW CITIZENS^ 

I CANNOT sufficiently acknowledge and applaud the 
persevering spirit and cheerfulness with which you have 
struggled through the various difficulties arising from my 
inability to attend the duiy^ of this great and respectable 
ward. My future conduct will best show the sense I 
have of so singular an obligation. The tedious impri« 
sonment to which I was sentenced for the firm opposi- 
tion I made to a wicked ministry, is at length happily 
passed. By regaining my liberty this day, I hope to ac- 
quire the power of rendering you real services ; and^ 
from the superior rank you have conferred on me, of be- 
coming more eminently useful. I shall not fail to attend 
the next court of aldermen ; when, in support of your 
rights, I mean to lay claim to, and insist upon, the being 
admitted and sworn into office, as having the honour of ^ 
being elected by the general voice of so considerable a 
part of the city. 

It is a particular satisfaction to me, gentlemen, that I 
am to enter on my duty at a time when we are governed 
by so excellent a chief magistrate ; and have sheriffs of 
the most liberal principles, zealous promoters of the pub- 
lic good, and of approved virtue. But, above all, I re- 
joice that the high spirit of liberty, joined with prudeiice^ 
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to her friends there ; which happened to be 



temper^ and intrepidity, in so peculiar a manner no^ 
animates the whole body of the livery of London. Tlje 
late petition arfd retnonstrance will reflect honour oh 
them toi the remotest ag^s. The English history does not 
give a stronger instance of the uprightness of our coun- 
trymen ; nor an example of vany body of men more un- 
tainted by corruption, more uninfluenced *by every con- 
sideration of fear or interest^ and more calm, yj^ deter- 
mined, in a great cause. In the time of the last Stuart 
king, during the general confusion, when the dastardly 
tyrant fled, the principal nobility and gentry resorted to 
our Guildhall for protection ; and concerted with our an- 
cestors, the citizens of this metropolis, that generous and 
equal system of power, which was established by the 
people at the glorious Revolution, and confirmed by the 
succeedilig parliament in :theBiJl of Rights. We have 
s(^en the most valuiable of those rights, the right of re- 
presentation in parliament, openly violated. On this im- 
portant occasion, the livery of London have shown them- 
selves the worthy descendants of such ancestors. The 
petition and the remonstrance have carried that enor- 
mous grievance to the throne in a spirited and becoming 
manner. 1 trust that their public virtue and firmness 
will at last triumph over the tyranny of the present ad- 
ministration ; and that our sovereign will restore the 
.constitution, ^us shaken from its foundation^ by the 
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the more agreeable^ on account of its being 

speedy dissolution of a house of commons abhorred by 
all good men, odious to the whole uation, and the validi* 
4y of whose acts is now daily arraigned by their former 
constituents. Such a consequence, I think, must soon fol- 
low from the noble conduct of this city, and of other 
great and public*spirited bodies of men. After that 
bappy event, the people of England may expect from 
their true friends in a future honest parliament, the three 
^essential, and only effectual remedies of this distempered 
state — ^acts for the exclusion of placemen and pension- 
^ers, for the short duration of parliaments^ and for an 
equal representation. 

I know, gentlemen, how much the power and wealth 
'of this great city depend on its trade and commerce ; 
which have always flourished most in the freest states, 
-and never arrived at |>erfection but under the patronage 
of liberty. I shall, therefore, be ever ready to receive 
your directions on these important points ; and in what- 
ever relates to the prosperity of this city, and the par- 
ticular interest of our ward. Every probable plan for 
-Ihe advancement of the common welfare, as well as 
every mercantile consideration, shall have its due weight 
in my mind. I will ever be a zealous defender of the 
rights and privileges of the livery, and of all the freemen 
of London. In the concerns of this extensive ward, I hope 
to have the advice and assistance of 4ny constituents; 
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^e period of the dauphin's marriage, (the 
late Fi'ench king.) 
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every one of whom may be assured of that attention and 
regard, which I owe to those by whose delegated power 
-I act, and for whose interest I accepted this important 
trust. It shall be mv constant and earnest endeavour, ta 
yj usti fy to the world the choice you have been pleased to 
make of me as your alderman ; and to approve myself an 
upright magistrate, and a.geod ci^en of the capital of the 
:£ritish empire. I am, 

■Gentlemen, Freemen, andFellow Citizens, 
with gratitude and respect, 
your affectionate and 

obedient htunble servant, 
^Mpril^lS, mo. John WiiKBi. 
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Mr. WILKES to his DAUGHTER, 



DURING HER RESIDENCE AT PJRIS^ 



3n thb months of APRIL, MAY, JUNE, and JULY, 1770. 



XETTER !• 



Prince' S'Courty 
Triday Movning^ April t7, 1770. 

1 HAD the favour of my dearest Polly's two 
letters yesterday, both together. I cannot 
e^^press the pleasure they gave me ; for, not- 
withstanding all the laugh of miss Gordon^^ 
I think it awkward for ladies to travel with-* 
out gentlemen : and they cannot so well en- 
counter any difficulties or dangers; which 
wc were made to protect them from. It is 
the best prerogative of our sex. 

I was much pleased that you arrived in 
such good time at Sittingbourne. The 
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greatest delay is always at leaving home. I 
am afraid you will find the time very heavy 
at Dover ; which is dull> as all other sea-ports. 
There is not yet any letter for you from ma- 
dame De Chantereine. 

I regretted exceedingly, my dearest PoUy^ 
that I could not have the pleasure of accom- 
panying you on your little tour. After I 
left Prince's-court, I arrived safe at the 
mansion-house, through an infinite crowd 
of people, and paid my duty to the lord- 
mayor ; from thence I proceeded to Guild- 
hall, where was a very full court of alder- 
men, eighteen in all. I was sworn into of- 
fice without any opposition ; and all the al- 
dermen present took me by the hand, and 
wished me joy, with great apparent cordi- 
ality. My lord mayor afterwards took me 
in the state-coach to the mansion-house ; 
where he gave us, indeed, a most elegant 
dinner, and the greater part of the aldermen 
attended. I never heard so loud acclama- 
tions, nor so frequently repeated, as through 

VOL. IT, c 
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the, day. So much for the city, the city- 
business^ and my brother aldermen. 

I am impatient to hear of my dear girKs 
4^fe arrival at Pari^j and every thing being 
as she wishes. I beg you to write to me 
before you embark, as soon as you get to 
Calais, and afterwards by the first post. If 
by any accident the two French servants are 
TiOt arrived at Calais, I advise you to write 
from thence immediately to madame Chan* 
vtereine, and to wait her answer at Dessein'&: 
but I trust every thing will be favourable. 

I have inclosed to Mrs. Jones ^Aree letters 
from the French ambassadress. Pray, pay 
Mrs. Jones the postage of them to Dover, 
and put them carefully among your baggage. 
They are not to go by the post from Calais, 
und are to be delivered, as soon as you arrive 
at Paris. I have wrote by the post to Joe 
Paris, who will come to receive your orders. 
I beg my dear daughter not to travel in the 
dark ; and io drink plentifully of green tea» 
if she is sea-sick. If, by any accident of 
contrary winds, &c. you are detained at Do- 
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4W^, be so good to write «very pMt from 
thence ; and by Dyer^ when he returns. No 
letter is come from madame Chai^ieine. 

Past eleven o'clock, — Good night 1—Com^ 
fliments to madame La Vallerie. 
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Prince* S'Court, Maj/ 8# 

VV HEN I returned here last night, I 
found my dear daughter's letter from Paris, 
of the 2d, which gave me the sincerest plea- 
sure, I suspected the little difficulty yott 
found from post-horses, which is increa^ng 
every day. Madame de Chantereine is very 
polite to write to me^ I wish that I could 
write her a better French letter in return 
than the inelosed is ; but pray assure her 
of my great regard. 

Suard says that he has not received any 
of the books. You may remember^ I sent 

c 2 
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a parcel to monsieur Antoine, son of the 
great hunter. Pray, tell him so : and when 
you are at Versailles, you may inquire where 
the mistake is. I should be very sorry if 
they were lost. 

I wish you would give me a particular di- 
rection to you, that I may not always write 
under Suard's cover, but sometimes directly 
to you at madame De Chantereine's. You 
may be assured of niy writing to my dear 
girl every post. I shall contrive for your 
being in France all June, and, I believe, till 
near the middle of July, when I propose to 
meet you at Dover ; and we may make a 
little tour from thence to Margate, &c. 

I am determined not to be sheriff, unless 
the parliament be dissolved before midsum- 
mer, of which there is no probability. Lord 
Mansfield said in the house of lords, that 
it was impossible to risk a new parliament 
now, considering the present temper of the 
nation. To which lord Camden replied : 
'^ Then you own the sense of the people is 
with us ; which you have always denied, and 
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asserted it was only the cry of a few factious 
persons." 

You will have great pleasure in tracing 
the dauphiness's route in the book you have. 
Dessein has not charged too much for the 
chaise^ saddle, &c. and you did very right 
to keep them ; but you should agree for the 
chaise's standing, or you will be charged ex- 
travagantly, as I know by experience. You 
managed extremely well by such early hours 
on the road, and you have travelled with all 
the expedition of a courier du cabinet. As 
madame De Chantereine does not keep her 
coach, I think you should be at all that ex*, 
pence ; and take one by the day or month, 
as you find best.^ Do not regard any expence 
for your pleasures or convenience : I will 
contrive well for you. I am glad you like 
Frangois. He may as well attend you quite 
to Calais, on your return. You had better 
engage a good co'effeur by the week or 
month. Excuse all these hints, and believe 
me most affectionately Yours. Adieu I 
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1-ETTER III. 

Mansion- House^ May 11. 

A AiA here, my dearest Folly^ sitting in ih» 
seat of justice for the lordoinayor^ who his 
particular basiness at Westminster ; buH 
while I am waiting for the witnesses^ I ahaUi 
pay my eofinplknents to- you^ although' no^ 
thing has occurred of late to entertM ycM^ 
I was at tiie adjourned sessions at Goitdfaatf^ 
on Friday, from ten till near fivc^ with tiw 
recorder, &c. and every thing passed vnikk, 
wonderful good-humour^ but dulness reigiv* 
ed triumphant the whole day. I made my-* 
self ample amends yesterday^ by a visit ta 
Strange's exhibition of pictures ; which coa-» 
t^ins, indeed^ some wonderful performances. 
I saw there Mrs. Angelo, as handsome as 
ever, who inquired much after you. I drank 
tea yesterday with Mrs. Glynn and mias 
Oglander, who greatly regret your absence* 
Mrs. Glynn is still prettier than she appear^ 



ed to me through a window in Hed-lion- ^ 
sqoare, 'through a glass dimly/ Miss Oglan»- - 
der has ber share of satirical wit ; perha^ 
too large a one for the softer scxi, 

I hsive taken a ready^fuirnisbckl house for 
a year at Fulham^ about Sour miles from- 
Prince's- court, in a most exqitisitely plej^ant 
situation* You will be delighted with your 
apartment. The house is smaU, but very' 
convenient* I pay siity guineas a-year '^ and 
my time is-to commaice frixa aiext Wednes- 
day. The title to ike house in Berners* 
Btreet canaot be cleared : I bwe, therefore^ 
i)[Uitted the idea of it, aod am iift treaty witk 
Mrs. Kent for a house in Prince's-court, tbe 
last bouse next to^ ^e Birdeage^wi^kytxn the 
same side with Mrsu Henley's. It i5 mnaU^ 
but exceedingly pleasant. The rem is to be 
fifty guineas a-year. There is^^ an esGetieht 
hall. I mean to furnish two print-rooms; 
one for you, the other for myself. Mrsw 
Macai^ey bought-in herself tlie house in 
Berners-street, where I visited her yester- 
1 
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day. I mean to be three or four days in the 
week at Fulham, all the summer. My Bath 
tour will probably be prevented by the hurry • 
of business here. 

Can my dear girl recollect what she ad- 
vanced to Mrs.Henley ? — Great preparations 
are making for the masquerade on Monday, 
at Mrs. Cornelys*. — I mean soon to give up 
Mrs. Henley*s lodgings : and have only one 
room at the new house in the court, while* 
the other rooms are fitting up there (which 
will not be long) ; and all the servants, except 
one,^at Fulham. — I saw Mr. Davidson yes- 
terday, who desired his compliments ta 
you. 

To-morrow we are to have another meet- 
ing with the lord-mayor ; and on Monday 
a new court of common -council, to consider 
of another remonstrance. For fear of grow- 
ing more dull than usual in this thick alder- 
manic air. 

Adieu, my dear daughter, adieu h 
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LETTER IV. 

Prince' S'Courtf May ^Q. 

Jl thank my dearest Polly for her very 
Agreeable letter from Versailles ; and the ac- 
count she gives of the splendid entertain-^ 
ments there, which is by far the most agree- 
able relation I have seen. All our news- 
papers and the foreign gazettes scarcely con- 
tain any thing else. I give the dauphin joy 
of so handsome a wife ; and^ what is more, 
so good-humoured. He certainly deserves 
it, when he has so rich a boon as the two 
kingdoms of France and Navarre to give 
her : yet I have seen a monarch, who had 
three kingdoms to give, matched with lesfik 
beauty than generally falls to the i^are of 
a common mechanic^ . 

Since I wrote the above, I have likewis^^ 
my dear daughter's of May 23 ; and am 
happy that she is so well after such a fatigue 

G 5 



•34 HfiMQIBa OF 

as a round of pleasures, crowded too close 
on each other, necessarily occasion. I send, 
you a German account of the dauphiness. 
You do not mention the colour of her eyes r 
for the rest, your description brings her be- 
fore my view. 

I have been this morning at the meetiRg- 
of the commissioners for new-paving West- 
lainster. Lord George Germaine (SackvUle) 
looked very stately. Fitzherbert and I were 
cold and formal, yet we shook hands : sa did 
Clayton, Tucker, Tuffiiell, &c. who were 
present. 

Pray, thank madame Martin, in jny name, 
for her great civilities to you* When you 
have leisure, I wish you to in^juire about 
China .handles of St. Cloud porcelain for 
knives and forks, and the price. I would 
purchase three dozen of the large sort of 
handles, both knives and forks, and two do- 
acn for the dessert, if they do nut come too 
dear ; and have them mounted m £nglandi» 
I have settled it to take a tour to Dover> t^ 
biing you back ; and from Dover, an excur-. 
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sion with yoa to Margate m veiy gxf phtce^ 
for a week ; then ta Mr« Sawbrtdge s tof 
two cor three days ; and afterwards bom^ kr 
FtiUiaiQ. Ife witl be impossible for me ta 
come to France : but you m^ coUBkmue there 
till the middle of July, as tbe earliest thna 
for me to come to meet yoit^ I harevso 
much business* 

1 bdUeve 20^000 are the grestestBOfldbetf^ 
ever hitherto tet off. at once. Oi)ur< &moia» 
fire-works for the peace of Aix4ft-Chaftd% 
1^ ody 6>0QQi 

My respects to yo»r Bbnne» 

AcKeu, dearest Polly, acfieu f 
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FulXam, June 5. 

A RECBivBi> Oft Sunday morning, my dear- 
est I^oBy, your littte packet by the courier, 
and mademoiselle de La Vallerie's letter. 
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Pray, thank madame De Chantereine for the 
galantry of her present to me. I am ex- 
ceedingly pleased that you purchased all the: 
enjoyments of Versailles with only a little 
fatigue, and I hope that is long ago passed. 
The empress-queen's letter to the dauphin^; 
I think, is polite and tender ; hut there is a 
cant in it, which always made a part of her 
character. You did not mention particu- 
larly about the ball-mask, and if there was » 
great variety of grotesque figures. The fan* 
tastic appearance of such a group of motlq^ 
forms, makes the pleasure of such an enter- 
tainment. What character did madame De 
Chantereine appear in ? 

I have been only once at Vauxhall, with 
sir Joseph Mawbey, &c. and not once at 
Ranelagh. I begin to recover the fatigue of 
visitings and great dinners, which I abomi- 
nate. I cannot have my new house in 
Prince's-court till midsummer-day, for Mrs. 
Hasted' s brother does not come to town till 
the 20th ; which delays all my plans. After 
I have the house, there must be a thorough 
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repair, as I am to have a lease for fourteen- 
years ; and in all cases I prefer it ; for the 
excellence of the situation ensures me a 
tenant if ever I quit it, which I should only 
do for a house six times as large. I have no 
small business to do in the city, both this' 
month and the next ; but in August we have 
holidays, and I wish to pass them with my 
dear daughter : I wish, therefore, she would 
contrive to be at Calais on Friday, the 3d of 
August ; and then she might come, with a 
favourable wind to Dover, with the Satur- 
day's packet, I will certainly, if I am alive, 
be at Dover thd Friday night ; and after you 
have reposed yourself there, we will, if you 
please, proceed together to Margate, and on 
our other excursions in the county of Kent. 
I mention my plan as soon as I could be 
sure of it, that you might more conveniently 
for yourself take all your arrangements ; 
and after our return, I hope the smell of 
the paint, &c. inr Prince*s-court will be 
entirely over, and then you may change 
for this and town, as you choose; I am more 
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and more pfeased with my situation herein 
Glass, china, &c. I have purchased in ab«B»-' 
dance** The new sewant, Frances (for she 
is too venerable to say Fanny), behaves very 
well ; and there is great harmony among the 
domestics. I have several k^s of gardens^ 
ia this neighbourhood sent to me, so that 
you will have every kind of annisement irt 
that style here. If madaine De Chantereine 
could contrive to accompany you to Eng- 
land, I should be most happy to see her ; and 
would endeavour to make her pass the time 
agreeably in our island. I wish you to press 
the invitation. I shall contrive to send you 
some cash on Friday, and again a larger sum. 
before you leave Paris, for your journey and 
all your little commissions. 

You oblige me exceedingly by your ten- 
derness to your young cousin. I am sure he 
will be disposed to look up to you with grati- 
tude, as his second best friend. Have you 
seen him dance ? Pray, desire monsieur Caur* 
choix to do every thing in a handsome man- 
gier for him^ and to let him enjoy all reasonable 
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pleasures* I beg yoa to tl^nk M. de Beaatt* 
mont for his letter ai;ui the pamphlet;; whici* 
politeness will force me to approve^ although 
I think it is aa trifiiug a performance as any 
I have seen, as well as frequently erroneous* 
I did not reeehre that which he mentions to 
have sent by Mr. FrankKn^ nor have I heard 
Mrs. Macaiiley mention it. I hope ma* 
dame De Beaumont is weU. She is a truly 
valuable lady, and adds to all her talents a 
most charmiBg modesty. 

I wish you to inquire if your cousin learn$ 
to draw : if he does not, I wish he night 
begin directly. I drned on Friday with 
French company, at D'Eon'^,. and had a very 
cheerful day. I shall write to D'Espilly a^ 
soon as I hear from monsieur Audibert Du- 
pont, at Calais : but I still suspect some mis- 
take about the books. As the Helvetiuses 
are in the country, if your inclination led 
you to it, you might pass two or three days 
with them ; and if the distance is too great 
for an eaey day, they would probably meet 
you half-way^ But I wi^ you ^uite to fol- 
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low your own plan : I only bint what yon" 
might Hke, as you may have leisure to folw 
low your own fancy entirely.' I am much 
pleased with mademoiselle La Vallerie's let- 
ter. 

We have had a great deal of rain ; and 
scarcely any body has left off fires, much less 
Mr. Wilkes, who has put up a new grate in 
the study at Fulham, 

I wish my dearest Polly all imaginable 
happiness, and beg she would present my 
best respects to madame De Chantereine, 
the Baronne, &c. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER VI. 



Prince's-Court, ^Friday Nighty 
JprU^Tj 1770. . 

iblNCE I have written to my dear daughter, 
on the supposition of the wind being &• 
vourable, . and her having sailed, I have re-- 
ceived hers from Dover of last night. I 
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trust, however, before this, that the wind ha^ 

changed ; and I shall be impatient to hear of 

her safe arrival at Paris. Madame de Chan- 

tereine's letter, and my longer one, are both 

gone to Paris ; but I have sent a short one 

to Dover, and the particulars : and that ma-> 

dame De Chantereine says, St. Jean and 

another servant were to be at Calais last 

Sunday, or Monday^ tp attend you. I wish 

you a good journey to Paris, and every plea* 

£ure there* 

Adieu I 
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Prince* S'Courti 
Fridm/, May ^^ 1770.- 

A HAVE had the very great pleasure of my 
dear daughter's letter from Calais, and re- 
joice at her lucky passage. It was well 
worth waiting for; and though mademoi- 
selle La Vallerie was so sick, J hope that be?* 
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fbre this she has found the benefit of 9e* 
wholesome an emetic. 

Very little material has happened since I 
wrote last. I find going about not a little 
troublesome, from the too great partiality 
ef my countrymen. I went last night, for 
the first time, to a place of public diversion,, 
in SohO'Sq^uare. The company was good,. 
but> not numerous, owing to the ridotto and- 
AlmacK's being the same night. I was bighs^^ 
ly entertained, and staid till after two; which,. 
you know, was a scene of great rakery for 
me. The ladies said that they were ready 
to pull caps for to dance with me ; but I. 
apologized, that I had scarcely yet learnt 
even to walk, after so long a confinement, . 
much less to dance. Many inquiries were 
made after you : and a charming miss John-> 
son, of the city, who was the celebrated, 
peasant wkh eggs at the last opera^inas«^ 
(jjucradc, sighed when I told her of your 
tour to Paris, to dance *with down on your 
feet,* as Shakespeare says, at the dauphin's 
wedding. The rooms were gay, and welL 
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lighted ; but the cotillons were dmiced mo8fe 
execFaWy; 

To-day I have attended a court of alder- 
men and conunon^onncil ; and attended alt 
ray owo^ comoion-counciKmen^ witih the tI^ 
ear of St. Dunstaa's^ ^ Mr.^ Reynolds and 
two parish-clerks. I hope the great hurry 
of businMs ia nom over^ and thai I diall get 
feisumto look after my own more immedi^ 
ate afiaira» Every tbtag auGceeds to^my b^k^ 

» 

I had » lett^ from. Joe Faris^ ifttat hm 

banded jsoo^ out of ^e paGkd;-boa^ wodluA 

hired a good chaise fer you. £De telld me^ 

that you set out early oo the 9nnd^ mom«> 

ing from Calais ; so that I guess you supped 

au cam de la rue- Sl Flm^emin^ with youir 

amiable friend^ on Tuesday. When yoii are 

once safely arrived there^ I i^all feel no 

more uneasiness* 

Pray^ lay me at the feet of the h^lle ba»^ 

wonne ; and of madame Heivetius^ if dhe ta 

at Paris. If you wish for any little presents 

for any of our fiiends^ which your hurry 
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prevented your buying, let me know, and I 
will send them. I shall send you another 
bill, for the expences of your return ; and if 
you choose to make any particular purchases^ 
at Paris, I entreat you to deny yourself no- 
thing, nor any pleasure : I can send you 

more cash. 

I have been visited by all the town, but I» 
have let no creature in ; and my orders, 
are, never to admit any person, but ladies, 
J. Churchill, and Reynolds : one for the care 
of my health ; the other, of my substance ; 
as to my soul, you know I am my own chap-: 
lain since Churchill's death. 
• I believe that I shall take the house you. 
liked, in Berners-street ; but the title to even 
d year's lease is not yet settled; I hav^ 
given Mrs. Henley thirty guineas on ac- 
count. By your book, about 34l. was due t<y 
her, but she could not recollect if you had 
advanced her any thing or not; so we agreed 
to leave it unsettled till your return. She 
behaves very well, so do all the servants : 
apd likewise the cat; whose nails, however^ 
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I shall order to be cut to-morrow, for hav- 
ing a little scratched me to-day.* She, or 
he, is well ; and the bullfinch, and the ca- 
nary-bird, iind the linnet. 

I go to Mrs. Cornelys* grand masquerade 
Monday-sevennight ; and have made me a 
blue silk domino, as masquerades are likely 
to be so much in fashion. 

Lord Chatham was great on Tuesday, I 
have not yet been at either house ; to avoid 
every pretence of a riot, or influencing their 
debates by a mob. I mean to spend the 
Whitsun-holidays at Bath ; in order to dissi* 
pate a little, after having all this month 
dispatched the necessary business. 

Good night, dear Polly ! and believe me 
ever 

most affectionately yours. 

Eleven. — Mr. Sawbridge is quite reco- 
vered. 
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Tnesdijaf^ June 12) 1770. 

J. NETER received a letter which gave me 
-so much pleasure as my dearest daughter*^ 
of the last of May. I was exceedingly 
farmed by the melancholy accounts we had, 
of the mischief done at the fire- works given 
by the city of Paris ; and as I knew you 
meant to be a spectator, I felt an anxiety 
which I cannot express, till I received your 
letter, I thank heaven for your safety; 
but I feel as a man for the distress of the 
numerous families who are sufferers on this 
occasion. Pray congratulate madame Dc 
Chantereine from me, on her happy escape^ 
and assure her of the part I take in it. 

I continued at Fulham from Friday even- 
ing till Monday night. I wrote to my dear 
^irl from Prince*s-court before I left Lou« 
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•^on, and inclosed to her a draft on mon^ 
«ieur Julien. The little menagerie continue 
well, and seem to thrive much in the coun- 
try air. The gold fish too is here. Peggy 
goes next week to town, to the new house. 
Dr. Wilson desires you to bring an umbrella 
for him. I think you would do well to bring 
two, as the house in Prince's court is at a 
little distance from the street. The doctor 
was here yesterday ; and Mrs. Wilson comes 
to dine next week. — ^What good, pious com* 
pany, alderman Wilkes keeps! 

I am very glad that Suard has got his books. 
I am much entertained by your account of 
the ball given by the emperor's ambassador. 
J think those given by private persons gene- 
rally succeed the best ; the reason, I suppose, 
is, more care is taken, and their private ho- 
nour is more concerned. — I wrote to my 
dear Polly my plan for her return : to be at 
Calais on Friday, the 3d of August ; and to 
come to Dover in the Saturday's packet. I 
«hall certainly be at Dover the Friday night. 
The rest of the plan I mentionjed in the 
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letter ; which I hope she received, and ap- 
proves. I desire you to think of any little 
elegancees agreeable to you, for the house 
in Prince's-court ; and to purchase them. 
You have a better opportunity of taking^ 
what baggage you like with you ; or of send- 
ing it before*, to Joseph Paris at Calais. 
Pray, inquire of Suard the price of the 
largest and best map of Europe, done on 
cloth and rollers, to hang up on the walls 
of a large room ; and be so good to pur- 
chase two bird-cages of reed, and painted. 

Woodfall's trial for the first publication 
ef Junius's celebrated letter, comes on 
to-morrow at Guildhall. I wish my dear 
Polly would pay a visit to our old friend 
Lady Mary Herbert, au Temple. Has Goy 
been to make a bow to you ? — I trouble you 
with so many commissions, that I believe it 
would be easiest to keep a list of the things 
to be purchased, on a separate paper ; you 
will have leisure suflScient. Mr. Lloyd, the 
parson and poet, dined at Fulham with me 
on Sunday. He will soon publish an exceU 
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lent satki&al poem. My brother and Aiter^ 
Hayley and niece, dined there yesterday, and 
in the morning we went to see Chiswick ; for 
which major Labellidre has given me six 
tickets, for four persons each. Wc were 
wen entertained, and passed an agreeable 
day. I am never at home at Fulham, but 
to persons invited. I live there very econo- 
mically, and eat my morsel in perfect peace 
and quiet ; scarcely wishing for any thing 
hut your company. 

How I regret the melancholy which still 
preys <m mademoiselle Helvetiust! So-ele- 
j^nt a form, and so tender a heart, were 
surely formed for other things. 

I think you diould avail yourself as much 
as you can of your being at Paris, to take 
lessons of monsieur Cezeron. Pray, what is 
the price of* the picture en pastel, which is 
doing of you for madame De Chantereine i 
When I mentioned St. Cloud, it was by 
inadvertence : I meant Seve ; to which place^ 
as I remember^ the manufacture of Vixi« 
VOL. iy« u 
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cennes is removed. I am greatly obliged M 
your amiable voisine, for her intended pre*^ 

sent. 

The Kanelagh fire-works were played off 
the very day on which the princess dowager 
of Wales left England ; which gave occasioa 
to a variety of squibs in our newspapers. .. 

My respects to mademoiselle La Vallerieu 

Adieu, dearest Polly I 



LETTER IX. 

Prince s-Court^ Friday ^ June 1 54 

A HE illness of the lord-mayor* has given 
me so much employment, that I have but 
a few minutes to thank my dear daugh- 
ter *for her letter of the Qth of June, which 
gave me a particular pleasure. We have 
been very apprehensive for his life : •but 
the danger is now entirely over ; although it 
will be some days before he is able to go on 
with the city business. 



* Berfi'ford. 
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' I approve very much of your desiring 
roadame De Chantereine's picture ; and I 
ishall be glad to see in our house the resem- 
blance of so valiiable a friend. I sincerely 
regret that we cannot have the pleasure of 
seeing the original in our island ; for^ from 
long experience, I know what charms there 
are in her conversation. Pray assure her, 
that the most honourable place in our house 
shall be allotted to the representation of a 
lady we so much esteem. 

I heartily r^oice at the happy turn Mr. 
F^nchaud's affairs have .taken ; and have 
always regarded him as a man of honour, 
and a sincere friend. 

D'Espilly is very obliging. I wish that, 
by his means, I could get the prints and 
your drawings, for the ornament of the new 
house. Perhaps he * would give up my pa- 
pers, some of which I much want. D'£s- 



* This he is plainly some other person : not D'Espilly, 
Ferhaps Ulcot, mentioned in next page, and p. 69. 

D 2 
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pilly might feel his pulse about every thing 
he has. It is incredible how ill he has be*' 
haved in every particular. 

I advise you to have the dejeuner well pack- 
ed up with the other china, and to bring it 
with you. A little more trouble about the bag-- 
gage is trifling, compared to future convc- 
niency. I believe Ulcot has likewise a few 
books belonging to me. I do not wish you to 
give yourself any more trouble about the Si. 
Cloud handles for knives. If you find aooie^ 
of any other sort of china, cheap and elegant, 
I wish to have about two dozen knives and* 
two dozen forks, for dinner as well as desserts 
and I would have them mounted here. You 
oblige me exceedingly by your civilities to 
your young cousin * ; and I hope he is sen* 
sible of your goodness to him. Hr. Wilson 
means a little umbrella to put in his pocket. 

Pray, send me a copy of the receipt you . 
gave Ulcot. I think you should avail yourself 
as much as you can of your stay at Paris, to 

* His natural son^ mentioned in vol. ii. p. 60. 
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see Ceaceron. Pray mention if Jack* has any 
ear, and if he has learnt any steps yet. I 
hope that you got tickets for the Spanish 
ambassador's ball. Have you seen abb£ 
Arnaud ? - When you do, pray ask him if 
be received the Oreeik Sophocles I sent 
him» 

All your friends whom I have seen, de-^* 
sire many compliments. My respects attend 
madame De Chantereine, and all our Paris 
friends^ Pray^ remember me kindly to ma^ 
demoiselle La Vallerie. 

Adieu, my direst Polly, adieu I 



LBTTBR X. 

Tuesday J June 19. 

1 RETURNED here last night from Ful- 
bam, my dearest Polly, in order to settle 
every thing for the new house. I was a 

* His natural son. 
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gardener there, in compliment to you 7 fot 
I cut off all the rose-buds of the trees m 
our little garden, (which is a secret^) to make 
them blow at the end of the season^ wheor 
I hope to enjoy your company there aftcK 
our tour. It has rained incessantly with 
us for forty-eight hours ; and the sky is stilt 
very louring. 

I thank my dear daughter for her letter of 
the 12th, which I received last night. Pray^ 
mention whether you have received the bill of 
exchange. I will contrive a larger for yoti 
in a very few days. Let monsieur De la 
Porte know how much I think mysdl 
obliged to him for his great civilities to you^ 
in the tickets for the Spanish ambassador's 
ball. Did you not stay the supper ? for by 
your expression about it I am not clear. Is 
the dauphiness * happy in France ? and are 
the French as much pleased with her as 
the first week ? 

My brother and sister, Heaton Wilkes^ 

^ The late unfortunate quecu. 
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Nancy, and Sophy Nesbitt, dined with me 
at Fulham, on Sunday ; and yesterday, 
monsieur et madame Fignoles, et mademoi^ 
selle leur Jille de quinze ans, qui chante a 
merveille^ et UEon^ visited me there, Tlic 
first are a Parisian family, settled here about 
five years. 

I think that you might as well keep the 
handles for the knives, which madame De. 
Chantereine is so obliging as tp give me, 
and bring them with you. Pray, desire your 
cousin* to send me a little specimen of his 
drawing, as soon as his master thinks it 
proper ; and tell me if he is ever likely to 
dance half as well as his fair cousin, made-* 
moiselle Wilkes. 

I look forwards to the 4th of August with 
particular pleasure ; when I hope to embrace 
my amiable daughter, and to assure her of 
the truest regard and tenderness. 

Adieu ! 

* His natural son. 
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LBTTER XI. 

Prince* S'Cawrtf 
Fridajf^ June 22, 1 77(V 

JL HIS will be the last day, my dearest 
Polly, of my being here ; and, therefore, you 
may suppose me not a little hurried in the 
removing all my books and furniture. I like, 
the appearance of the house more and more. 
every day ; and I trust I shall be able to 
make it perfectly agreeable to my dear 
dfaughter. 

Yesterday morning the lord-mayor* 
clied, to our great grief. He had, of late^" 
tehaved with spirit and honour in the 
cause of liberty; and was of singular service 
to what we all have the most at heart. 

This day we had a common-hall for the 
election of a new lord-mayor, in his room. 
All the aldermen who have served sheriff^ 
were successively put up : but the majority 
of hands were for Trecothick and Crosby ; 

♦ Beckford. 



-^o will tertainly be rtturncd, although a 
poll is demanded for sir Henry Bankes. It. 
is thought to be a plan to put the sheri£& to 
a great expence^ rather than with any hope . 
of success. Mr* Thomas Oliver is candid 
date to succeed the late lord^mayor i both as 
representative of the city, and alderman « I 
believe he will succeed in both* 

I have your £ivour of the 15th, and am 
most happy to hear that you continue well. 
I am glad Castor and Pollux answered your 
expectations: but I do not expect much 
.|4easure in the reading a modem opera $ the 
great beauty of which is in the scenery^ in 
France — in Italy, in the music and scenery. 

I expected, of course, all my letters would 
be opened. They may print themjifthey will ; 
as little more is to be found in them than 
the effusions of a heart which loves you, 
and the news of the day. 

The colour of the cages I leave to my 
dear girl's fancy. — ^What is become of the 
little poet, Legier ? Is he always at Paris, 

D 5 
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and is Suard still his patron ? — Fray^ make 
my best compliments to the marquis De ViW 
levielle, and let him know how glad we 
shall be to see him again in this country •«— 
The processions on the jour de file Dim, 
were full as amusing to young Smith * as 
any comedy J — You did very right to pur- 
chase mourning for the queen of Demnarku 
—■We will contrive to get all your things 
from Calais ; if not at onee^ at least by de- 
grees. — I do not think it a reproach to the 
dauphin to fall asleep twke at a French 
opera^ provided that the dauphiness was not 
there — unless, indeed, she was the occasion^ 
of it. 

Good night, my dear Polly J 



* His natural sod» 
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IiETTER XII. 

Guildhall^ 
Tuesday, June 26, 1770. 

JL HERE are arrived at miss Wilkes*s me- 
nagerie, at Fulham, four exquisitely beautiful 
Indian perroquets, a present to Mr. Wilkes 
from Portsmouth; likewise, in the garden, 
two large myrtles and some moss-roses wait 
her arrival . 

. The alderman* quitted Mrs. Henly's 
apartments last Saturday morning, and went 
to Fulham ; but returned to town on Sunday 
night, to attend the election of sheriffs early 
yesterday morning. There was, luckily, no 
opposition ; so that we avoid another poll of 
seven days. That for a successor to the 
lord-mayor is still going on, and will not be 
finished till Friday. I attend here three or 
four hours every day. Every thing goes on 
according to my most sanguine wishes. The 



Mr. Wilkes himself. 
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two new sheriffs are Rockingham men*. I 
lay in the new house on Sunday and yes- 
terday. I like it extremely, and hope that 
it will please my dear daughter as much. 

No will of Beckford is yet found. — I gp 
to Mr. Tooke's on Saturday, for two or 
three days ; to get on horseback, and ramble 
round the cheerful country after all our fa- 
tigues. — I have been not a little engaged, to 
have every thing at Fulham made as agree* 
able as possible to you ; and 1 am now en* 
gaged in the same pleasing business in town, 
whenever I can get leisure from these city 
occupations. I dined on Sunday at Putney, 
half a mile only from Fulham, with Mr. 
Oliver, and a large party ; and I prophesy 
that you will have a most agreeable neigh* 
hour in Mrs. Oliver, and all that family. 

It will not be known till Friday who is to 
be lord- mayor. Mr. Thomas Oliver will 
be chosen, I believe, without opposition; 
both as member for the city, and alderman^ 



Joseph Mailin and William ^^er, esquires. 
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George Bellas was first proposed, but be re- 
signed in the handsomest manner in favoar 
pf Mr. Oliver. 

The Olivers, Lovell, &c. always inquire 
after you, and desire their compliments : 
so do the Eeynoldses, miss West, Jack 
Churchill, &c. 

I wish my dear daughter would mention 
what the expence of her journey to Paris 
was, from Calais ; and likewise the expences 
of her French servants ; with what she in- 
tends to give madame De Ghantereine's seN 
vants, which ought to be very handsome ; 
that I may proportion accordingly what I 
send for the expences of your return. Two 
servants should accompan^y you to Calais, 
for fear of accidents. Berton and George 
will both come with me to Dover, the 3d 
of August. I wish to send you a draft to 
answer handsomely every purpose ; both for 
your leaving Paris, purchasing little presents 
for some favourites,, the journey to Calai^ 
&c. Let me know the state of your littl^ 
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finances, that I may have the pleasure oT 
recruiting them; 

I kiss the hands of your amiable landlady^ 
fiiadame Martin^ Suard>. Saurin, &c. 

Adieu i ( 



LE^TTER Xlll. 



Guildhall^ Friday j June 29^ 

JL HAVE been almost this whole week here^ 
my dearest Polly, engaged in the gravest 
city business ; so that pleasure has fled far 
from me. The bewitching goddess, how^- 
cver, returned yesterday, in the shape of a 
letter from my dearest daughter, which I 
am greatly obliged to her for ; and this 
morning I had the satisfaction; by one of 
monsieur Francis's couriers, of hearing of 
her perfect health. He likewise brought 
me the medals and the knives from madame 
de Chantereine, for which I thank her ; and 
still more for her kind letter, which I hope 



to get time to answer the next post* The 
medals I think tolerably good^ and the knives 
very el^ant. I shall present the medds to 
Dr^ Wilson^ in your name. 

Fray, desire madame De Chantereine to 
accept a real American pine-apple ; which is 
just arrived, and the courier takes to-mor- 
row. The pine-apples from the West In- 
dies are thought much superior to those in 
Europe. I gave the courier half-a-guinea ; 
so that you need not give him any thing.. 
It is the same who brought the knives. 

Will you be so good to see baron Hoi- 
bach, or to write to him ; to beg him to pur- 
diase for me scarlet cloth enough, of the 
finest sort and colour, (I think it is called 
Julien's dye), for a complete suit of clothes — 
coat, waistcoat^ and two pair of breeches ; 
likewise, the most fashionable gold buttons 
for the whole ? I purchased the finest blue 
cloth for the baron here, . with which I com- 
plimented him (entre notes) : but, however, 
beg the favour of turn/ to give you the little 
note of what it comes to, with the buttons ; 
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and say that I will »end him the cash. YoA 
■may bring it with you well packed up, or 
leave it at Calais, as we settle before you 
leave Paris. A thousand apologies to him 
for the trouble, and my not writing, being 
so much engaged. If he is at Grandval, hb 
can get it me, the same, by a line to hb dra^^ 
per or taylor. 

Mr. Thomas Oliver is taken so very ill; 
that he has been obliged to keep his bed i 
and has given up his canvass> both as repre^ 
sentative for the city and alderman. Mn 
Richard Oliver Succeeds him in both, to the 
great joy of all our friends. 

Alderman Trecothick is chosen this day 
lord mayor, and has been sworn in. I ac« 
companied him to the commissioners of the 
great seal, amid the acclamations of the 
people the whole way. 

It is so late, that I have now only time 
to wish my dear daughter a good night, and 
to say 

Adieu! 
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LETTER XIV; 

Prince* s^courf J 
Friday f Juli/6, 1770; 

X HAVE just had the pleasure^ my dearest 
Polly, of getting you another bill of ex? 
change^ which I inclose. I have made i^ 
payable in the same manner as the last ; and 
wlien I receive your next letter^ I shall be 
able to finish your little money matters^ I 
hope^ in the way most agreeable to you^ 
Mention to me whatever sum you wish^ Bjad 
I will send it to you in time. Let me know, 
•what day you mean to leave Paris^ and youf! 
intended route. There is a second volume 
of the Indicateur Fidele, I think it is called^ 
printed for Desnos^^ nie St. Jacques, which 
I wish you to purchase for me. I allude to 
the quarto book of French maps, in a blue 
cover; but> perhaps, I mistake the title* 
—Some account of the second volume you 
will find in the last page of the^ book you 
have.. 
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I send you a newspaper, which contBin^^ 
a few of the nonsensical letters which have 
made so much noise in the world. — It comes 
under Suard*8 cover. 

I hope madame De Chantereine received 
ifhe pine-apple, and that it came safe. — I 
venture, in French, to thank her for her 
obliging letter. 

I am just now told, that the jury on lord 
Grosvenor*8 cause* have given his lordships 
ten thousand pounds damages against tlM^ 
duke of Cumberland. 

The city have voted a statue to the late 
lord-mayor, to be erected in Guildhall, and 
one thousand pounds for the expence of 
it. — ^Mr. Richard Oliver has no opposition 
hitherto as member ; and the election vnll 
be next Wednesday or Thursday. 

I am going this evening to see the grand 
fire-works at Ranelagh, with Mrs. Reynold^ 
and miss West ; I, therefore, wish you ali^ 
ready a good night, and am ever 

Yours most affectionately. 

Adieu!. 



JOHH WILKES, ESO. ^7 



l£TT£R XVr 

Prime' s^coiirfy 
Tuesday ^ July \0y 17 70S 

1 INCLOSE my dearest Polly another draff, 
at only three daya date ; because I recollect 
the ten days grace which the Paris bankers 
always take, and I would give her all the 
time possible to arrange her little aiBur& 
fiy the tast post, likewise, I sent her another 
bill, exactly the «same, except the date. I 
wish to. know, immediately, if they both 
came to hand ; and if my dear daughter 
wishes any further draft : if she does^ I will 
send it immediately, by the first return of 
the post, and at the shortest date possible* 
I do not know to what amount her com*- 
missions are : she will therefore be so good 
to write fully to me the next post, and I will 
contrive every thing in the way, and to thei 
extent, most agreeable to herselC 



Xi$ _ MEMOIRS OP 

I have the two letters of the 30th of June^ 
and the 3d of July ; which gave me great 
pleasure. After your arrival at Dover, I 
have settled every thing for our toar to 
Margate, Brighthelmstone, and Tunbridge ; 
so that it will probably be the second week 
in September before we get to Fulham, pr 
London. 

I feel much for the situation of Ihtle Le«> 
gie^. He was a pleasing poet^ of m<»re 
iBweetness than compass or strength ii\ his 
note. He owes me some not inconsid^erable 
JBums ; which I forgive him heartily^ for tlie 
jpleasure his mus6 has given me. 

I thank you again and again for yoor 
great civilities to your cousin.* I desire 
my compliments of congratulation to the 
baron, on that friendly earnest of fourscore 
^— the gout. My best respects to me$« 
sieurs Diderot and Grimm, whose many 
great and amiable qualities I remember with 
pleasure. — The lady whom Diderot alludet 



* His natural son. 



to, 1 dined with at D'Eon's about a month 
ago. 

I wish by all means that St Jean may ac- 
•company you to Calais^ as well as Franqois. 
I think you might consult madame De Chan— 
tereine herself about doing the very hand- 
some thing to hOT servantis ; and rather cx- 
•ceed whatever she mentions. You may take 
a lucky moment, and hint that it was my 
wish yovi might always do a generous 
thing, of which I thought her an excellent 
judge. Pray, bring the Deserteur with you. 
I did not find in the letter the Jil for Ber* 
ton ; which, I suppose, you forgot, thouglr 
you desire me donner vejil a £erton. 

I think, if D*Ej$pilly pushes Ulcot, he may 
get the prints and papers : my manuscripts, 
at least ; which might be taken out of the 
band-boxes and put up in bundles for you 
to bring with you. Things which will not 
spoil, you might send before to Joseph Paris, 
at Calais ; and order him to keep them till 
your arrival. Aal shall be at Dover myself, 
I will contrive getting every thing out of 
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the packet. Put your namei or mademcM* 
«elle La Vallerie's, upon the china and 
earthen-ware, in capitals. The dijeuner 
must he carefully packed up. I advise you 
not to leave ajiy thing behind at Paris. 
I shall wri4:e to the bonne next post. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER XVI. 



Prince' S'Court^ 
Friday, July 20, 1770. 

JL HAVE just received my dear daughter*8 
letter of the 15th, which gave me very 
great pleasure ; and I now begin to reckon 
days, till the joyful meeting I hope to have 
with her at Dover. Madame Martin is 
equally polite and amiable : I trust that she 
knows the high idea I entertain of her. I 
wish you to bring all the new little pisces 
du theatre, as well as any new romance 
"which may be tolerablci 
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I am not quite well : but I am half- 
stunned by the workmen here ; carpenters, 
masons, and bricklayers, making the neces- 
sary repairs. I leave London this day se'n- 
night; and do not return, according to 
my present plan, till the 10th of September. 
I am entirely at your service, to ramble 
around the cheerful counties of Kent and 
Sussex; and I fancy we shall take Tun- 
bridge, Margate, and Brighthelmstone, in 
their turn, during our excursion. 

Joseph Paris is now in London. — I find 
he has quarrelled with the people at Calais^ 
and does not mean to continue there. It is 
doubtful if he will return there. I believe, 
thefefore, whatever you do not choose to 
bring with you, you would do well to send 
before, directed to yourself at Dessein's ; and 
if you mention to the captain, or his mate, 
the cloth for me, or if you put it at the 
bottom of your own trunk, it will come 
safe. As I shall be at Dover, I will contrive 
^11 for you ; only do you let the things be 
put on shipboard : I shall be ready to receive 



71 MEMOIRS OF 

«nd conduct my dearest daughter to her 
apartments ; at the Ship^ I suppose. 

I shall only write you one more letter to 
Paris, which will be on next Tuesday z after 
which, I shall write to you at Calais the 
Tuesday following ; which I hope you will 
find at Dessein*s, the end of the weeik. This 
will avoid the anxiety of letters being lost, 
or getting into improper hands. 

Your idea about monsieur and madame 
•Cauchoix is excellent, — Pray, ;give my best 
compliments to both. — Poor deserted St* 
Cloud ! Yet, from the beauties of nature, 
it must be still superior to every thing in the 
environs of Paris, according to my taste« 

My best compliments to madame De 
Chantereine. 

Adieu, dearest Polly, adieu i 



/ 



L£TT£R XVIK 

Prince's Courts 
Thursday^ July 24, 1770. 

Yesterday's post brought me the fa- 
vour of my dearest daughter's letter of the 
iSth, and the most pleasing news of her per- 
fect health. I suppose the wind has beea 
contrary, which is the reason of your not re- 
ceiving the bill for 600livres, dated the 10th. 
If by any accident the letter has miscarried, 
you may send the second bill for the same 
sum of the same date, which I now inclose 
to you 5 and it will be paid you in the same 
manner. Second bills were contrived 
for this very purpose. If the post brings 
you the first before the receipt of this let- 
ter, you will then destroy the second, or 
bring it with you : it will then be useless. 
I remember that I inclosed the first under 
abbe Arnaud's cover. It was payable, as 

VOL. IV. E 
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usual, to madame De Chantereine, or her 
order ; so that it will be of no use to any but 
herself, without her indorsement. I hope, 
however, my dear girl will have no more 
difficulty about it. 

I dine on Friday at Woolwich, with the 
court of a'dermen ; and thence proceed to 
South Barrow,* where I continue till Mr. 
Home's trial on Wednesday morning at 
Guildford : thence I cross the country to 
Dartford, and so on to Dover ; where I hope 
to dine on Friday the 3d of August, and to 
embrace my best-beloved soon after. 

I wrote to the honne last post ; to wish her, 
as well as you, a good journey and voyage. 

I have just completed an apartment iot 
the bonne at Fulham, which is infinitely 
more convenient than she has ever h^d hi- 
therto. 

I most heartily wish my dearest Polly a 
^ood journey to Calais ; and will write to 

r at Dessein's by Friday's post: after 

—-1. — 11- ■ .1 II — — — ■» 

'.ii:ntry-hi)use of Mr. Reynolds, his attorney. 



which 1 shall be on the ramble till we meet 
at Dover^ Pray, remember all my thimk'- 
fulness to madame Chantereine for her ua- 
common favours to you. My best respects 
attend the B^ron,- ia BarMne, Suard^ &c. 
&c. Adieu ! 



LETTER xvm. 



South Barr&bdf 
Sunday Noon, July 29, 1776» 

1 AM just returned, with Mr. Reynolds's 
agreeable family, from Bromley church; and 
am rewarded for my piety by two letters 
from my dear daughter, dated the 10th and 
22nd of this month. I am extremely happy 
that this tedious absence is almost run out ; 
and think with more pleasure of the present 
week than of any for the last three months, 
as I trust it will bring us together. I dined 
with the lord-mayor and court of aldermen 
on Friday> at Woolwich. I went in alder* 

B2 
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man Kirkman*s phaeton with hinii and thea 
crossed the country to this place in a post* 
chaise. We had two turtles, and a fulsome 
great dinner ; with the Russian officers of the , 
Eagle man-of-war, which* is there. Yester- 
day I was on horseback all the morning,, 
and in the evening went to see Mrs. Chase^ 
whose print-room I much admired, and the 
sedateness of the good old lady. 

Joe Paris is to be at Dover all the week, 
I have desired the town-clerk to get us pri- 
vate lodgings 5 and if you arrive there before 
me, Joe Paris will conduct you to them. I 
will contrive to be at Dover as early as I 
can on Friday; but 1 shall have to cross th« 
.country from Guildford to Bromley, and* 
again ^from Broniley to Dartford, after Mr. 
Home's trial at Guildford, the duration of 
which is very uncertain. I am very glad 
that you at last received the last bill of ex* 
change, of the 10th ; about the fate of which 
1 began to be suspicious. I hope you will 
have returned by the same route ; because I 
think it much the best, though one post more. 
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I advise you by all means to come with 
the first vessel which goes from Calais after 
your arrival there, for fear of missing a 
favourable wind. I do not believe Dessein 
will charge you more for the chaise ; or, at 
least, very little. I approve exceedingly your 
presents tomadame de Chanteretne and 
mademoiselle JuKe, which were very well 
judged. 

All this family desire their best compli- 
nents to you ; and we have settled a plan 
for Tunbridge, on our return from Margate. 

Remember the tea^ if you are indisposed 
in the vessel. May the most propitious 
gales waft speedily my dearest daughter to 
her native country, and to my fond wishes ! 

Adieu I 



WriSS WILKES'S RETURN TO EN«LAND# 

Miss Wilkes landed at Dover on the ad 
of August, 177O; and was met by her fa- 
ther according to appointment. They im- 
mediately proceeded to Fulham : and after 
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a short stay there^ they made a little tour into 
Sussex and Kent. Upon these circun>- 
stances an irritated adversary * made some 
remarks, to which Mr. Wilkes replied 
in the following words: *• My daughter 
went to Paris at the time of the dauphin's 
wedding; on the invitation of a lady of 
fashion, to her own houses 1 met her at 
Dover, on her return from France ; and dur- 
ing the month of August we made a tour 
together.** He was only absent from hour 
don (he says) " while the dog-star raged, 
when there is a vacation from all city bu- 
siness.** 

Early in the year 1771 he visited his 
estates in Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, and 
Bedfordshire. 
■ I I ' ■ ' ' ■■II I 1 1 1 1 ' 11^ 

* Mr. Home Tooke ; in his conlroversy with. Mr. 
Wilkes, on the separation of the Society of the Bill of 
IU|;hts, as mentioRed in p. 13> 14 of this volume. 
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Mb- WILKES and his DAUGHTER; 



DvBZNfik THB YEARS 1771, 177!», akd 1773. 



LETTER I* 

Fekruaty II, 1771. 

X AM impatient to hear of my dear papa's 
safe arrival ; and I sincerely wish he may not 
.have such weather as we have here, which 
must make his tour disagreeable, and occa- 
sion bis getting cold. It was so bad yester- 
day that I would not go to church ; and it 
continues to freeze very hard, with the pros- 
pect of a great deal more snow. I went on 
Saturday afternoon to pay my respects to 
our good friends in the Cloisters ; whom I 
found very cheerful, though far from well. 
1 have heard nothing worth commumcating» 
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I wish you a most agreeable jonrncy, and 
I beg yoa to accept the sincere assurance 
of the most tender love and duty of your 
grateful daughter^ 

Mary Wxlkes* 



I.BTTER II* 

February 18, \%7W 

J RAD the pleamre of my dear papaya let* 
ter last nighty at my return from Lime* 
street /^ and I am happy to know he had a 
good journey to Cambridge : but very sorry 
it was such a cold one, and that he has the* 
same prospect of weather as we have here^ 
The dinner-party yesterday was quite a 
private one : only Mrs. Reynolds and the 
two misses; but they both behaved so well,, 
that you will not, I believe, hear any com* 
plaints of them. — Frances was here yestcF^ 
day, after I had wrote. 
- > 

♦ At the hous© of Mr.. Reynolds^ his attorney.. 
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I dine with my grandmama* to-day* She 
was so obliging as to invite me on Saturday^ 



X^BTTBR III. 



Upwelf, 
Wednesday^ February IS, 1771*'' 

X ARRIVED here yesterday afternoon, my 
dearest Polly, from Cambridge, through a 
wilderness of snow, without the least acci- 
dent. I found my good tenant and his 
agreeable family in perfect health, rejoiced 
to have their landlord under their hospitable 
roof. The first people, both of Up well and 
Sutwell, were assembled, and passed the 
rest of the day with us ; and the ladies did 
not leave us till one this morning. The sup- 
per was quite a splendid entertainment* I 
was preceded by music, flags flying, &c, ; 
and was accompanied from Wisbeach by 

* Mr. WHkes's own mother, 

£ 5 
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Mr. Dixon's son-in-law^ Mr. Wilson^ a con- 
siderable merchant. 

Mr. Dixon's nephew^ a young academic 
of Cambridge/ and two other gentlemen of 
the university, accompanied me in the tour 
I made to see the curiosities and buildings. 
The people followed us in great crowds, 
with prodigious acclamations. I went, on 
Sunday evening, to Trinity-college chapel, 
to hear the service and anthem ; which are 
much admired from the goodness of the or- 
gan, and some excellent voices. The an- 
them was from the 11 6th Psalm, "/am 
well pleased that the Lord hath heard the 
voice of my prayer." One of the young 
gentlemen of the college came up to me, 
with much politeness ; and, with great grace, 
said, I am well pleased: presenting me, at 
the same time, with the book of anthems ; 
which I gave to a pretty woman near me. 

This afternoon we go to Lynn :* where I 



• He arrived at Lynn on the 13tb of February, 1771 ; 
where he was splendidly received^ and elegantly enter* 
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propose to continue rill Saturday morning 
early 5 and then to come the direct road to 
town, through Barton-mills, Newmarket, 



tained by the corporation. The following account ap* 
peared in the provincial papers : — 

He supped in the evening at Mr. alderman Browne'8> 
where he also slept : in the morning he was presented 
with an occasional poem,- bound in morocco; with the 
following inscription on the outside, in letters of gold : 

Viro praenobili ; 

Non proavis, non iitulis, non in8ignii8> 

Sed virtute ; 

JoHANNi WiLKBs, armigCFO : 

qui jnetu servitutis liberavit 

cives Britannos ;. 

^ qui patriae libertatem vindicavit 

q^i reipublicae restituit rem : 

Patri Patriae : 
coronam banc necti gratus 

jussit Apollo. 
Lennse, XVI. Cal. Mart.. 

M.DCC.LXXI. 

The neait day, being the first day of the anniversary 
mart, he attended the procession, with the mayor, 
aldermen^ &c. amidst the acclamations of the people ; 
and dined with those officers in the town-hall. After he 
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&c. I shall dine with my dearest daughter 
on Sunday at four, and wish that she would 
order a leg of pork : 1 shall not exceed that 
hour. 

The frost is thought very favourable to 
this country: but its intenseness is sur- 
prising 3 and the whole creation seems to 
suffer by it, except man. I beg you to 
remember, with my duty to my mother. 



had taken (he oaths^ and had been admitted a member of 
the corporation, he addressed them as follows : 

'* Mr. Mayor, and Gentlemen, 

" I return you my most hearty thanks for (he distin* 
guished honour you have conferred on me. I am very 
happy that my public conduct has been approved by 
those whose applause 1 so highly value. To persevere 
steadily and uniformly in the same line of action in the 
great cause of the people, to support the noble rights 
and privileges of this free nation, and with spirit to 
withstand every encroachment of arbitrary power, is the 
best return I can make to gentlemen of independent 
principles and liberal minds, as well as the only way I 
can shew myself worthy of being admitted a member of 
Uiis respectable corporation/' 
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Mr. Dixon's compliments. Do not forget 
me to your banne^ My dearest Polly, 

Adieu ! 



LETTER IV, 



Saturday Night. 

X HE pleasing account of the famous Mr. 
Wilkes was received in Prince's-court with 
great joy v ^nd the satisfaction I shared this 
afternoon with the old lady in Palace-yard.* 
It is hoped the retirement to Bedfordshire 
proved quite Fefreshing ; and that the for- 
bidden fruit occasioned no interruption to 
its composure. Monday's post will be 
waited for with great impatience, when I 
flatter myself to receive as agreeable tidings 
as I was this day so pleasingly surprised 
with. 

Indeed, my dear papa, I cannot express 



* His mother. 
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how much I am obliged by your kind atten* 
tion, nor how highly delighted with your 
letter.. It plainly shews the serenity and 
cheerfulness of mind that have always distin* 
guished you ; and which your notir posses- 
sing so eminently^ evinces a greatness of 
mind truly astonishing. I hope old Ocean 
received you with calmness, and that you 
will be witness to only his most beautiful 
appearances. Among the thoughts which 
will occur while you are admiring that no- 
ble object, r beg my dear papa will most 
favourably consider the tender duty and af^ 
fection of his daughter. 

My grandmama, and uncle Israel^ desired 
1 would present their love. 
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LBTTER V. 



Bull at Rochester y 
Thursday i Jidj^ 18, i 7 7 1 • 



MY DEAREST POLLY, 



X ARRIVED at Woolwich yesterday, about 
eleven; and found the lord-mayor just landed 
from the city-barge. We werq received 
with great acclamations from* a very nume- 
rous people, who assembled to pay their 
compliments to the city magistrates. We 
soon embarked on board the Chatham yacht, 
which was provided for us by the order of 
the admiralty ; and we sailed in her to 
Gravesend, which we reached between nine 
and ten« I was kept up till two in the 
morning as toast-master : and therefore did 
not choose to embark with the lord-mayor ^ 
for Rochester (which is a circuit of fifty 
miles); but preferred coming here, to 
meet the same company by land, in a post* 
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chaise (jthe distance only nine miles.y Our 
eompany all joined at dinner; and we are 
to continue here thiis evening. To-morrow 
ihfi corporation of Rochester dine with usf. 
and on Saturday I think I shall return to mf 
dearest daughter* 

I never knew a voyage. and journey, more- 
barren of amusement ; but yet I have takea 
up the pen, because it gives me another op- 
portunity of assuring you of my regard and 
tenderness*^ 

Adieu r 



LETTER VI. 



December 26, 177K 

JL HOP* this will find you, mydearpapa^ 
arrived, in good health, at Bath ;. and that 
your expectation of the roads has not beea 
disappointed. 

I have inquired twice about the Bath 
machine ; and they have sent me word, from 
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the place it goes from, that it sets out on 
Mondays, Wednesd^iys, and Fridays. The 
post-coach the saitie; and they are the 
same time upon the road^ This will occa- 
sion my sending your packet to-morrow. 
Pray, tell me which day you choose I should 
send the next, as it cannot go on Tuesday^ 
The machine goes from Fleet-market ; the 
post-coach, from Charing-cross. 

Ban jour, mon cker papa t 



LETTER Vtl."' 



December 27 9 177 K 

X FLATTER myself, dear papa, with the 
hopes of hearing from you to-day; the greatest 
pleasure I can receive in your absence : but 
as I am to dine with our agreeable friends 
in Soho-square to-day, 1 cannot defer writ- 
ing till after the post. Every opportunity 
of addressing you is so agreeable to me, that 
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my heart will not let me miss the opportu^ 
nhy of Mr. Glynn'is frank. I hope you 
have got lodgings that quite answer your 
purpose. The handsome widow desires 
her compliments; and begs you to make 
her apology to miss Gordon, for her not 
writing: which she is persuaded you will do 
better for her than she will for herself. Dr. 
Brocklesby and the major wish you the 
compliments of the season. Pray, give my 
affectionate respects to Mr. and Mrs. Glut* 
terbuck. 

Adieu ! — ^The tender affection and duty 
of your gratefuf daughter constantly attend 
you. 

I have an invitation for Lime-street on 
Wednesday.. 



JOHN WIL^KKS^ ESa. Q^l 
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ChristmaS'day, 1171 • 

A AM much obliged to my dear papa for 
his letter ; and I flatter myself he is per* 
suaded how happy every proof of his kind- 
ness makes me. It will give me gi^at plea* 
fiiire to send newspapers and letters^ as you 
wish : I am always happy in doing what you 
desire. — I hope you will receive a turkey 
and a brace of pheasants to-morrow^ quite 
good. — ^I am much obliged to you for your 
goodness about the venison. I have the least 
wish of sending any to Red-lion-court*. — 
I sent this morning to Mr. Churchill's, and 
he is something better. 

I most sincerely wish you the compli- 
ments of the season ; and I beg you to be 

* The residence pf Mrs. Wilke& and Mrs. Mead. 
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assured^ that my dear i papa has the teni- 
derest afFection of his grateful^ and dutiAif 
daughter. 

Be so good as to inform me particularly of 
your health* 



IiSTTBR ix^ 

iStmth Parade^ BaiK, 
Sunday^ December 99 f niK 

X HAD the pleasure^ my dear Polly^ of re^ 
ceiving your letters^, and the pheasants, as^ 
well as the packet of newspaperi^ very^ safe ^ 
and I thank you for your care and attention 
about them. I have already settled my route 
for returning to London, Our good friend 
Mr. Cliitterbuck has been here these twa* 
days ; and it is settled^ for me to go to Luck- 
nam house"**" next Saturday morning fron^^ 

* Mr..Ciutterbuckfs residence* 
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Sath^ but to continue there only till Sun- 
day morning. I have therefore but two 
>day9 to get from thence to town ; so that it 
will be Monday, the 6th of January, in the 
evening, before I can get to Prince's-court, 
— ^My plan about Salt-hill must be postpon- 
ed ; but I mean nothing should prevent my 
being in town on Monday evening. 

I have found here a most elegant Paris 
hand^screen ; which I have made the pur- 
chase of, as a Bath tribute to my dear 
daugbt;er. 

I pass my time with my old friends, 
Nixon, Clutterbuck, Sharpe and family; 
Mr. and Mrs. Bull, miss Barnes who is 
with them, &c. &c. They are so obliging 
BS to dine here to-morrow. — ^To-day I am 
going to meet Mr. Walton, at his seat 
about eight miles from hence ; but I return 
in the evening. 

The new rooms greatly exceed my expec- 
tation : and all the late improvements here 
are in a noble style ; especially Mr. Fulte- 
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ney*s new bridge, building over the Avon, 
which will be finished next year. 

I wish you to send me the next packet by 
Wednesday's machine^ or post-coach; but 
the daily papers, I mean the Public and 
Gazetteer, you may send every night till 
Friday. On Saturday morning I shall get 
the papers, before I set out for Mr. Clutter- 
buck's. On Friday and Saturday night be 
so good to send the Public and Gazetteer ; 
directed to me " at Mr. Smith's, the Castle, 
at Speenhill^ Berks, to be left till .called 
for;" and I shall find them for my amuse- 
ment on Sunday evening, as I mean to lie 
there. 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER %• 

Prince* S'Courtf 
Tuesday Nighty Dec. SI, \71U 

i^INCE you left town, the weather has in- 
tsrely changed, and I am uneasy at the idea 
of its being no better where you are ; which 
would render the sea-side disagreeable and 
unwholesome for you. — I received yesterday 
a note from my mother; desiring me to go 
for two nights to Clapham, to-morrow, in- 
stead of to-day. I am sorry for the alteration, 
as it will prevent my having the pleasure of 
doing up your packets^on Thursday night ; 
but I shall leave strict charge with the cook, 
to take care of them. On Friday morning 
I shall certainly return. This day's post 
brought me a letter from the widow, who 
comes back this week. She mentions her 
8on*s recovering very fevourably, but hav- 
ing been deprived the pleasure of seeing her 
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daughters. I paid my duty this evening in 
Palace-yard : and found my grandmama ;* 
ivho is tolerably well^ and very solicitous 
^out your health. That most important 
object now engrosses all my thoughts and 
all my wishes : may these be accomplished 
in your long, very long, preservation to en- 
joy health and happiness !— Mr. and Mrs. 
Hayfey sent to know how you did this; 
morning. 

I flatter myself to-morrow will give me 
the pleasure of hearing from you, and 
that the evening coach will bring mc your. 
letter to Clapham. Should it contain any 
directions, I can send them here the next 
morning. 

jigreezy mon cher papa, avec voire induU 
gence ordinaire^ les assurances du respect et- 
de la tendfesse de 

I voire oleissanteJiUey 

Marie Wilkbs.. 



■«^ 



Mr. Wilkes's mother. 
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LETTER XI. 



South Parade^ Baih^ 
Jaru 1, 1772. 

.After the warmestwls hes for a long 
Buccession of happy years to my dearest 
daughter^ I shall give her the little history 
of my time since I wrote last. — I had a very 
agreeable day with Mr. and Mrs. Walton, 
and the rest of their family, about ten miles 
from hence ; and was charmed with the 
true old English hospitality of the season, 
80 rarely met with even at this distance from 
the capital. — I have passed an evening with 
Mr. Brereton's family and the two misses 
Linley. The eldest I think still superior 
to all the handsome things I have beard of 
her. She does not seem in the least spoil- 
ed by the idle talk of our sex ; and is the 
most modest, pleasing, delicate flower,. I 

VOL. IV. F 
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have seen for a great while* : the youngest^ 
a mere coquet ; no sentiment. — Yesterday, 
I dined at Mrs. Sharpens, with Mr. Clut- 
terbuck. The Sharpes are the same as 
you left them, only four years older. — 
Morris is here, and has visited me.— ^Mrs. 
Macaulay has just left Bath. 

To-morrow, Mr. Bull and I go to Bris- 
tol, where we are to pass the night. The 
friends of freedom assemble there on the 
occasion, and give a public dinner. It i9 
thought they will be very numerous. — ^We 
could not contrive to return here before 
Friday noon. That day has not a post to 
town, and I hope to be there on Monday 
evening ; so that this is the last time I can 
pay any compliments to you in the present 
little excursion. — Mr. Bull leaves Bath on 
Saturday morning ; when Mr. Clutterbuck's 
horses come for me, to conduct me to Luck- 
nam-house. — I beg my daughter to order a 
good fire in my bed-chamber on Mondaj^ 
afternoon. 

* Mrs. Sheridan. 



JOHK WILKE85 BSQ. 99 

Yea are superior to scandal^ and Bath 
now affords nothing else ; therefoM^ dearest 
I^oliy, goodnight! 



LBTTBR XII. 

January 1, 1772. 

X BBOiN the year most agreeably^ dear 
papa, by addressing you, and sincerely wish- 
ing you many happy returns of this day. 

I am very glad the pheasants arrived safe, 
and hope they have proved good. I shall 
be very happy to see my dear father on 
Monday, and will take <:are that his apart- 
ment shall be well aired. — Mr. Churchill 
has been here, and looks pretty welL Dr: 
and Mrs. Wilson are very poorly. Our 
agreeable friends in Lime-street*', have been 
so obliging as to send me an invitation for 



• Mr. Reynolds^ who was Mr, Wilkes's attorney* 

J?2 
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to-day ; and no company can give me more 
pleasure than those who make you often 
the subject of their conversation. 

I asked Mr. Churchill to give me some 
news for you, but he only desired his best 
compliments. 

That health and -happiness may constantly 
attend you, is my most ardent wish. 



LETTER XIII. 

Monday Jftei^oo/ru 

A AM just favoured with my dear papa^s 
letter of yesterday ; which, besides the usual 
pleasure, affords me an agreeable surprise, 
as I imagined he was on his Httle Excur- 
sion. 

The chickens and rabbits have proved 
very good, and added to the widow* s admira- 
tion and mine of the judgment in market- 
ting of the donor, equal in poultry to what 
it is in^^A. 
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Mr. Reynolds called here this morning, to 
inquire when you returned ; as he wished to 
know what would be most agreeable to you 
to be done at a meeting of your friends, in- 
tended to take place in a day or two. I 
pressed him very much to write you all par- 
ticulars relating to so interesting a transac- 
tion^ which I hope he will do. I am much 
edified by my dear papa's going to church ; 
and hope his piety will be rewarded with a 
good sermon whenever he is so well disposed. 
He would have nothing to wish, were but 
the prayers granted of a heart that feels for 
him every sentiment of duty and affection. 



LBTTER XIV. 

Friday y January 3. 

X THINK of Monday, dear papa, with 
great pleasure; and I flatter myself with 
the happiness of seeing you a great deal 
better for the change of air, and dissipation 
of your journey. 
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Our friends in Lime-street inquired kind- 
ly after you ; and you was Mrs. Reynolds's 
toast. 

My uncle Heaton* was so obliging as to 
call here yesterday. He was very well, and 
did me the favour of inviting me for Saturday. 

I am sorry you will have but two days for 
your journey ; as I am afraid that will occa- 
sion your travelling in the dark, which is 
vexy disagreeable 

Adieu, dear papi ! 



LBTTEB XV. 

Newport^ hit of Wight f 
Tuesday y June 9, 1772. 

MY SPAREST POLLT, 

X ARBivED at Cobham on Sunday before 
twelve, and dined, like a sober citizen, by 
one; then sauntered through the elysium 
of Mr. Hamilton's gardens till eight in the 

* Mr. Heaton Wilkes. 
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evening, like the first solitary man through 
Paradise ; and afterwards went to "bed be- 
fore ten. Yesterday I got to Guildford by 
eleven, and paid my compliments to our 
good friend Mrs. Waugh and her family : 
reached Portsmouth at five; dined there 
with Mr. Sharpe, Stavely, and Macaulay : 
went into an open boat at eight, in the 
smoothest sea and softest evening in the 
world ; and in an hour landed at Ride, in 
this island, seven miles from Portsmouth. 
. Mr. Arr^ sent, this morning, an elegant 
post-chaise and four for us, which brought 
Mr. Stavely and myself here. The next 
two days we mean to employ in the tour of 
the island ; and then to return to London, 
by Southampton, on Saturday or Sunday 
inoming, if the wind is favourable. 

My reception here was as distinguished as 
at Deal, and very handsome even at Ports- 
mouth. All our friends desire their best 
xx)mpliments to you ; and we have but one 
•wish — a warm one, I assure you, — ^for your 
company with us. Adieu 1 
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LETTER XVI. 

Bide^ in iJie Isle of Wighf^ 
Saturday J Aug. 1. 

MT DfiAREST POLLY, 

aT was SO late on Thursday before I reach- 
ed Cobham^ that I thought it most prudent 
to He there : but I rose very early yesterday 
morning, by which I was enabled to reach 
this place last night ; and am now pfoceedr 
ing to Mr. Jolliffe's. I had a navigation of 
only an hour and a half, in an open boat, tQ 
this charming spot. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garrick arrived at Mr. 
Fitzmaurice's on Wednesday ^ and pass the 
next week here, I am told. 

I wish you to send to know how Mrs^ 
Barrell does in her great affliction; 

Bad pens^ paper, and ink, at Ride ; but 
good fish and wine; Unluckily, I can give 
you none of these latter; and can only employ 



JOHN WrLKBS^ BSQ. 105 

the other to tell my dear daughter that I am 
well, and always her affectionate father. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER XVir. 



August 5, 177^. 

A WAS made very happy, dear papa, on my 
return from Ilford, by the agreeable news of 
your arrival at the Isle of Wight in good 
health. I am very glad you are so prudent 
as not to travel in the dark. I was afraid 
you would not be able to go as far as you 
intended on Thursday. My warmest wishes 
attend my dear papa, for his having a most 
agreeable tour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux desire their 
compliments to you, and regret very much 
their not having had the pleasure of seeing 
you at Ilford. They did me the favour of 
receiving me in the most obliging manner* 

F 5 
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Mrs. Macaulay was there all the time, 
which contributed to make the visit ex- 
tremely agreeable. Your health was re- 
membered constantly. 

Le marquis de Pezay has been here ; 
whom, I fancy, you remember very well. He 
is extremely intimate with baron Holbach, 
and well acquainted with all his societe ; but 
particularly with M. Diderot, who has 
brought him up. He has all then* ccnnpli- 
ments for you, and is very sorry for your 
absence. He is come to England with 8 
party, one of whom is the bishop of 
Wilna. 

I beg my compliments to all your friend^ 
in the Isle of Wight. 

Every kind assurance which my dear papa 
is so good as to give me, has the sincerest 
return of gratitude ; and he will ever have 
the most tender affection of his dutiful 
daughter. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Shanklin, Isle of Wight j 
August 5, 1772. 

MY DEAREST POLLY5 

A WROTE to you on Saturday from Ride, 
the morning after I arrived in this beautiful 
island. The same day, I came here ; and at- 
tended the family of the Jolliffes to a little 
parish church, with about a tythe of the 
people, who frequent our chapel. 
• On my return, as if to reward me for such 
an act of devotion, I had the pleasure of see- 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Gtarrick, Mr. and Mrsi 
Smith, Mr. Fitzmaurice, &c ; who carried 
me away toKnighton, Mr.Fitzmaurice's seat, 
where I dined, and passed the day. I found 
the landlord extremely amiable and polite. I 
met sir Richard Worsley there, and some 
more Neapolitan acquaintance. Sir Richard 
has a fine seat in the neighbourhood, called 
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Apuldurcomb ; where he engaged me to pass 
Monday, with his mother, sister, &c. Mr- 
and Mrs. Garrick, and the set from Knight- 
ton, came to a grand breakfast, but did not 
stay till dinner. Miss Worsley, a young la- 
dy of fourteen, infinitely engaging, favoured 
us with some exquisite songs ; and the com- 
pany paid her the homage due to such merit. 
Yesterday I went to the priory, Mr. 
Grose's seat^ on the eastern part of the 
island ; with the tWo misses JollifFe, and a 
Mr. Hewson, the clergyman here. The 
house is mean ; but the situation is most 
beautiful, and the gardens well laid out, al- 
though not entirely in the modern style; 
Portsmouth, Gosport, and the ships at Spit- 
head, are in sight, which give great variety 
to one part of the view ; and the grandeur 
of old Ocean, without a prospect of the 
shore, adds sublimity to it. We returned 
here last night ; and to-day I am going again 
to Knighton, by particular invitation. What 
fine food for political paragraphs ! But I 
whisper you, that not a syllable has been 
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hinted of politics ; and I suspect, from the 
accounts given me here, that lord Shel- 
bume's brother and his lordship have 
scarcely all the same party ideas: but the 
conversation was in a much superior strain ; 
and literature, the belles-lettres^ human life 
and manners, find us occupation enough 
for every kind of reflection and thought. — 
Mrs. Garrick is, as usual, the most captivat- 
ing of the whole circle ; but there is a wife 
of Mr. Smith, une femme d^uii certain age, 
in the style of lady Temple ; very sensible 
and entertaining, with politeness free from 
the least aflectation of it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garrick are uncertain as to 
their stay at Knighton; and Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
of consequence, undetermined. This throws 
the same uncertainty on my future plan^ I 
have an idea of a little excursion to Alderney, 
the remains of the Norman duchy ; but the 
doubt of when I may get back alarms me, 
although the common passage is only six 
hours: I must therefore, I suspect, give 
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up that idea. I beg you to keep all letters, 
&c. for the present ; and in a day or two 
I will mention how and where I wish them 
to be sent. 

I hope my dear daughter has amused her- 
self well in her little excursion^ and shall be 
most happy to hear a favourable account of 
her health. 

Adieu 1 



m» 



LETTER XJX. 



Lyniingionf 
Saturday Nighty Aug. 8, 1772. 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

1 AM just arrived here, after a short and 
agreeable passage from the Isle of Wight ; 
where I left all our friends well, except poor 
Garrick, who complains terribly of the 
stone. — He, Mrs. Garrick, and Mr. Fitz- 
maurice, gave me many most agreeable 
hours at Knighton. 



JORir WILKBd, BSa. Ill 

I have only time to thank you for your 
entertaining letter, which I received this 
momingy and likewise all the newspapers. 
Be so good as to order George to take the 
packet of all the newspapers and letters to 
the Rose, at Holbom-bridge ; and let them 
be booked at the inn, directed for me " at 
the Angel, in Lymington, by the Southamp* 
ton stage." I wish them to be sent on 1 ues- 
day; and after that time, I shall think of 
soon returning to my dearest daughter. 

Eleven. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER XX. 



Plymouth, 
m Friday f Aug. 14, 1772. 

X EMBARKED, my dcarest Polly, at Ly- 
mington, early on Monday morning : but 
the wind soon became unfavourable; and 
blew so hard, that we were obliged that af- 
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teraoon to put into Swanage, a rascally dirty 
little town in Dorsetshire, where I was sur- 
feited with compliments, and stunned with 
the ringing of bells, &c. 

Tuesday I wen t again early on board the 
sloop, with little better success ; for the wind 
was so contrary, we could only make West 
Lul worth, a delightful village and little bay ini 
Dorsetshire. I employed the afternoon in vi- 
siting a fine old seat of Mr. Weld, about three 
miles distant, called Lulworth-castle ; and 
on Wednesday, at four, I re-embarked. The 
whole day, we beat about with little wind ; 
but at last we made Brixham-quay, in Tor- 
bay, the place where king William landed^ 
about four on Thursday morning, I was 
ready to fall on my knees on the sacred spot ; 
and could scarcely leave the holy steps on 
which he landed to rescu^ a wretched 
people from slavery and the Stuarts. I was 
provoked to find no pyramid, obelisk, nor 
the least public memorial, on such a spot: 
but I hope the memory of that event is 
engraven on the hearts of the people ; who 



JOHN WILKB99 ESO. )]3 

seem to me, in that part of Devonshire^ 
very staunch to the cause of liberty. 

I hired horses at six yesterday morning 
toTotness, nine miles frotn Brixham-quay^ 
where I dined ; and in the evening reached 
this fdace^ twenty-four miles from Totness^ 
I was so fatigued with my voyage^ that 
I sent the sloop back from Brixham- quay ; 
wd I now intend to take my course back 
entirely by land* 

I have been to-day in raptures with th6 
beauties of Mount Edgecumbe^ and I never 
wished for my dear daughter's company 
more than to enjoy them with me ; but I 
was very much pleased you had not all the 
irksome tediousness and inconveniences of 
Monday, Tuesday^ and Wednesday, to en- 
counter. 

We have here the most noble and sub- 
lime prospect I have seen, with many soft 
apd delicate beauties intermixed. The main 
ocean, an immense dock yard, a large town, 
many large ships, great woods and lawns^ 
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Mr. Squire has been my conductor ; al- 
though I see him in great affliction for the 
loss of his youngest son^ who died on 
Thursday night, 

I am just returned from a long walk with 
him and Mr. Jones^ a North Carolina 
gentleman just arrived ; and have now only 
time to wish you a good nighty and to say 
that I shall write to my dear Polly from 
Exeter on Monday or Tuesday^ as I ineaii 
to be there on one of those days. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER XXI. 

August 11, 177«. 

JL AM extremely obliged to you, dear papa, 
for your kind letters : that from Shanklin 
I had the pleasure of receiving on Saturday ; 
and the last, yesterday. I am very happy to 
know you are well, and that you have passed 
your time so agreeably in the Isle of Wight J 
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I sincerely wish the remainder of your tour 
may give you equal pleasure with the first 
part. I am very sorry poor Garrick has 
such a dreadful disorder. 

I was on Sunday at my uncle's, at Twick- 
enham ; and, to my great concern, found 
tiie family in affliction. As he was return- 
ing there on Saturday night in his whiskey, 
the horse took fright at a heap of rubhish 
near home; and the whiskey went with such 
force against a post, as to throw him out^ 
and occasion the misfortune of his breaking 
a rib very near the back-bone. Falling on 
his face, it is cut in several places, and much 
bruised. The same surgeon attends him 
who set his arm ; and be has given hopes 
that my uncle's confinement will be short. 
He has happily had no fever.— My cousin 
Jack was with him, and thrown out at the 
flame time ; but fortunately received no hurt. 
The coachman attended them^ on horseback. 
]Vf y uncle was too ill to see me, and has de- 
aired that his friends will not come to h m at 
present. 



Il6 MEMOIBS OF 

Mrs. Barrell is pretty well.— I intend call-- 
ing on her to-morrow. 

I am sure you will share the pleasure 
which the generosity shewn to Mr. James^ 
&c. gives me ; which makes me not delay 
to inform you of it. The creditors have 
given up Mrs. James and Mrs. Down's set- 
tlements ; the former of which is l6o/. and 
the latter 200/. a-year : made the partners a 
present of J 00 /. each ; a;id given them all 
their town furniture, with the ladies' jewels. 
There has been a subscription at Clapham for 
Mr. James, of 500 /. ; and several gentlemen 
there offered to lend him 200/. each, at a 
per cent., to go into business ; but he de^ 
clined it. 

I am a little surprised at your leaving the 
Isle of Wight so soon, from what you wrote 
to me in your obliging and entertaining leU 
ter from Shank lin. 

^ Adieu, dear papa ! 

May health and pleasure attend you I 
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Jones was not executed this morning, and 
18 ^aid to be pardoned. 

I have just had the pleasure of hearing 
that my uncle is well enoiigh to get up. 



XETTER XXII. 



August 16, 1772. 

JL HOPE this will find my dear papa returned, 
in perfect health, from his little voyage to 
Plymouth ; which, it gives me pleasure to 
thinki has been an agreeable excursion. We 
continue to have delightful weather, and I 
hope you have the same enjoyment. 

I have just seen my cousin Jack ; who 
brought me the pleasing account of my un- 
jcle's being surprisingly well, with an oblig- 
ing letter from him on account of this day, 
in which he desires his kindest love to you. 

Mr. Hayley was at home when I sent. 
My cousin is just the same ; the rest of the 
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family very well. I found Mrs. Barrell bet- 
ter than I expected. She desired her t:om- 
plimen's. 

I paid my respects in the Cloisters on Fit- 
day evening, and our friends inquired very 
kindly after you. 

I have not seen the bishop of Wilna. The 
marquis De Pezay intends bringing him here 
when you return. I believe that party are 
gone on a tour. — I had the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux, and Mrs. Macau- 
lay, here on Thursday. They desired their 
compliments. The former favoured me with 
a very obliging invitation into Norfolk; with 
the kind addition of offering to send for me 
great part of the way. Mrs. Macaulay will 
be there the remainder of the summer. She 
told me she was engaged to go to the Isle of 
Wight ; and would have been very glad if 
she could have gone while you was there. 

I hope you have received the parcels. 

Accept my sincere thanks for the satisfac- 
tion you are so kind as to express at my 
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pleasures ; and I beg leave to add^ that 
yours always make me happy. 

Continue, dear papa, your kind afiection 
and goodness to your grateful daughter; 
whose heart feels every sentiment she owes 
jou, above expression. 



|]Miss Wilkes accepted of the invitation, 
mentioned in the preceding letter, to the 
house of Mr. Crisp Molyneux, at Garbol- 
disham, in Norfolk ; from whence she sent 
«the six following letters to her father.] 
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Buryy 
Saturday Morning. 

DEAR PAPA^ 

1 TAKB the liberty of informing yoa dF 
my arrival here ; as I remember the letters 
from Garboldisham are received only the 
third day, and I cannot learn here when the 
post sets out from thence. I will have the 
pleasure of writing to you as soon as possi- 
ble. I lay at Sudbury, where I arrived a 
little after bix. I have had a very pleasant 
journey, without the least accident, 

Bon jour^ mon cher papa I 



Garboldisham^ 
Sunday Afieimoon. 

A HOPE, dear papa, you will have received 
my letter from Bury before this reaches you. 
I would not miss that opportunity of having 
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the pleasure of writing to you. I had a plea- 
sant ride from thence here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux received mein 
tho most obliging manner. I am under the 
necessity of deferring an account of thif 
plac€^ as my letter k waited for. I shall 
^y A^» U is very pleasant. 

I hope for the favour of hearing from 
you ; und b^ that of staying til) Seaturday 
or Monday. The direction is only to thi^ 
iplace, *' Norfolk/' Accept, dear papa, the 
B4raraoce of my afSbction and duty ; and 
that of my latitude for my coming here. 

I will do mysdf the pleasure of writing to 
you to-morrow* I have not heard of any of 
ifae &mily*s goiog to town very soon. 



VOL. IV. 
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^arboUisham. 
^EAR PAPA^ 

X AM happy in having another opportunity 
of writing to you ; and I hope very soon for 
the favour of a letter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux^ and the com*' 
pany here^ desire their compliments. This 
situation^ and the country round -it^ :we 
very pleasant. Inhere is a good garden^ ^vith 
a very pretty wood. The housC; is good asril 
convenient^ but does not stand high : iV haa^ 
however, an agreeable prospect. ^The com- 
pany have perfect freedom given* them herei 
and we are nine at table. 

Be always persuaded, . dear papa, of the 
tender affection and gtatitude of your, ever 
dutiful daughter. , 
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Garboldishanu 



DEAR PAPA^ 



T TAKB the opportunfty of the Norwich 
coach, to have the pleasure of paying you 
ray duty : as I find that, if I was to write 
by to-morrow's post, you would not receive 
my letter till Monday ; and by this convey- 
Mice it will reach you to-morrow. 

We arrived here last night, after a very 
good journey. On Thursday we lay at 
Hockrell, in Oimbridgeshire, thirty miles 
from town ; and had not any rain after we 
left Walthamstow. Yesterday the weather 
was as favourable for us as possible. We 
came quite a different road to that I did 
when I was here before ; through Chester- 
ford, Newmarket, and Thetford : a very 
pleasant and good one ; and, I believe, a little 
nearer. We are quite well. Mrs. Moly- 

G 2 
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neux has^been so obliging as to mentioii 
going to Houghton and Holcombe ; but has 
not fixed the day for setting out on that 
tour. She has not heard yet of the arrival 
of the travellers at Paris. 

I shall acquaint my dear papa with the 
plan of our^^cursion >Hk my next letter. I 
wUl inquire the distances ; and if it should 
not take place till after next we^^ I thiol;: 
it will certainly be best for me not to return 
here. We are to go in Mrs. Molyneux'« 
coach ; and Mr. Crisp Molyncux is to be of 
the party. He comes down in a few days^ 
with another gentleman. At present^ there is 
only his brother here. I shall be very happy 
to hear from my dear papa ; and J beg he 
will inform me of a health which is^ and 
ought to be^ the dearest to me. Henry had 
a good journey, and is better. 

Je vous prie defuire mil complimens pow 
mot a monsieur Smith^. I have the deepest 

* Mr. Wilkes's natufal son : her cousin, as he is else* 
where st)'led. 
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aeoae^ dear papa^ of your goodoess ; a^d it 
m my fir^t pleasure to shew myself your du* 
Mifiil and affectionate daughter^ 

Mahy Wilkes*^ 

r 

I hope to have the pleasure of a letter 
jfrom yoQ in a very few days, Henri begi 
]pu to^ receive her duty. 



Garholdisham. 

1 BAD the pleasure^ dear papa, of paying 
you my duty by the Nom^h eoach,^ on Sa« 
turday ;. but, for fear that some accident may 
liave happened to my letter, I will not delay 
repeating it, and mentioning a second time 
our good journey : I hope, however, to find 
the contrary, as I have been assured that con- 
veyance is very secure, I therein informed 
you of Mrs, Molyneux's kind intention of 
taking me to Holcombe and Houghton. 
Tuesday is the day for seeing lady Leices* 
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lev's i and we shall set out on this excursioir 
on Monday » if my dear papa favours me 
with his leave. We are to go in the coach 
or post-chaise, and have gentlemen. On 
thinking more about it, I fancy it will be 
proper, and best for me, to return here, not 
to let Mrs. Molyneux come back alone ; and 
for my going to town^. on account ef Henri 
and my baggage, I beg to know your opi- 
n'on, which I am always happy to conform 
to. The tour will take up but a little time $ 
50 tliar itwilLmake only a short delay (if any) 
of my return to town. I beg the favour of 
your indulgence till the latter end of next 
week, in case it should take longer than I 

imagine. 

Mrs. Molyneux desires her compliments, 
and would be very glad to see you here. So 
far from wishing to stay longer than the time 
you have been so good as to permit me, it 
would quite give me concern to lengthen my 
absence from my dear papa. 

Mr, Molyneux arid his family are safely 
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at Paris. The gentlemen that I men* 
tioned are expected on Saturday. 
- I am ever, dear papa^ with the most ten^^x 
der affection^ 

your dutiful and grateful daughter^ 

Mary Wilkes. 

I count the days till I have the pleasure 
of hearing from you; 



Garboldishantf Sunday. 

J^HAVE b^dy d^r papa, the great pleasure of 
jrouf t^eo^fcind^letters ; which have the sin- 
oerest'retirrn of gratitude, and have made me 
happy in- the favourable account of your 
health; As you are so good as to leave me 
tt) plan for my return, I take the earliest 
day to mention what I have thought (if it 
has your approbation) of doing after our 
tour has been quite settled ; as Mrs. Moly- 
neux waited to determine, till she had con- 
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suited some gentlemen of this country^ an^ 
who have before gone it. We set out to-moiv 
row early^ and propose returning on W^nes* 
day or Thursday. I mentioned bearing parb 
•f the expence ; but Mrs. Molyneux was sa 
obliging as to decline it. This circumstance 
makes the money I have quite sufficient : 
I am deeply sensible of my deaf papa's^ 
goodness in thinking of sending me more. 

Mrs. Molyneux will do me the favour ot 
letting me have her post-chaise to Bury^ 
sixteen miles from hence.—- I shall be much 
obliged to you to send William to the 
Angel-inn at that place, by the coacb^ 
which, comes there on Saturday evening 
next ; and I will be there on Sunday very 
early, if agreeable to you for me to go ta 
town in one day. I should prefer that ; but 
if you like better my lying on the road^ i 
shall have the happiness of paying my 
duty to my dear papa on Monday.— I an» 
informed an outside passenger of the Bury 
coach pays nine shillings ; which would be 
much cheaper for William to come by^ ihoot 
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on horseback. It goes from the Black BuUj 
in Bishopsgate-street^ on Friday night. My 
only reason for ^Ung on Sunday y is the ex- 
pence of his being a day at Bury ; and if 
he did not come on the Saturday, he could 
not be there till the Tuesday. Should my 
dear papa have the least objection to my 
travelling that day, I will set out on Mon- 
day, or if he thinks William should have a 
day's rest, before he rides seventy- two miles. 
Mrs. Molyneux desires her compli- 
ments, and is extremely sorry not to see 
you. We dined yesterday at Mr. Wood- 
ley's, (who was governor of the Leeward 
Islands,) at Quidenham ; a seat of Lord Al- 
bemarle's, and a pretty place. There was 
a turtle; and a very elegant dinner, with a 
service of plate. It wa? a very agreeable 
day} 

Mrs. Molyneux is so kind as to say she 
wishes me to stay longer ; but I cannot 
think of delaying my return where my 

o 5 
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heart pays the tribute so much due^ of duty, 
^ffectton^ and gratitude* 

Many thanks for the French papers,—^ 
The post comes here every day, except 
Tuesday^ 



i» 



LETTER XXIII. 



Exeter^ 
Mondajfy August 17, 1772^ 

A ARRIVED here^ dearest Polly, this monv 
ing ; and the first person I saw was Charles 
Pearce's brother, who insisted on my comb- 
ing to Charles's house, who received me 
with open arms. Yesterday, I came to Ivy- 
bridge, eleven miles from Exeter, with all 
Mr. Squire's family ; and after dinner the 
ladies joined me in libations to my dear 
daughter's health, and many happy anniver- 
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saries*. My joy would have been complete 
if you had been of the party. That circum- 
stance only was wanting ; for the scene, the 
country, the company, were as gay and as 
pleasing as possible. 

I write this from Charles Pearce's house : 
and this evening I leave Exeter, and go with 
him to Exmouth ; where he has, as they say, 
a sweet country retirement. 

I beg the favour of you to send to Ly- 
mington, by Friday's coach, all letters^ and 
the newspapers. After that, I mean to re- 
turn to town ; and wish you to keep every 
thing till next week, when I shall have the 
pleasure of rejoining you in Prince's- court. 

I hope to write to you on Wednesday 
from Weymouth, where I intend to p^ss one 
day. 

Adieu ! 

t The 16th of August was miss Wilkes's birth -tU)'. 
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LETTEB XXIV. 

Thursday Nighty 
Augmt 20, 1772^ 

JL RAD the ple^ure, dear papa^ of yeeeivitig 
your kind letter from Exeter this evenings 
on my return from walking. I have sent 
the letters and newspapers by the Lyming- 
ton coach ; but, for fear of making them 
too late, I take this conveyance for writing, 
— I had your favour from Plymouth on 
Monday. 

I am very happy you pass your time so 
agreeably. Receive my best thanks for 
your kind remembrance on my birth-day : 
what has been my most pleasing occupation 
in the years I have already passed, will always 
continue to be so; the shewing my senti-- 
ments for my dear papa, whenever he does 
me the pleasure of thinking on me. I b^ 
him to be persuaded of my most tender af- 
fection, duty, and gratitude* 
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I have not heard aiY^ private news worth 
communicating : you wiil^ have all the pub- 
lic from the papers. 

It always gives me the greatest pleasure to 
see you ; and I am very grateful for the moi^ 
meats you are so indulgent as to give me in 
your absence. 

Ban sozr, man cher papa J Je vous ern^ 
hrasse tendrement^ en vaus souhaitant un ban 
voyage. 



1.BTTSR XXV* 



Lt/mingtoHf 
Sunday f August 2 






jL asriveb here, my dearest PoHy, on 
Friday night. After I wrote to you on 
Monday from Exeter, the people here were 
so unanimous and so violent in their expres- 
sions of zeal to me, that I thought it most 
prudent the same evening to accept an invi- 
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tation of Mr. Pearce's to Exmouth, a fish- 
ing village about ten miles from Exeter ; 
and I came there with the family in their 
coach. The next day I went with them^ 
by water, to Mr. Remnant's, at St^r €rass, 
where we all passed the day and night : 
and at one on Wednesday morning I re- 
turned by water to Exmouth ; went to bed 
till five ; then proceeded on horseback, with 
Mr. Pearce's brother, to Sidmouth; and 
from thence to Lime, where I lay. I found 
there Mr. Thomas HoUis, and other true 
friends of liberty ; with whom I passed the 
remainder of the day. On Thursday I 
reached Weymouth, in the evening. I sent 
my compliments to Mr. Oliver, who was too 
ill to see company. Mr. Home was like- 
wise there, to whom I did not send any com- 
pliment. I left Weymouth, a melancholy 
disagreeable town,^ early on Friday morning, 
and got here by nine at night. 

I found the letters and parcels here fron^ 
my dear daughter ; and I thank her much 
for her care and attention. 
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I was much concerned for my dear daugh- 
ter'& accident : but Mr. Saxby, whom I saw 
at Exeter, assured me it would not be at- 
tended by any alarming consequences ; and 
I am happy that your letter confirms that 
account. 

Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux are very obli- 
ging to give you an invitation to Norfolk. 
If your own inclination meets it, I can have 
no objection ; but I must be fixed to the ca- 
pital till afler Michaelmas. I have a plan 
of a tour for you in October, for a few days ; 
but that need not interfere with an excursion 
to Norfolk, in September. I hope to be in 
town on Friday or Saturday ; and then we 
•Will try to shape it in the most agreeable 
form to Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux, as well as 
yourself. I can accompany you thirty or 
forty miles ; but I suppose their distance 
exceeds a hundred. 

I wish you now to keep all letters and 
papers till my return, which I shall be able 
to fix by the next post : but as Salisbury is 
not much out of the road, I have an idea of 
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seeing that place and Wilton, \^hich is ytrf 
near it, before my return ^ or else, Mid« 
hurst and Petworth, on the other road. 

My dearest Polly, adieu I 



LETTER XXVI. 

Petworthy 
Tuesday^ August tS» 

A HOPE that my dearest daughter received 
my letter from Lymington, which I wrote oa 
Sunday. Afterwards I went to Southamp«» 
ton, where I staid only half an hour ; and 
proceeded to Gosport, where I passed the 
evening with our agreeable friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brett. Yesterday morning I surveyed 
the dock-yard and store-bouses at Ports- 
mouth ; and came on through Chichester 
to Medhurst. This morning I visited lord 
Montacute's noble seat at Cowdry, with 
fresh satisfaction. I am told that the fine 
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paintings there- of 'Hans Holbein, are soon 
to be engraved by that great artist,. Strange* 
The yomig lordi a fine hoy of five years oW, 
came to ask Mr. Wilkes how he did, and 
hoped that he was welL 

I am^ going this afternoon ta review Pet- 
ifrorth, and intend m. the evening to proceed 
to Grodalmin ; so that in all probability I 
■ball have tiie happiness of seeing my dearest 
^ly to-morrow evenings inPrinceVcourtr 
1^ I baive doubte abcMii this evening^s jour-^ 
ney, as we have very heavy rains here at 
present. If I am detained on the road be- 
yond ICMBorrow, (whicb^ I trust, will not be- 
the dase,) I shall certainly dine in PrineeV 
Amit on Thursday. 

I am) thank heaven, in perfect health i 
•ad always 

My dear girl's 

very affectionate father. 

Adieu t 
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inBTTEE XXYII« 

Prince' s» Court , 
Wednesddj/y Sept. l6, 1772^ 

I RECEIVED the favour of both your letterf 
from Bury^ and Garboldisham* lam very 
happy you have had so good a joumeyt and 
such favourable weather. I trust that the 
same will attend you the time of ypur stay, 
in the country^ and on the road.- 

My'fate>ha8 been to attend .a^t^dibus and 
melancholy session at^ the.- Old Bailey^ 
which we hope to close* on Saturday. ^ Yefr* 
terday however, after two in the afternoon^ 
I w«it to Depjtford ; and dined most agree- 
ably, as well as superbly, on board an East 
Indian ship, just arrived ; and, in the eve»* 
ing, returned here. The hospitality anit 
magjiifioence of those, captains are beyond 
description; but the monstrous cruelty and < 
wickedness of many of these tyrants of the 
East were present to my mind the whole 
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time. Oor captain^ Stab forth, hadbeea^ 
exemplary humane and good* 

Let me desire you to make my best com- 
pliments to Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux ; and- 
to the noble English historian who does so 
great'honour to her own sex^ and ought to 
©over ours with blushesw^?'^ 

Mr. Martin does not accept the alder* 
n^nship^ and it is uncertain who will be 
chosen ibr' Lime- street nvai'd.r 
* I shoudd be sorry to abridge my ddar 
daughter's pleasHres^^ or« hasten her return 
beyond what was agreeable to herself: but 
A court of aldermen being summoned for 
next Tuesday, I wish George then in town^ 
to attend according to the form ; and it will 
be the last -day of my attendance. 

The marquis De Fesoay is gone to the 
west; 

I do not write under cover to Mr; Moly-* 
Beux^ lest he should be from home. 

Adieu, dear Polly, adieu ! 



•»■.! 



* Mrs« Macaulay (Graham^ 
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]L£TTX£ XXTI1£* 

NewliawpfotTy 
Sundayy July 25, 1773^ 

i HAD a very good journey to this place ; 
where I arrived last night between dght^ 
and nine^ having sauntered^ an boor or two- 
at Horsham fair; I wish you to mentioa to^ 
Mr. Cotes^ that the direct road througlk 
BilKnghurst is impracticable^ from ihe depdi: 
ef the clay : but there is a good tampik)e« 
road from Dorkings through Hor8ham» to 
Steyning; from' whence you came omr the 
Downs, and through two or three sweet* 
villages; then six miles oa the strand^ ta 
Newhampton. 

I have essential objections to this place ; 
from some neighbouring fens and marshes^ 
which corrupt the air. Last nighty in the 
little walk I took, it was in some places very 
offensive. The coast is too low ; and not 
unlike Margate,, although preferable. I do 
not believe my stay here will be long, per- 
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haps only three or four days after Mr. and 
Mrs. Cotes's arrivaj : but I am sure it* would 
not please you. I will use all my influence 
•with Mr. Cotes, to dissuade him from the 
intended purchase here. — ^AU this entrenous._ 

I beg the favour of you to send the pa- 
ipers^ fee. by Mr. Cotes, if he comes on- 
Wednesday or Thursday : if he does not, 
lie so good only to give me a line by the 
j>ost, te/tbe George at Arundel. 

No wheatears iiave been yet seen in 
^Ivese parts this season. 

-. My best compliments and wishes to Mr. 
and Mrs. Cotes for a good journey. 

I fm ¥«ry comfortably lodged here at a 
good widow's, Mrs. ScarwelPs : with nine 
^children ; eleven pigs ; eight geese ; three 
turkeys ; one grand-signior cock, with a se- 
raglio of seven hens, who have all separate 
feather-beds of their own ; &c. &c. 

Good morrow ! — Just putting on my hat, 
to attend the females to church. 



«^ 



The situation. 
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BETTER XKIX. 

London^ Juh/ ^T 9 1773. 

1 'FLATTER 'myself, dear papa, it will be 
agreeable to you to receive your letters by 
Mr. Cotes, and I am happy in the opportu- 
nity. I hope, on my return to-morrow, to 
have the pleasure of finding a letter inform- 
ing me of your health and safe arrival, with 
the account of your liking Little Hampton.' 
I am happy in thinking you will have an 
agreeable. excursion. I have wrote to Mrs.* 
Reynolds, to wait on vber the latter end of 
next week. Yesterday afternoon 1 had the 
pleasure of seeing, my grandmother Wilkes, 
who was much satisfied with your kind at-' 
tention. She has taken a house in Palace* 
yard, and was so good to take me to see it. 
I think it extremely pretty, and very chear- 
ful ; having a view up Palace-yard from the 
front, and backwards of Westminster- bridge 
and the river. It is remarkably neat, and 
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4oes not want painting or white*washing. 
She is quite delighted with it. I waited 
afterwards on the bride. 

My. uncle Heaton came. to me while I was 
there. He returned -with my aunt and cou- 
sin on Sunday night. — ^I jam unhappy to 
have tO' communicate a most shocking acci« 
dent that has happened to my aunt. The 
party was going in two post-chaises to see 
a seat in Derbyshire. Mrs. Wilkes was in 
the first, with Mrs. Turton and a gentle- 
man : .an .unruly horse was to it^ with a 
boy for driver.^ it overturned them before 
they had gone a quarter of a mile. Mrs. 
Turton fell over, my aunt, through the glass, 
and hurt her most terribly. She had the 
symptoms of her scull being fractured ; but 
happily that is not the case. She did .not 
know . jny uncle for several hours, and has 
been deprived, of her senses almost ever 
since. She sees very little; and does not 
hear, unless spoke to very loud. Two great 
swellings which she' has over one eye and 
on one of her jaws, must be opened. My 
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uTJcle said she was <mt of danger: Gfod 
grant it 1 but I am nmch afraid. She sleeps 
a great deal, which makes a lethargy to be 
apprehended. My uncle is to eonsnit Mr. 
Grind all this morning : I will send you his 
opinion. He told us poor Nancy was as 
mnch altered as if sihe had had a fit of ill- 
ness. You may depend on my ipsymg aR 
the attention in my power, on (his mehin- 
-choly occasion. — My uncle is pretty wdl, 
and desired his love. Mrs. TiM^n was ter- 
ribly cut by the glass, under theohin. She 
was taken up covered with blood ; and was 
so bruised, that all over her body not a place 
as big as a hand that was not black. She 
was, however, declared to be in no danger. 
There was happily an eminent surgeon near, 
who bled my aunt violently the next d^. 

With the nK)st tender affection, and the 
deepest sense of your goodness, 

I am, inviolably, 

jour dutiful daughtw, 

Marx Wilkm^ 
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LETTER XXX. 



Little Hampton^ 
Thursday y July 29. 

1 AM in hoi\rly expectation of the arrival of 
Mr, and Mrs. Cotes. Your letter by them 
ynSX determine me a^ to my future stay» and 
^e account they will give me of their in* 
tentions for the next fortnight. 

Monday I walked to Arundel^ three miles 
and a half; and returned here in the after- 
noon. Yesterday and Tuesday I rode half 
the day along the beach, conversing with 
old Ocean. The country is very pleasant; 
but at the end of the year, I believe, far from 
healthy, on account of the marshes. 

The gunner's house which Mr. Cotes 
mentioned for you, is very pleasantly situat- 
ed ; but there is a family in it, who wil) 
continue there another fortnight, 

TOI.. IV. H 
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I am continually on the sea-coast^ enjoy* 
ing the boundless view of such an amazing 
expanse of water, the most sublime of all 
ideas; but I long for the company I like 
best, without which all other pleasures are 
incomplete. 

I live on fish and mutton, with a very 
little wine ; and am, thank heaven, in per- 
> feet health. 

Let me beg of you not to heat yourself 
too much in riding, if you go to South 
Barrow. 

Adieu ! 



ass 



LETTER XXXU 



Little Hamptcnf 
Friday y July 30. 

jVLR. and Mrs. Cotes arrived here, my dear 
daughter, yesterday evening, and brought 
your letter of the 27 th ; which has given me 
the greatest concern on my sister Heaton's 
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Acoount. I fear, the accident will prove fa- 
tal to her ; and that we shall lose a valuable 
friend^ as well as agreeable relation, and a 
Ufe of great importance to her family* The 
Bymptom of her sleepiness is very alarming. 

Every day convinces me more and more 
that this phu^ would not please you, even 
for 9 week. Mr. and Mrs. Cotes intend to 
continue here near a month longer : but I 
hitend next Sunday (after church) (pray 
mmd these two parentheses) to go to Broad* 
water ? and to lie there, in order to be ready 
for the great fishery the next morning at 
Worthing, only one mile distant. It is be- 
tween three and four in the morning. — On 
Monday night I hope to lie at Brighthelm* 
stone, and to stay there till Thursday mom* 
ing. A post goes every day to Brighthelm- 
stone ; so that I shall receive there your let« 
ters of Modday or Tuesday night. But I 
wish my dear daughter not to write to me 
there itfter Tuesday night. I shall be very 
anxious to know the state of my poor sister 

H2 
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Heaton's health. — From Brighthelmstone^ it 
is my present intention to go to Eastbourn ; 
and if I find the place and accommodattohft 
agreeable, I will contrive about your coming 
there for a week or ten days, and I will 
meet you on the road. If it should turn out 
otherwise, I shall soon return to town, and 
close my vacation. Eastbourn is but a few 
tniles from Lewes, and you know how good 
the roads are to that place. I shall certainly 
write to you from Brighthelmstone, and 
will give you several days notice of my 
plan ; therefore pray follow your own as to 
Mrs. Reynolds. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cotes send you many com- 
pliments. It has rained this whole day, and 
we have not stirred out ; but Mr. Cottss is 
most usefully employed, in dressing a noble 
salmon-trout and some mullets. No coach 
goes from Arundel, and only a waggon once 
a week, or I should have sent you fish. I 
hope to contrive some wheatears for you 
from Brighthelmstone* Adieu ! 
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X.BTTER XXXII. 

London^ July 3l| 1773. 

X AEOBivsD \vith great pleasure the fa- 
vour of your letter. I am sorry it was not in 
time to communicate to Mr. and Mrs. 
Cotes what you^desired^ as I did not get it 
iill Wednesday morning. I am very glad to 
inform you my aunt is better : Mr. Grindall 
attends her. 

I have just now the pleasure of yogr se- 
cond letter, and am made happy by the in- 
fixrmation of your perfect health* I am 
aorry the place is not quite agreeable to 
.you ; but I think with great satisfaction of 
your having a fine view of the sea^ knowing 
tiie pleasure it gives. you. I feel with gra«<> 
titude your kindness in wishing me with you : 
I flatter myself you do justice to the senti- 
xnents which always make me happy in your 
company. I am surprised Mr. and Mrs. 
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Cotes were not arrived on Thursday. Vtaj, 
make my best compliments to them. 

Mrs. Reynolds has desired me to go to 
South Barrow on Wednesday. I return you 
a thousand thanks for your kind caution^ 
and will certainly observe it. 

Mr. Fisher has brought your book-case^ 
and the drawers for my room. They arc 
very elegant^ and will be a great convenience 
to me. He wishes you to have the case 
painted a mahogany colour^ and to do it 
V^hile you are absent. I told him^ I would 
give you his opinion in my first letter. 

My grandmamma was so good to call yes* 
terday, and invite me to dinner qu Monday^ 
She was pretty well^ and desired her love. 
I saw Mrs. Grover yesterday, who sends you 
her tender regard. The accounts of the 
widow have not yet been favourable. Her 
daughter and sister went to Tunbridge on 
Tuesday. 

I hope the conclusion of your tour will be 
agreeable. My constant prayers for health 
and pleasure attend you — I am happy yoa 
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are comfortably lodged. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cotes will, I flatter myself, make several 
parties with you, which may give you plea- 
sure. I hope for the continuation of your 
goodness in writing to me. 

Je vous aime, et vous embrcuse de tout mon 
cosur^ mon cher papa. 



Z.ETTBR XXXIII. 

Londofif 
Monday Evenings Aug. l» 1773. 

X AM just returned from spending the even* 
ing with my grandmamma. It has made me 
happy to find a letter from you ; and I beg 
you to believe I am most sincerely grateful 
for your kindness in writing. I had the 
pleasure of your former letter. I directed 
mine, to the George, at Arundel ; according 
to the address you favoured me with. I am 
extremely glad to acquaint you of my aunt 
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being but of danger. lilrs. Mead ikw h& 
yesterday, and fcutid hef pferty well. Sh6 
is obliged to %&dr a hat and bSfidages. Mr. 
Grindall has forbid her using exferrcise : hi 
is afraid that the jJwcHihg on hfer fdf&iedii 
tnust bfe lahced. I iriteftd to go lof St; 
John's-square very sooh i hM wdttld havi 
gone already, but my uncle told me she must 
not see any body for some days. Yester- 
day was the first iime of Mrs. Mead's going* 
I have just sent the parcel to the Bright- 
helmstone coach, as yott desired. I am sorry 
I cannot inform you where it goes to at 
Brighthelnistone ; but I hope to know at the 
ihti it goes from$ whfere 1 have ordered in- 
quiry to be faiade;-^! ^th highly {sensible 6f 
your goodness in thinking .of my going to 
East-bourn. I am always most happy iii 
your company ; but I must beg leave to r&- 
caH to your mind my sentiments on thik 
feubject, that your indulgence may not pre- 
veilt a farther excursion which ibig^bt b^ 
agreeable to you — or may be an inoMviBB- 
iiience> where I so ardently wish happiness m 
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all the detail of life. To contribute to it as 
far as is in the power of filial duty, will ever 
be my first pleasure. 

I have received a most tender letter from 
madame De Chantereine. She was much 
pleased ynth Mr. Smith*. I have sent you 
a song, which she was so good as to in- 
close. It is very much liked at Paris, and 
pleased me extremely : f espere qu^elle vous 
4imwir(u 

I go to South Barrow on Wednesday, 
and return on Saturday. I shall order my 
letters to be sent there. 

With the warooest wishes for the remain* 
der of your tour being agreeable, 

I am your ever affectionate 

and dutiful daughter^ 

Mary Wilke». 

The coach goes to the Old Ship* 



Mr. Wilkes's son, 
H 5 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Brighihelnisione^ 
Tuesday Morn. Jug. 3, 7 o^ Clock. 

1 DiNBD on Sunday with our agreeable 
friends Mr. and Mrs. Cotes, at Little 
Hampton ; and in the afternoon, I got on 
horseback, and rode to Broadwater, a mile 
from Worthing and nine from Little Hampt* 
ton^ in order to see the great fishery there. 
I was, however, disappointed ; for the wind 
being so strong, no boat would venture out. 
From thence, I went to New Shoreham, and 
crossed the country to this place. 

I have now only time to mention, the best 
way to send thmgs here is by Bpulton*s 
coach ; which comes here every day from the 
Golden-cross, Charing-cross. My present 
intention is to remain here till Sunday ; as 
I have very pleasant lodgings on the Clifii 
at a taylor's* When my daughter writes to 
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me, please to direct to ** Mr. Gorring's, on 
the ClifF." 

There is very little company here, and 
that sunk so low as London aldermen; 
Kennet, Oliver, &c. In one part of the 
town you see ^^ London porter sold here :** 
the next door might be, ^ London alder- 
men seen here." Among our acquaintance 
here are lord Peterborough, captain Rice, 
captain Wade, and Lupino. I assisted last 
night at a wretched ball. 

I wish you to send me a packet, next Fri* 
day, by Boulton's coach ; and to write at 
the same time by the post. 

I am impatient to hear of your health ; 
and wish you much pleasure in your little 
tour to South Barrow. 

Adieu! 



iis6 Mii/ion!s ot 



ZiETTER XXXV. 



Brighthelmstanef 
jitcgust ij Saturday^ 

1 SHALL leave thw place t6'ttioihr6% a'hi 
^rckifeed to teastboiirh ; frdiA wh^nde yoi 
shall Mve a let fer "by thfe first post. I iatt 
much pleased with hiy tittle ^p^rtntente '; 
4nd old t>cean breaks almost 'at fey ftlet : but, 
without } bur corApany, I liaVe ttot Itbe tnife 
relish of any of these enjoyfften'ts. 1 pay 'a 
guinea for the week ; and dine eithei* Ut the 
tavern, or liere alone. Next l%ilrsd&y tJfe 
Lewes races begin : I shall, thereforfe, aV6?d 
all the trouble which infest a neighbour* 
hood on such an occasion. 

I wish nothing might be done to the 
book-case Fisher made, till my return. I 
am exceedingly pleased that you like the 
drawers he has made : he is really a good 
workman^ and moderate in his prices. 
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The favourable report of my sister 
Heaton's health rejoices me greatly. I was 
under apprehensions on her account. 

I hope yoii had much pleasure in your 
little excursion. — ^The air of South Barrow, 
&s Well as the company, I think good. 

The tender regard of Mrs. Grover is very 
W^ tkirafnt la canicult ; but, I hope, before 
Micih^elmafs, h^ e^cprei^ion ih my fkvoti'r 
>iH be one pliable, tender /twfe. I fear 
tttlch for liie charming wid6w*s health. 

In thfe packet was a letter from Garrick, 
^tied July 27 ; to invite you and tne to H^mp- 
loii and venison, with Mr. f^tzmaurice, for 
the Thursday fcSlowing. 

I Tfeceived both your parcels, your letter 
to Arundel, and from South Barrow, dated 
Aagost 5. I thaink my dear girl for her at* 
tention and care. 

Good night ! 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Eastboum, 
Monday i Atigust 9« 

A tEPT Brighthelmstone yesterday morning 
at six^ and arrived here about noon. I have 
been ever since en&eavouring to get you 
good lodgings^ but unsuccessfully : the very 
few towards the sea being occupied ; and 
those here, neither pleasant nor convenient. 
My tour, therefore, is greatly abridged, and 
I shall finish it this week ; but what day I 
shall return to Prince's-court, is quite uncer- 
tain. I shall afterwards have the pleasure 
of little excursions with you, as our larger 
plan is dropped. 

I sent you yesterday, by the Lewes stage^ 
three dozen of wheatears. They are earlier 
here than at Brighthelmstone. The downs 
in this neighbourhood are very beautifulji 
and the villages are happily embosomed with^ 
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trees ; but I greatly prefer Brighthelmstone. 
The sea there appears in more majesty and 
dignity ; and that is the noble object which 
distinguishes this part of our island. 

I found here Mr. Harmood and Mr, 
Smith Mortimer ; with their wives, sisters, 
aunts, cousins, &c. ; qui m^ont comble de 
politesse. However, nothing of this kind 
will detain me here above a day or two 
loi^r. 

By studying the map, I find that Tun- 
bridge is almost my direct road to London. 
I have some idea of returning that way, and 
paying my compliments to the handsome 
widow ; but I cannot yet fix my route. I 
shall write by the next post, and mention 
all particulars. 

Adieu ! 
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tBTTEft XXKVli; 

£asiboumf 
Wednesday J Augusl \ 1, t?73. 

JVl Y agreeable friends here have found mc 
so pleasant an apartment^ that I mean td 
continue at this place till next Tues^y; 
and shall then return, to town by Tuofaridge 
I believe, although I am not yet certain. I 
ride or walk every day three or four hovirs ; 
and am laying in a stock of health for the 
winter. 

The situation of the farm-house in which 
I lodge, is admirable. There is a full view 
of the sea, of the Downs, and several little 
villages ; with some plantations happily in* 
terspersed, which are much wanted at 
Brighthelmstone. 

I hope the wheatears proved delicate. 
They have been very scarce this season.—* 
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I b^ yoii to write to me by the post at 
Eastboum ; by the Lewes bag, on Saturday 
night : but lieep all letters and newspapers^ 
&c. till tny return. 

Heaven preserve my sweet girl ; and 
give her healthy peace^ and every other 
blesfting ! 

Adieu 1 



flfiUUssssaiEBiii 



LETTER XXXVIIX. 



London^ August 14, VjlS. 

L HAVB just now the plfeasure of ydur let- 
ter of Wednesday. I waited with impa- 
lifcti'c6 to heair from ybii, to be informed of 
^ulr health and amusemetit ; dtid^ frotn the 
bleitotire with which I alwayis pay you my 
dtaty^ i am happy at your liking Eastbourn 
te Well. The situation where you are^ by 
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the description you have favoured me with, 
must be delightful. — ^I flatter myself the air 
and exercise will have the good effect you 
hope for* It will give me the greatest plea* 
sure to see it. 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the 
wheatears : they were very delicate. I re* 
ceived them on Monday evening, just after 
my return from South Barrow ; and had 
luckily the opportunity of sending some 
to the family there. They desired their 
best respects. — ^I am very glad you have met 
with agreeable friends. If you go to Tun- 
bridge, I beg the favour of you to say the 
most tender things for me to the amiable 
widow. 

There are small boxes made there, which 
contain places for every thing necessary for 
writing, except paper ; with glasses that arc 
very convenient. They cost but a few shil- 
lings ; which encourages me to take the lU 
berty of desiring you to be so good as to 
bring me one, if you have the. opportunity; 
The weather here is extremely sultry^ and 
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has been so several days. There was a vio- 
lent storm from ten o'clock last night till 
between six and seven this morning. 

I beg you jto accept my most grateful 
thanks for your kind wishes : the same are 
always ardently made for you, by the heart 

of 

your affectionate and 

dutiful daughter, 

Mary Wilkbs. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

London^ 
Augtist 27* 

J mA very happy in your two letters : the 
£rst I received on Thursday; the second, 
to-day. I am rather surprised that the post 
does not come sooner from Lewes ; and no 
impatience could be greater than mine for its 
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arrival. I received yesterday tbree doMUl 
of wheatears, for which I return the kind 
donor many thanks. I sent one do^eii to 
Mr. Wilson ; and another to Mr. Churchill. 
The former has made the kindest inquiries ; 
and I have just wrote to inform him of the 
most pleasing account that has reached me 
to-day. I saw Mr. Churchill this morning. 

I have great satisfaction to find you to take 
so much care of yourself. I think it pru- 
dent hot td be on horseback. Your cau- 
tion contributes greatly to make me flat- 
ter myself, that the accounts I shall have of 
general Wilkes will give me increasing hap- 
piness ; and hope the most firm re-establish- 
ment of his health will enable him to go 
through his approaching business with his 
usual activity, joined to his wonderful talents. 

I went to Clapham oa Thursday ; from 
whence I did not return till last nigfeft^ ai 
my mother goes to Epsom on Monday. She 
ihquired how you did. — Mf 8. Taylor, • whom 
we went to see yesterday morning, did the 
name; and wished you health and happU 
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nefts.— Mn Smith called here, of his own 
accord, a few days ago ; to inquire afler 
your health, and desire his duty. I sent for 
him to dine here, but he was engaged to go 
to Acton. He comes on Tuesday. — I hope 
you received the parcel by the machine. I 
will certainly send the next to go on Tues- 
day. — ^It gives me great concern you are not 
near the sea ; but I hope the distance is not 
gveat enough to be inconvenient for bathing. 
I long to hear of your being the better for • 
ki Mrs. Mead desires her love ; and Mr. 
Churchill and Mr. Pugh their respects. 

I b^ the favour of your writing often ; and 
tm always happy in giving you assurances 
of my ever being, with sincere gratitude, 

your affectionate and 

dutiful daughter, 
Mary Wilkes*. 

Henri begs you to receive her duty, and 
U happy at the joyful news. » 
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L8TTER XL. 



Londm^ 
August sg. 

IT would be against my duty not to write 
when I send a packet ; and I have always 
the highest pleasure in fulfiHing it^ where 
every motive prompts the performance. Tlie 
kind acceptance it has hitherto had the hap* 
piness of meeting tvith, makes me flatter 
myself I shall continue to have that affection 
and indulgence it will ever be my duty to 
deserve. I hope you have now better weather, 
and have bathed with the best success^ — 
From the constant fluctuation at places on 
the coast, I imagine it is likely you may have 
now got lodgings near the sea. I should be 
extremely glad to find my conjecture verified* 
Lord Mountmorris has just called here, 
to desire your direction. I ^w him, and 
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gave it in writing. He inquired much 
how you did. His lordship said he was go* 
ing to Brighthdmstone ; and I fancy you 
will see bim there, or at Eastbourn. — Mr. 
Smith has desired to be excused dining 
here to-morrow, as he can pass the day at 
Acton. I fixed Wednesday with him in« 
stead ; and will certainly have him come 
again very soon. He presents his duty, and 
is very well. 

Tuesday Morning, 

The kind favour of youTr letter, last Satur- 
day, prevented my sending the packet last 
Jiight, as he* changed his mind. I have 
much concern from the continuance of the 
l^ad weather at Eastbourn, and the slight re- 
'fcum of your fever. This morning I sent for 
3Mr. Churchill ; as the knowing his opinion^ 
^nd sending it you, is a great relief to me. 
[e don't think a little relapse of conse- 
ueace : but if it should prove intermitting, 

* Young Smith. 
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l^e desires ydu to take thie bark ajt the icyterr 
V^s ; and ^ys you must not bathe in that 
case. I hope very ^oon to have another let- 
ter> and to find it mote j^tisfactory. I will 
do with pleasure what you wish .respecting 
Mr. Smith : my letters have shewn you my 
intentions. Mrs; Mead is pretty well. 

We have had cold weather these thiee 
days; with high wind^ and frequent very 
hard showers. You are persuaded, I hope^ 
how happy the most favourable account of 
your health would make me. 

I am^ ever, your affectionate and 

dutiful daughter, 

Mary Wilkbs. 



I 
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XBTTB& XtT. 



London^ August 30« 

-1^ HATB hesitated a little whether I should 
«end you a packet by to-morrow's machine, 
as you ssud nothing about it in your last let» 
ter; but I think it may be agreeable, as 
otherwise you would be near a week with- 
out receiving one. Your kind punctuality 
makes me, I must confess, a little uneasy at 
not having the pleasure of hearing from you 
tO'day. I flatter myself that to-morrow 
my anxiety will be displaced by the satisfac- 
tion of having an account of your health, 
agreeable to the wishes my heart so ardently 
forms. 

Mr. Smith dined here on Wednesday. 
I gave him what you wished : he desired his 
duty and thanks ; and is very well. He 

VOL. IV. I 
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comes to-morrow. — ^My uncle Heaton par- 
took of our little dinner on Wednesday. 
He desired his love ; and to acquaint you 
he has just entered into a partnership, which 
makes him very happy. It is in the coal 
trade ; with Mr. Hayley*s advice, who drew 
up the articles* 

Dr. Wilson set dut for Suffolk on Wed- 
hesday morning, at five o'clock. He left 
his best respects for you. I constantly sent 
him accounts of your health ; and wrote to 
him oh Tuesday, on his leaving town. — 1 
dined with my grandmamma yesterday. She 
desired her love ; and that if you found great 
benefit by Eastbourn, you would stay till 
your health was quite restored. Happy as 
your return would make me, I must beg 
leave to add the same wish ; from the most 
pleasing prospect of present success, and fu- 
ture advantage, your being there aflfords: 
and I hope you now have the agreeable and 
necessary circumstance of fine weather. 

I have great satisfaction from your kind 
letter of Monday. I communicated it to 
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Mr. Churchill, who entirely approves of 
<wfaat you have taken. I hope the advice you 
have had is very good, and that the situa- 
tion of your new apartment will prove of 
great advantage. 

I am charged with Mr. ChurchilFs and 
Mr. Pagh*6 respects. 



12 



MR. WILKES ELECTED SHERIFF OF LON- 
DON AND MIDDLESEX^ AND LORD-MAY- 
OR OF LONDON. 

On the 24th of June^ 177 1 > the time of 
the annual election of sheriffs, he was elect- 
ed sheriff for London and Middlesex^ with 
his friend alderman Bull. Being suspected 
of partiality to the French, he ordered that 
no French wine should be given at his en- 
tertainments. It was the best refutation of 
that illiberal suspicion j for he was, in plain 
truth, a true Englishman. In his shrievalty 
he opened the galleries at the Old Bailey 
for the free admission of the public. 

At Michaelmas, 1774> ^ was elected 
lord-mayor, with the greatest applause. His 
daughter was lady-nryayoress 5 a situation 
which she filled with great honour to herself, 
and infinire satisfaction to all the visitors 
at the mansion-house/ No lady-mayoress 
was ever more esteemed. A more polite 
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and brilliant mayoralty the city had not seen 
mnce the days of Beckford. 

The following letter from Dr. Wilson, 
senior prebend of Westminster^ cannot be 
omitted here; nor the letter from barou 
D*Holbach^ which succeeds it. 



** Gaj/'Street, Bathy Nov* 4, 1775* 



it 



MT DEAR LORD-MAYOR, 



** We have been for a week past in per- 
petual laughter about the late dreadful plot ; 
which, if it had not been so wonderfully 
found out in the very nick of time, might 
have afforded a new set of addresses of lives 
end Jbr times. However, to carry on the 
farce^ it would be proper to have a form of 
prayer and thanksgiving; which the arch- 
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bishops and bishops may be as well empIojF- 
ed in, in my humble opinion, as voting fof^ 
the blood and slaughter of their fellow-sub^ 
jects, one only excepted — and I am always 
ready to receive a repenting sinner^ fromr* 
wha^tever motive it proceeds. 

•*I am now to take leave of you aslond^ 
mayor ; and have not words to express, as a 
liveryman, my grateful acknowledgmentSr- 
for the substanti^d favours we have received. 
from you during your whole magistracy. 
Asa lover of the poor and distressed, I must 
thank you for the tender care you have taken^ 
of them, in reducing the price of bread and. 
provisions, &c. Next Thursday you will re- 
ceive the honest applauses of thousands. 

In your senatorial capacity, our dear. 
friend Mrs. Macaulay, who is an excellent 
judge of composition, pronounces your first 
speech a manly, plain, intrepid exertioit. 
of true English spirit ; and compares it with 
some of her favourite speeches in 1639, &c. " 
After this I need not add, that I admire 
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and applaud you for that and every other 
part you have taken in the cause of liberty 
and your country. May the Almighty pros- 
per you in all your glorious endeavours to 
rescue the king out of the hands of his pre- 
sent advisers, who have brought this coun- 
try to the brink of destruction ! and their 
lives are but a poor atonement for the 
blood which has been wantonly and cruelly 
ihed. 

•^ You will receive, with the lady-mayoress, 
our united thanks for the polite and friendly 
reception we met with at the mansion-house ; 
and I shall be as well pleased to converge 
with you in your retirement in Prince' s- 
€Ourt. 

" When the present bustle is over, bring 
your daughter in your hand to this place ; 
where you will meet with Mr. Clutter- 
buck, Mr. Sharpe, and a few other choice 
friends — (your enemies are all silent): 
amongst these, give Mrs. Macaulay and my- 
self leave to say, that you have not many 
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sincerer ; and pretty miss returns you the 
kiss you sent her by me. 

" I am, my dear friend, 

yours and your daughter^ 
most affectionately^ 

T. Wilson. 

** P. S. I hope our excellent friend, Mr.. 
Bull, is recovering; and that he will not 
venture too soon to St. Stephen's/* 



« Paris, Jpril 27, 1 775-. 

'^ MT LORiy, 

" I RECEIVED with the utmost gratitude 
your lordship's friendly letter of the 28th of 
March. I should have done myself the ho- 
nour of answering sooner to your kind pro- 
positions, if I had not been prevented by 
some gouty infirmities that have assailed me 
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h the beginning of this i^ring. I .esttem 
mysdif very happy to find that the hurry oT 
business^ and your exaltation to the rank of 
chief-magistrate^ could not make yoa forget 
your friendship to me ; though my present 
circumstances do not permit me to make use 
of your friendly invitation, be persuaded, my 
very dear lord, that madame D'Holbach and 
myself shall for ever keep these signs of your 
kindness, in very grateful remembrance. 
We both desire our best compliments to 
your very amiable lady-mayoress ; who act- 
ed so well her part lately in the Egyptan- 
hall, to the satisfaction of that prodigious 
crowd you have been entertaining there. 
All members of our society that have had 
the happiness of being acquainted with you, 
desire to be kindly remembered ; and a con- 
tinuation of your valuable friendship shall 
for ever be the utmost ambition, 

my lord, 
of your most sincerely devoted 

D'HOLBACH*** 

I 5 
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Ms.Wii«x:es, in his official capacity at 
lord-niayor, presented to the king^ on the 
Sth of Aprils 1775^ a ^irited remonstrance 
and petition en the affairs of America ; and 
though these addresses were not from the 
corporation, hut from the livery in common- 
hall, yet his majesty received it on the 
throne, and returned an answer. But this was 
the last petition from the common^hall that 
his majesty has chosen to receive in that 
manner. 

At the close of Mr, Wilkes's mayoralty^ 
the thanks of the city were given to him in. 
the following terms r 

* This court doth return thanks to the 
' right honourable John Wilkes, late lord- 

* mayor of this city, for his indefatigable afc^ 

* tention to the several duties of that import- 

* ant oiEce ;: for the particular regard and po- 

* liteness which he has been pleased at all 

* times to shew the members of this court p 

* for his wise, upright, and impartial adminis- 

* tration ©f justice ; for his diligence, on all 

* occasions, to promote the welfare and true 
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^ inrter^t of this city ; and for his unblemish- 
* ed conduct^ and exemplary behaviour^ du- 
*ring the whole course of his mayoralty/' 



MB. WILKES A FlfTH TIME ELECTED 
KiriGHT OP THE &HIRE POE MIDDLE- 
SB 2;. 

IjlT the end of September, 1774, the par-^ 
liament was suddenly dissolved. The British 
cabinet had resolved to commence a war 
with Anierica, and they thought it good 
policy to have the concurrence of a new 
kgislature in that measure* 
^ The election for Middlesex was fixed for 
the 28th of October ; when Mr. Wilkes was 
unanimously re-chosen : and on the 2d of 
December he took his seat in the house of 
con^mons* 

Two e(;litions of his speeches in parlia- 
mer^t having been already printed (the first 
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in duodecimo^ the last in octavo) corrected 
by himself, it is not necessary at present 
to take any other notice of them here; ex- 
cept one speech in the house, which was 
made after both the editions were published, 
and consequently is not in either of them. 
It is on the subject of the impeachment of 
governor Has tings. Mr. Wilkes prided him- 
self not a little upon it ; and it is undoubt- 
edly a very masterly exculpation. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from his last corrected 
copy • 

" MR. SPEAKER, 

" As ah Englishman, I avow my gratitude 
to Mr. Hastings ; for I think him a distin- 
guished benefactor of this nation. During 
the late inglorious war, we fully triumphed 
no where but in the East, under his happy 
auspices. There the perfidy of the French, 
and the treachery of the Dutch, were exem- 
plarily chastised. He preserved entire all 
our Asiatic provinces, and left unimpaired 
the extensive empire which be governed. 
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conquests over our enemies compre- 
hended every French and Dutch settlement; 
except Cuddalore^ which was saved only by 
the peace. It is without a precedent^ that 
conquests so important were made at no ex- 
pence to the mother country. Lord Clive 
had frequent and krge remittances from 
England^ to the amount of some hundred 
thousand pounds ; and without thesCj he could 
not have carried on the wars in which he 
was engaged. No complaint has been heard 
of the danger of our being impoverished^ or 
exhausted, by Mr. Hastings's Indian wars. 
The wonderful resources of his mind made 
the war support itselfl The expences of it 
were borne by our enemies : by the traitors 
and rebels in our own provinces ; or by am^- 
bitious neighbours, who had leagued to- 
gether for our destruction, — I might say, for 
our extirpation. 

" Sir, The overt acts of seditiofi and re- 
bellion in Cheyt Sing and the begums, are 
recorded at large in the volunles on our 
table. Their rooted hatred to the English 
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is folly established. I believe that I < sKalt 
not be contradicted when I mention^ that 
all prc^erty of every kind,-.— jaghires, grants> 
revenues, — and life itself, are forfeited to the 
state by delinquencies of this atrocious na» 
ture. The largeness, therefore, or smallnes^ 
of a fine in such a case, must be out of the 
question : nor can there be any pretence to 
complain of grievous penalties, or exorbitant 
exactions, when the whole is confiscated. 
Whatever is left to the culpable party ; must 
proceed from mercy and compassion ; aH 
possessions and treasures of every sort being 
forfeited. Every wise government, with 
equal policy and justice, will apply to the 
preservation of the state what was desti-ned 
for its ruin and annihilation. On these great 
principles of sound legislation Mr. Hastings 
appears to have acted. He well knew thie 
treachery and deep dissimulation of the be- 
gums. I have heard indeed, sir, of one 
British officer's life being saved.by them — a 
captain Gordon ; but no mention is made of 
the many officers and soldiers sacrificed in 
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&e tumults and rebellion which they excit*. 
ed. I do not exactly know on what account 
ihe captain was spared* Much stress is laid 
en the circumstance ; but the instance proveS' 
merdy^ that the bourns had usurped the go- 
Temment of a country in which they were 
only subjects. A solitary act of mercy- is 
pleaded with an ill grace^ and deserves little 
weighty against very many instances of 
cruelty. The rebels^ it is plain^ paid obe^ 
dience to the begums ; whose usurped 
power^ at that time, was supreme*^ 

" Much ridicule has been thrown on the 
number of affidavits taken in India on occa- 
sion of the late insurrections^ revolts^ and 
rebellions. The case is not clearly under- 
stoody nor the intention explained. The cri- 
tical and dangerous situation of our govern- 
ment^ called for immediate and vigorous ex* 
ertions. Our provinces and dominions were 
secured by instant spirit and courage, without 
which all must have been lost. Every person 
on the spot was convinced, of the rebellious 
practices of many natives of high rank and 
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power, and of the urgency of our situationv 
Prudence afterwards dictated the measure of 
giving all the minutia& of legal proof to tht>se 
concerned in the af&irs of the East India 
company at home, — at the distance of four 
thousand leagues from the ^cene of action^ 
and to whom many particulars of moment 
and magnitude were unknown. It became 
almost necessary, for the satisfaction of some 
men of strict form and minute detail ; who 
canvass enlarged plans of government, and 
the comprehensive system of empires, in the 
same rigid mode as causes of petty larceny* 
They arraign the saviour of an empire on the 
narrow principles, and with the littM chica- 
Bery, of the Old Bailey • Happily for this 
country, the decisive moment of action was. 
not lost by an idle attention tO: trifling 
forms. 

*^ Sir, When the English under our im- 
mortal Henry V. landed in France, in the 
year of the battle of Agincourt there was a 
president of the parliament of Paris (who has 
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been consigned to eternal Fidicule)^ a mon- 
sieur Louvet^ 

■ grand personage ; 

. Au maintien grave, et qu'on eM pris pour sage. 

He remonstrated^ in all the forms^ against 
the French troops marching, till there should 
be an arret deparlement against the English 
monarch and his army, signed by the grejier 
en chefj in the name of all the chamhre^^i 
—Mr; Hastings appears to understand busi- 
ness rather better than monsieur Louvet: 
and to have despised mere forms, and cold 
caution^ when the moment of important 
action arrived ; which he carefully watched. 
The success which followed, was adequate 
to the wisdom and courage of all the mea- 
sures of a great statesman; The family of 
monsieur Louvet, I suspect, emigrated to 
England ; and made a cross-breed with those 
who, strictly observing all forms of votes, re- 
solutions, and acts of parliaments^ lost thir« 
teen provinces in America, with Minorca, yet 
now dare to persecute the saviour of India. 

* Chambers of parliament. 
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^^Sir, I am ready to admit that Kftv 
Hastings has sometimes gone beyond the 
strict letter of the powers with which he 
was entrusted : but I add a proviso — that he- 
was always warranted by the emergency of 
the occasion, and the general instructions^ 
under which he acted ; and that in no in- 
stance has he been actuated by corrupt or 
selfish motives. He never lost sight of the 
general instructions from his constituents, or 
the 2£ith of March, 17 7 A, " that in all your 
deliberations and resolutions you make the. 
safety and prosperity of Bengal your princi-^ 
pal object, and fix your attention on the se- 
curity of the possessions and revenues of the 
Company." To these important objects his 
strong and manly genius has sometimes sa- 
crificed the dead letter, with all the tedious 
embarrassing forms of the lower courts of 
law ; perhaps even exceeded the usual powers 
of a governor-general. 

" Let us advert, sir, to what passed in our 
own country, in 17 66. The capital was- 
threatened with famine: for the stock of 
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ami ki hand was inconsiderable; and the 
harvest had failed with us^ as well as in 
Biost parts of Europe. The exportation 
began to increase beyond the example of 
all former years; and commissions fron%> 
abroad for the purchase of wheats had been 
leceived to an unusual amount. The no- 
eessities of the poor were become urgent 
and alarming; In this emergency, govern- 
Rient acted wisely, and according to the 
^irit of the constitution, although directly 
against law*. An embargo was laid on. all 
ihips in the* ports of Great Britain, ladea 
with wheat, or wheat -flour. The people 
were fed, and the country rescued from 
Ihe dreadful calamity of fanune ; which in 
many parts had been severely experienced^ 
The ministers stood forth in a manly way, 
at their own risk; and trusted to their 
country for indemnity. They obtained it, 
to the fullest extent, from a grateful senate, 
as soon as parliament met. The law was 
plain, and positive : but the breach of it 
became meritorious, from the nec^sisity of 
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the case— rfor the salvation of the state. In 
such arduous circumstances has the late 
governor-general been, and to similar exer- 
tions do we owe the preservation of our 
Indian empire. 

'* Much has been said, sir, about the ac- 
cepting of presents by Mr. Hastings, in di- 
rect violation of the act of parliament. The 
fact is admitted : but let us examine the lawv 
By the act " for establishing certain regu- 
lations for the better management of the af- 
fairs of the East India company, as well in 
India as in Europe, &c." (the 13th of the 
king, ch. 63, sect. 23), which passed in 
1773, it is enacted, that " no governor-ge* 
neral shall, directly or indirectly, by him- 
self, or by any other person or persons 
for his use, or on his behalf, accept, re- 
ceive, or take, of or from any person or 
persons, in any manner or on any account 
whatsover, any present, gift, donation, gra- 
tuity, or reward, &c/' This, sir, is alsa 
the act by which Mr. Hastings was 
first appointed governor-general of BengaU 
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N0W9 sir, I ask, where is the proof that 
Mr. Hastings has violated this law in a single 
instance ? Has he taken for his use^ or on 
Aw behalf, any present, gift, donation, gra- 
tuity, or reward ? Let the evidence be pro- 
duced. It is true that various presents 
werCj at different times, received by him; 
and in particular 100,0001. from the nabob 
of Oude : but it is equally true that they 
were always carried to the account of the 
East India company, and actually formed 
a regular head of revenue afler the act 
took place. A second act, (24th of the 
king, ch. 0,5, sect. 45,) which declared 
** that the receiving presents for the use of 
the East India company shall be deemed, 
«nd taken to be, extortion,'* did not take 
place till the first day of January, 1785 ; the 
month before Mr. Hastings embarked for 
Europe. The last mentioned sum of 100,0061. 
was specifically entered as a present. These 
gifts and presents were afterwards issued for 
the pay of the army : and without these and 
other extraordinary aids, the army might 
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have disbanded^ perhaps massacred Cheir em* 
ployers; the Indian empire would certainly 
Jiave mouldered away. The offering of pre- 
sents is thought^ in the £ast^ a necessai^f 
preliminary in all negociations between a 
higher power, and an inferior or dependant. 
If the present is not accepted, the suit is 
understood to be rejected." 



From a large Volume in quarto, <3oni^st- 
ing of letters and papers concerning Mr. 
Hastings, written and printed under his own 
direction, for the use of his friends, but 
which was never published, it will not be im- 
proper to copy the two following letters, 
being the best commentary on the latter part 
of Mr. Wilkes's speech. 

From the East India Company to Warren 

Hastings. 



" SIR. 



*^ Harley 'Street i Sept. 17, 1795. 



*' The late resolutions of the general court 
in your favour, with respect to the charges 



^incurred by you in consequence of th6 im-' 
peachment ; and the annuity, as a reward 
for your services to the East India Company ; 
we sufficient proofs of the high estimation 
in which you stand with the proprietors at 
larger 

*^ These resolutions have not been carried 
into immediate effect, because doubts have 
arisen as to the Jegalitj of the measure un* 
*der the provisions of the act of parliament 
as to the application of the profits of the 
•company after certain defined payments are 
made : and, with regard to the annuity, the 
•approbation and confirmation thereof being 
expressly, under the provisions of the act, 
with the commissioners for the affairs of 
India. 

** Whilst these questions have been agi- 
tated, and remain undecided, the public, and 
every individual proprietor, have, in the ex- 
ercise of their judgment upon the propriety 
of the measures (to which they most un- 
doubtedly have a right), canvassed with pre* 
cision your character and conduct while ex- 
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ercising the high office of governor-general 
of all their affairs in Indta^ and particularly 
the fortune you acquired in their service. 
Upon the two first points, T trust, there is 
no doubt ; but as to the latter^ a variety of 
cpimons are entertained by men of the first 
character and honour in the country. From 
some hasty, and perhaps unnecessary, de- 
clarations made some time ago, and from 
appearances since, gentlemen of this de« 
scription have entertained doubts of the 
truth of the assertions ; and though a printed 
paper has been in circulation, as to the state 
of your fortune, yet your immediate con- 
stituents the (East India company) and the 
public, whose interests I consider as insepa- 
rable, remain without any declaration or 
avowal from you personally, as to the true 
state of your affairs. 

" It is suggested, that a distinction is at- 
tempted to be made between your fortune 
and Mrs. Hastings's. This is a subterfuge 
unworthy of your honour and character ; 
and! I am sure it is unnecessary for me to 
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Ipoint out to 3rou faow impossible it is to 
iDid&e this distinction with any degree of 
justice. 

" I have, sir, no pretensions, in my indi- 
vidual capadty^ to inquire into the state 
^ your private affairs ; I should think my- 
self impertinent so to do : but^ as chairman 
of the India company, anxious for the ho- 
nour and character of their servants of every 
description, especially those who have held 
sucfh high and confidential offices, I have 
taken upon myself to desire of you to state 
to me in writing, upon your honour, a full, 
pldn^ and unequivocal account of your for- 
tune; for the purpose of availing myself of 
it, if I see a fit and proper occasion, for re- 
moving those doubts, which, I must repeat, 
do at present exist in the minds of persons 
of distinguished honour and character. 

*^ If, sir, you choose to give me an explicit 
answer, it may be of use : if not, you will 
consider my letter as coming from a gentle- 
man holding (however unworthily) a very 

VOL* IV. K 
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honourable and respectable situation ; and 
not the impertinent curiosity of an inditi^ 
dual. 

^^ My situation must be my apology ; and 
tny object can only be to rescue or rather 
preserve pure^ your character^ from the 
suggestions before stated. 

^* I have the honour to be, sir, 

your very obedient servant, 

STBPJaEN LvSHINiS^TOK^'^. 

^To Wgrren Hastings^ esq" 



Mr* Hastings s Answer^ 

•* Daylesfordr-house^ 
^* September 22, 119S% 

^^ SIR, 

'* I HAVE had the honour to receive your 
letter : in which, after informing me of the 
legal difficulties, which have hitherto occur^.- 
red, to prevent the court of directors from 
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tahyirig- into effect the late resolutions of the 
general court, you are pleased in substance 
to add> that other objections were likely to 
arise from a variety of opinions entertained 
by men of the first character and honour in 
this country, respecting the fortune which I 
acquired in the company's service^ on com- 
paring the declarations formerly made of its 
amount (whether prudently made or not) 
with appearances since ; and to desire of me 
to state to you in writing, * upon my honour, 
a full, plain, and unequivocal account, of my 
•fortune, for the purpose of availing yourself 
of itj if you should see a fit and proper oc- 
casionj for removing those doubts which, you 
repeat, do at present exist in the minds of^ 
persons of distinguished honour and charac* 
ter/ 

*^ Whatever sense of public duty may have 
dictated this reference, or wish to obtain for 
the proprietors the fullest information to 
assist their deliberations upon a matter likely 
to be soon again brought before them, still I 

K2 
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cannot but feel myself impressed with the 
warmest sentiments of gratitude for the share 
which I have in the immediate object of it i 
which is, by stating to me the reports which 
have prevailed, to the injury of both my 
character and pretensions ; to aflbrd me the 
means of repelling them ; and of justifying 
the past approbation and beneficence of my 
generous and ever respected employers. I 
now with pleasure acknowledge the obliga* 
tion, and return you my sincere and mdst 
grateful thanks for it. 

" To the demand which you have made, 
and expressed in terms of the most -impres- 
sing solemnity, I shall reply, as I ought, 
with the pledge of my honour, which it re- 
quires for the verification of it ; and with as 
sacred and as awful a regard to truth, as if 
I was still in the presence of that tribunal 
before which I have already made a similar 
declaration upon the same subject, and called 
upon the Almighty to attest it. 

^* I will first endeavour to lay before you, 
in as few words as possible, that full, plain. 
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and unequivocal account of my fortune as- it 
stands at the present moment, which you 
are pleased to require from me. 

^^ I owe to my solicitors^ and to various 
individuals 97,000/. 

, «( To answer this sum, I possess the estate 
of Daylesford, in Worcestershire; which 
cost me^ including the original purchase 
and what I have expended upon the house, 
gardens, and lands, about 6o,000/. The 
estate is 650 acres, and may be valued at 
500/. clear yearly rent. I have- a diamond, 
which I purchased for a remittance twenty- 
.one years ago ; it is stitt^ unsold, and its es- 
timated value is 3000/.. i paid for it 33,000 
sicca rupees. I have one share in the Ber* 
lington and another in the Phoenix India- 
men, valued at (the first cost)^ 2,232/. I have 
some furniture, horses, and other farming 
stock, which it is impossible to appreciate: 
I believe I over-rate them at 2,000/. And 
I have recoverable debts, owing to me in 
England, amounting to about 3,000/. I do 
most solemnly affirm to you, sir^ upon my 
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honour, that I have no other property m 
any pert of the world. 

*' I must avow, notwithstanding the se^ 
verity with which you seem to reprobate the 
distinction, that in estimating my own for^r 
tune, I never did mean to include that 
which is^ exclusively the property of Mrs. 
Hastings. It is true, the principal sum from* 
which it has accrued, was once my own. i 
bestowed it upon her as a marriage settle- 
ment in 1777; not as an act of liberality^ 
but as a compliance in course with the usage,^ 
which I believe to be universal, of the com?- 
m unity of which I was a member. The suno^ 
was one lack of sicca rupees, and was paid^ 
by a bill upon my attorney in England ; the 
proceeds of which were to be vested in the 
hands of trustees, for her use. When it waa* 
ultimately paid, the sum^ with the interest^ 
amounted to 22,234/. This, by the sale 
of jewels, grew to 40,000/. ; from which^ 
10,000/. was deducted for the purchase of 
a house and furniture in Park-lane, lately 
made over as a security for that sum assigor 
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ed for the marriage settlement of Mrs. Im» 
hofi; the wife of her son. I declare upon 
my honour^ and even by all that is more sa- 
ered, if any thing can be more sacred^- that 
I have never added to her fortune since the 
day of my marriage. That I never, either 
itk India or in England, directly or indirect- 
ly^ made over one rupee^ or one shilling of 
my property, to Mrs. Hastings^ or to any 
person or persoi^s in trust for her : nor, to 
my knowledge or belief^ does she possess 
any property beyond the suiii which I have 
specified.'* 

frhe remainder of the letter relates to tl>e 
particcdars of the preceding totals, and to 
Mr. Hastings's pecuniary distresses pending 
his trial.]. 

^* I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect^ sir, 
your much obliged and 

most obedient humble servant, 
Wakeen Hastings.^ 

•• To Sir Stephen Lushingtarij Bart. Chairs 
man of the Court of Directors/' 
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MR. WILKES ELBCTED CHAMBERLAIN OW 
THE CITY OF LONDON^ 

In the month of April, 1777, sh* Stephen 
Theodore Janssen, who was chamherlain of 
the city of London, died ; upon which event 
Mr. Wilkes became a candidate for the of^ 
fice, but was not successfoh 

Alderman Hopkins was chosen. That 
gentleman, however, dying in November, 
J 779, Mr. Wilkes was immediately elected 
his successor ; and sworn into office on thie 

second of December, 1779. The livery could 
not have selected in the city of London a 
more proper person for this situation. He 
had always been a very excellent magistrate* 
not only in London, but in Buckingham* 
shire also. His experience and talents were 
well suited to the st^ion ; and he did more 
than any of his predecessors had done— he 
added a new interest to the office. 
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- When he presented the freedom of the 
city of London to great men, in honorary 
reward for brilliant and important services^ 
he always enriched the compliment with a 
very elegant enqomium on the merits and 
high estimation of the person whom he con- 
gratulated^ Efe valued himself much on 
the excellence of these addresses ; and they 
are worthy of preservation. The first was 
to Mr. Pitt (the present minister), on the 
28th of February, 1784, It is as follows : 

^ SIR, 

^* I GIVE you' joy : and I congratulate the 
city of London on the important acquisition 
which it has this day made. I reckon it, sir, 
.among tlie most fortunate events of my life, 
that I have the honour of being directed by 
the unanimous resolution of the lord-maypr^ 
aldermen, and common-council, to enroll 
your name in the archives of this metror 
polis, among those princes and heroes who 
have been the benefactors of our country 

K 5 
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and the friends of mankind ; with the glori-r 
ous deliverer of this nation ; with the hero 
of CuUoden ; with the illustrioua statesman 
from whom you derive your descent. The 
city of London^ sir, with pride and exulta- 
tion, now behold revived in the son those 
isolid virtues, shining talents, and powerful 
eloquence, which they long admired in the 
father : but above all, that generous love of 
our country and its divine constitution, su- 
perior to the groveling sordid views of pri- 
vate self-interest, or personal ambition. You 
have, sir, thus early in your ministerial ca- 
reer commanded the esteem and admiratioft 
of this city and nation, by a noble act of 
disinterestedness in favour of the public :. 
for which, I believe, you scarcely could find 
a precedent ; nor, I fear, will you be imitate 
ed by any future minister, 

" We look up, sir, to that superior ability 
and purity of public virtue, which distin- 
guish you, for the reformation of many and 
great abuses ; as well as for the steady protec- 
tion of our chartered rights, our property, and 
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tmr freedom. The administration of your 
noble father gave us security at home, carried 
the glory of this nation t& the utmost height 
abroad, and extended the bounds of the 
empire to countries where the Roman eagle 
sever fbtw. A late administration under- 
took an imjust and wicked war; which dis- 
membered the empire, by depriving us of 
eur most valuable colonies, and has brought 
us almost to the verge of bankruptcy. To 
restore thi;3 kingdom to a degree of pros- 
perity and greatness, demands the utmost 
exertions of virtue and ability; with every 
support, both of the crown and people at 
large. I hope you will meet with both ; and 
I know how high you stand in the confi- 
dence of the public. Much is to be done ; 
but you have youth, capacity, and firmness. 
It is the characteristic of a true patriot, never 
to despair; and we have a well-gounded 
hope of your making us again a great, 
powerful, happy, and united people, by a 
steady, uniform, wise, and disinterested con- 
ducti; Your noble father, sjr, annihilated 
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party ; and I hope you mW, in the end, beat 
down and conquer the hydra of faction^ 
which now rears its hundred heads against 
you. I remember his saying, ' that for the 
good of the people he dared to look the 
proudest connections of this country in the 
face/ I trust that the same spirit animates 
his son ; and as he has the same support o£ 
the crown and the people, I am firmly per- 
suaded that the same success will follow/-^. 

Mr. Pitt's Answer ; 

^' SIB, 

" I BEG to return you my best thanks 
for your very obliging expressions. Nothing 
can be more encouraging to me in the dis- 
charge of my public duty, than the counte- 
nance of those, whom, from this day, I may 
have the honour of calling my fellow* citi- 
zens.'* 



The SECOND was to the marquis Coro<; 
wallis, on the 5th of April, 179^* 
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** I oiVB you joy : and am happy in hav- 
ing the honour^ as chamberlain^ of convey- 
ing to yoar lordship the unanimous thanks 
of the lord-mayor^ aldermen, and commoiv 
council^ of the city of London^ for those 
great and eminent services which the na- 
tion at large, no less than the capital, dwell 
upon with gratitude and exultation. 

^^ The British arms, under the wise and 
spirited conduct of a brave commander, 
have raised the glory of the English name 
ta the highest pitch in the East. The most 
brilliant and splendid victories have follow- 
ed your lordship's ability in council, the 
excellence of all your military measures, your 
distinguished intrepidity in the most dan* 
gerous scenes of action. They have not 
only given perfect security to our former ter- 
ritories, but have extended the bounds of the 
.empire, accompanied with an acquisitMjn of 
more than 400^000/. a-year; an object of 



QOS lensMoiRS of 

national importance. Yet, my lord, permrt 
me to add, tbat though I am da2szled with 
your victories ; with the pride and pomp of 
conquest; the humbling of the capital of 
Mysore ; and the glorious 6th of Februaiy,, 
179^0 ^ proud day for England, zad an 
a^ra most distinguished in the annals of the 
eastern empire^ there are still nobler and 
hi^er triumphs that crowd upon us— the 
triumphs of your humanity. Your lord* 
ship's care and solicitude for the well-being 
of the numerous troops under your com-^ 
mand ;, the mild exercise of an authority 
beyond controul, which constantly afford* 
ed an adequate protection to merit, and ser- 
vices of every kind, in the friendly natives^ 
during the whole course of the war ; gave 
you an empire founded on esteem and affec*- 
tion, beyond the power of the sword. Such 
considerations overcame, in the eastern mo- 
narch, the strong ties of nature ; and the 
father, with a calm resignation, consented 
that the two young princes^ the hopes of hfe 
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empire^ should pass under the eye and 
protection of axt heroic and humane con<» 
queror; 

** My lord, oiff great Milton says> ' Peace 
has her victories no less renowned than war/ 
They have been earned in the civil adminis- 
tradon of youv lordship*. The native inha* 
bitants of India were, at your lordship's ac* 
cesaioa to power, the hairiest and best-pro^ 
tected subjects in India ; and they continued^ 
to enjoy that protection, in its fullest extent, 
ander your haj^y auspices. The plan of a 
late governor-general, the saviour of India, 
(Mr. Hastings,);was examined with great care 
and attention, and adhered to with liberality^ 
A better could not have been adopted. 
With wohderful ability he struggled through 
a mass of difficulties of a different kind, 
brought on in a most critical and perplexed 
situation of Indian affairs^ ' He rose superior 
to the combined efforts of our enemies ; and 
preserved taus our empire of the East, to be 
secured on the most permanent basii^, and 
enlarged by lord Comwallis.**' 
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The THIRD was to lieutenant-genera? sir 
William Medows, K. B. on the 17 th of 

May, 1794. 

» ■ •• 

" GEKERAL SIR WILLIAM MED4>W8, 

" ** I GIVE you joy : and I have the satisfac* 
tion of returning you thanks in the name of 
the lord-mayor, aldermen, and^^mmons, of 
the city of London, in common-rcouncil as- 
sembled^ They have unanimously voted yon 
the freedom of the capital : and desire to ex- 
press their high esteem for the second in 
command under the marquis Comwallis; 
and gratitude for the glorious and important 
advantages gained by his majesty's forces in 
the East Indies, aided by your gallant con- 
duct. 

•* May I be permitted to remark, that the 
East Indies have only been the latest, al- 
though the most important, scene of your 
military glory ? The public attention has 
long been fixed on former victories, in va- 
rious other parts ; and the astonishing suc- 
cess at St. Lucie, with very inferior num« 
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bers^ fl^DSt the formidable strength of the 
ancient enemy of these kingdoms, is still re* 
lated with patriotic enthusiasm. I will not 
go iota any other particulars of your conduct 
in the field ; nor dwell on that nice sense 
of honour which has marked your course 
through life. Your country approves and 
applauds ; and the citizens of London in- 
scribe your name in the illustrious list of the 
benefactors of this free nation* 

^^ I desire to add my fervent wishes, th^ 
you may long enjoy the fair fame and unsul- 
lied honours, which are the reward of supe- 
nor merit and fortitude.*' 



The FOtRfH was to earl Howe ; on the 
flth of May, 1 796t 

** I eivE you joy : and in the name of 
the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons, 
of the city of London^ in common-council 
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rasembledy desire to congratulate your lordU 
ship on tiie brilliant and decisive victory of 
the British fleets under your command, in^ 
the ever-memorable months of May and 
June^ 1794— a proud epoch in tile history 
of our glorious naval exploits ! 

" The naval superiority so essential to the- 
safety, hohour, and dignity c# our island^ 
has been {My established^ and (we hope)* 
kstingly secured, under your lordship's au*- 
spices. The navy. has always been consider- 
ed as our first and firmest bulwark ; and the 

« 

same undaunted spirit which has, under the 
command of the admiral of tile fleet, gaTn^ 
ed such signal conquest over a proud in** 
suiting foe, will,- we are assured, continue to» 
acquire fresh laurels, and preserve to Eng- 
land the homage of old Ocean. 

" My lord> it is impossible, on the present? 
occasion, not to dwell with heartfelt satis* 
i^ction on the generous frankness and zeal, 
with which your lordship has called forth 
the conduct and valour of the partners of 
your glory, to share in the national triumph.^ 
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The gallant behaviour of all the officera^ 
aeamen^ soldiers^ and marines^ who served 
cm board the British fleet under your coni^ 
mand^ has not been passed over in oblivion ; 
but receives from the liberal hand of their 
superior, a &ir and handsome share of the 
well-merited universal applause. This cha- 
racter of a true hero^ must ever be remarked 
and admired ii^ lord Howe. 

*^ My lord> in the present convulsed si- 
tuation of Europe, and critical period of our 
own afiairs, the utmost vigour and energy 
ate necessary. In the most important dQ- 
partment of the state, we are happy to see 
your lordship^s pre-eminence ; and we look 
forward to the future trials of your uncon- 
querable spirit^ skill, and science. May 
tvery year add to your public merit, fame» 
and honours,, imd to your private felicity !'* 

Lord Howe replied r: 

'^ I AM mueh flattered, sir, by the favour- 
able sentiments which my worthy fellow-citi- 
lens have done me the honour to entertain of 
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my professional endeavours^ on the occasion 
yoa have mentioned ; the impression of whtdi 
has been increased by the assurance of your 
dbliging concurrence in them.'*^ 



Tfie FIFTH was to admiral sfr Hbratib 
Nelson^ now viscount Nelson ; on the 28tft 
ef November, 1797« 



tt 
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*' I give you joy ; and, with true sat&B* 
faction, I return you thanks, in the name of 
the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons, of 
the city of London, in common-council as- 
sembled : who have unanimously voted you 
the freedom of the capital, for your distin- 
guished valour and conduct in the favourite 
service of the navy ; and particularly against 
a very superior force of the enemy, off Cape 
St. Vincent, on the 14th of February lasts. 

** Many of our naval commanders ha^e 
merited highly of their country by their 
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tterttens ; but in your esse, there is a rare 
bennc modesty^ which cannot be sufficiently 
admired. You have given the warmest ap- 
plause to your brother-officers^ and the sea- 
m^i under your command ; but your own 
merit you have not m^itioned even in the 
slightest manner : and the relation of the 
severe and cruel wound you received in the 
service of your country, is transmitted to 
posterity by jour noble commander-in- 
chief. 
J' 

•^^ May you long live te enjoy the grate- 
ful benedictions of the country, which you 
iionour and protect !'' 

Admiral Nelson's Answers 

"** SIR, 

•*' NoTHiN^^tiould be more gratifying to 
me (as it must be to every sea-officer) than 
receiving this day the high honour confer- 
red upon me, in becoming a freeman of the 
'City of London. And I beg you to believe, 
and to assure my fellow-citizens, that my 
tiand and head shall ever be exerted, with 



«■ 



i&(4 MEMOIM 09 

all my hearti in defence of my king, the 
UwSj and the just liberties of my country ; 
in which are included every thing which caa 
be benefidal to the capital of the empire. 
I beg leave to return you, sir, my sincere 
thanks, for the very flattering expressions 
you have honoured ^^e with on this 6cca«^ 
sion. 



The SIXTH was to admiral Waldegrave; 
•on the fifth of December, 1 7Q8. 

*' VICE-ADM/RAL THE HON. WM. WALDECRAVE, 

*M HBiVE you joy : and I heartily join in 
the tribute of just applause, and well-merit- 
•cd acknowledgments, which the lord-mayor, 
aldermen, and common-council, have unani- 
mously voted, for the services you have r«i- 
dered our common country, in a scene of 
great danger and glory, on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary last. 

** England is happy in possessing such 
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^umtleaft commanders ; and ovtr navy tri- 
umphant in being thus led on to fame and 
victoij. 

^^ It is the pleasing distinction which I 
hold by the favour of the livery of London^ 
jiiat it is my duty to record in the fair list 
•of British worthies^ those distinguished cha- 
Tacters to whom we look up with affection 
and gratitude. Your name will be no incon- 
aiderable addition to the proud annals of the 
3netropolis ; and your example will prove a 
source of noble emulation in the present 
4ige, and of excitement to valour and virtue 
for those succeeding/* 

To this elegant address^ the gallant admi- 
ral returned the following appropriate an* 
swer : 

^^ Oratory is not a British naval officer*s 
forte. We trust not to our words, but to 
our deeds ; and I thank God that, by the 
blessing of Providence, mine have been such 
as to merit the reward this day conferred 
iipon me. Be iissured^ sir, that no man 
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honour^ than I am : for what can be ; 
sincerely gratifying to the feelings of a 
bom Englishman^ than to find that h 
merited the applause and good-will o 
countrymen? I can safely say, that, 
the first hour of my arrival atcommai 
thenavy, to the present moment, it has 
been. my most anxious wish. and study* 
that which I conceived to be most cond 
to the good and the :general welfare •€ 
<xmntry ; and I can, with an equally 
conscience, add, that so long as I sha 
tain my strength and faculties, so 4ong 
they be exerted in defence of the be 
kings, and our glorious and matchless 
sthution. 1 beg, -sir, you will be pleas 
accept my best thanks, for 1i>e very ; 
and manly address with which you hav 
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Letter from Admhal Nelson to the Lord" 

Mayor. 

^* Vanguardy Mouth of the Ntle^ 
August 8, 1798. 

^* MY LORD, 

** Having -the honour of being a free- 
man of the city of London, I take the liber- 
ty of sending to your lordship the sword of 
the commanding French admiral (M. Blan- 
quet) who survived after the battle of the 
1st, oflF the Nile: and request, that the 
city of London wiH honour me with the ac- 
teptance of it, as a remembrance that Bri- 
tannia still rules the wave^; which that 
Ac ever may do, is the fervent prayer of 

" your lordship's 

most obedient servant, 

Horatio Nelson." 

" Th€ Ttight Hon. the Lord^ 
Mat/or of London.'* 

VOL, IV. L 



CATULLUS, 



AND 



THEOPHRASTUS. 



CATULLUS. 

In the year J 788, Mr* Wilkes amused 
himself with printing, at the press of his 
deputy, John Nichols, esq. a very elegant, 
and perfectly correct, edition of Catullus. 

Catullus was not one of the most eminent 
of the Latin poets ; but he was a favourite 
of Mr. Wilkes. There was a kind of co- 
incidence of circumstances between them, 
which probably gave rise to this partiality; 
for it can scarcely be supposed that the me- 
rit of Catullus, as a poet, was sufficient to 
gain the high esteem of Mr. Wilkes's ad- 
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mired talents and improved taste. Tt was 
like the resemblance which, Mr. Wilkes 
said, the case of Algernon Sydney bore to 
his own :— *and he therefore admired Sydney 
almost to enthusiasm* 

Catullus was indigent : so was Mr. 
Wilkes. Catullus had great patrons, but 
not liberal ones : so had Mr. Wilkes. Ca- 
tullus excelled in a species of wit that was 
not very delicate : so did Mr. Wilkes. Ca- 
tullus was the friend of liberty against Cae- 
sar : Mr. Wilkes gave ample proofs of his 
warm attachment to liberty. This simi- 
larity of situation and sentiment must have 
gained Mr. Wilkes^s affection ; and there- 
fore he made choice of his favourite au- 
thor, to give a specimen of his classical 
accuracy and erudition. 

In the year 1774> an edition of Horace 
was printed at Glasgow, which has been 
properly called immaculate. The sheets, as 
they were printed off, were hung up in the 
college of Glasgow, and a reward' was of* 
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fered to any person who should discover an 
error. 

Mr. Wilkes's Catullus is equally imma- 
culate. Not a word is misspelt ; not a 
stop misplaced, or omitted. 

The edition which Mr. Wilkes has prin- 
cipally followed, is that of Padua, of the 
year 1737- The title which he gave to his 
own was: *• Caius Valerius Catullus. Re- 
censuit Johannes Wilkes^ jinglus. Tl/P^ 
Johannis Nichols.** It is a small quarto 
volume. Three copies were printed on 
vellum, and one hiuidred on fine writing 
paper. The greatest part of these he pre- 
sented among his friends ; and the follow- 
ing letters are among the many acknow- 
ledgments which he received. 
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LETTER !• 

Downing'Street^ July 15, 1788. 

JVjlR. Pitt presents his compliments to 
Mr. Wilkes, and is extremely ^obliged to 
him for the edition of Catullus, which Mr. 
Wilkes has done him the honour to send 
this morning. 



LETTER XI. 

SohO'Sguare, Julj/ 18, 1788. 

i3IR Joseph Banks presents his ompli- 
ments to Mr. Wilkes, and returns him many 
thanks for his very obliging and agreeable 
present, which' he shall always carefully 
preserve as a testimony of his friendship : 
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which, though he has had but few oppor- 
tunities of deserving it, he shall ever cherish 
with respect for superior abilities, and gra- 
titude for the enjoyment of brilliant con* 
versation. 



LETTER XIU 

Great Portland-streety No. 40* 

Tuesday Morning. 
8IR9 

X AM very much obliged to you for the 
very elegant book with which you have had 
the goodness to present me. Catullus has 

• 

always been a favourite writer with me ; 
and I have great pleasure in seeing him in 
the hands of so refined and so accurate an 
editor as yourself. To editions of classical 
authors so Jiighly decorated with typogra- 
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pihical ornament as that of your Catullus, 
we may, with the strictest propriety, apply 
the expression of hiocus eruditissimtu. 

I remain, with great regard, sir, 
your obliged and 

obedient ser\'ant, 

W» Seward. 



LETTER IV. 

» 

Bradford^ Yorkshire 9 
December 3, 17 88. 

SIR, 

X LEARN from the public prints that you 
have printed an edition of Catullus, which 
is much admired for its superior elegance 
and accuracy. I directed my bookseller in 
town to procure me a copy ; but he informs 
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me that it is a private book, and not to be 
purchased. 

Having been engaged some time In. pre* 
paring an. editbn of the same author with 
notes critical and historical, I wish much to 
see yours ; as it is said to be very correctly 
printed, and may be of use to me. I cannot 
ask you for one ; but if you will indulge me 
with a view of it, for a week or two, I 
will take care of it, and return it in statit 
quo. 

I am, sir, wrth respect, 

your very bumble servant^ 

Edward Baldwyk, 

M. A. formerly Fellow 
of St. John' Si Ox/orcL 
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LETTER V. 

Winchester CoUege^ 
Dec. 3, 1789. 

DEAR SIRj 

1 RETURN you a thousand thanks for your 
very kind present of the most elegant edi- 
tion of Catullus 1 ever saw. I set a greater 
value on it, 'because it reminds me of the 
many pleasant hours, and classical con- 
versations, I formerly enjoyed with you ; 
which I shall be happy to repeat, if you 
will do me the favour to call on me in 
your way to your pleasant cottage in the 
Isle of Wight : where I should certainly 
have visited you last summer, if I had pass- 
ed (as I intended to do) some days with our 
friend sir Richard <Worsley. 

I am, dear sir, 

your obliged and very old friend, 

and humble servant, 

Jos. Warton. 
L 5 
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THE0PHRASTU8. 



In the years 1789 and 179O, Mr. Wilkes 
employed his very active and very accurate 
deputy, to print for him a very beautiful, 
and perfectly correct, edition of the Charac- 
ters of Theophrastus. It was a companion 
to his Catullus ; and was a small quarto, 
like Catullus^ printed in an excellent bold 
and clear type. The ti\le page was 

0EO*PASTOT XAPAKTHPEL H0IKOI. 

^* Johannes fVilkes, Angliis^ recensuit. Lon- 
dinif 1790, Typis Johannis Nichoh.^* 

In the early progress of printing the 
work, Mr. Wilkes sent some proof-sheets 
to Dr, Thomson, of Kensington, for him 
to examine ; and the doctor transmitted 
them to his friepd, W. Holwell, esq. at 
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Thdrabury, near Bristol. In consequance 
of this communication^ Mr. Holwell sent 
the following letter to Mr. Wilkes. 

" Thomhury^ near Bristol^ 

October 9A^ 1789. 
*' SIR,. 

•* My good friend. Dr. Thomson, of Ken- 
sington, has transmitted to me a first-proof 
of an intended new edition of the Charac- 
ters of Theophrastus. I beg to congratu- 
late the public on two points : the one, 
that the remains of Theophrastus are likely 
to be sfent into the world 3 and that you, 
sir, undertake it. The doctor, from too 
great a partiality to me, has desired me to 
give my opitiion upon certain points; and 
he seemed to wish that my answer should 
be sent to yourself. This will, I trust, apo- 
logize for my addressing you. 

" The doctor writes, that the Vat. MS.* 
has no accents, no aspirates ; but preserves 
the apostrophe. The want of accents proves 

• The manuscript in the Vatican. 
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its antiquity : for I am fully convinced that 
accents are of modern invention ; and, as 
now used, are destructive of all quamity*' 
Let any man read twenty lines in Homer 
or Sophocles, by accents as now used ; and 
that will be, I think, a sufficient answer ta 
all the treatises which have been, or ever 
will be, written in their defence. 

" With regard to the Greek fetters ami 
words (I do not mean as to 'their form, 
which has varied in different ages), I hum- 
bly ^^ think that the ancient inscriptions 
would be the best guide. Muratori has 
the largest collection : but as the Vatican 
manuscript has emitted them^ for unifor- 
mity's sake they may be omitted through 
the wholes though I confess it to be sin- 
gular. For the same reason, the apostrophe 
should be retained. The Vatican manu- 
script, as the doctor writes, retains it, — One 
thing is omitted, which I have taken the 
liberty to supply ; I mean the iota. This 
seems to me to be absolutely essentia). 
Ancient inscriptions, &c. were generally 
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exhibited in capital letters, and then the iota 
was adjoined. I believe no instance can be 
produced of its omission. Does the Vati- 
can manuscript omit it ? 

" As to the manner^ I think it very good : 
the letter of a proper size ; and the lines 
at proper distances. One thing I beg to 
object against ; I mean capital letters to 
b^n each sentence. I am no military man^ 
yet I love a military review ; and my eye 
would be offended to see here and there a 
perkedup grenadier of six feet four inches, 
breaking the line of five feet ten inches. 
Indeed, I would allow an officer, pro digni^ 
tat€f like a proper name, to exceed in height. 
I have drawn a line through these grena* 
diers. 

** It is quite right that ligatures should be 
banished. I have mentioned one or two 
other particulars to doctor Thomson ; to 
whom I beg my best compliments. 
" I have the honour to be, sir, 

your very obedient servant, 

W. HOLWELL," 
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Mr. Wilked seems to have profited by 
this advice. . His edition of Theophrastus 
is without accents. Count Reviczky, the 
Imperial ambassador at the British court 
at this time^ by whose persuasion Mr. 
Wilkes was influenced to print Catullus 
and Theophrastus^ remonstrated with him 
upon the omission of the accents : Mr. 
Wilkes replied, that he would cheerfully be 
at the expence of printing a single copy for 
the count/ if he would find a person who 
could make them, and correct them. 

This is the only complete edition of Theo- 
phrastus that we know of : Mr. Wilkes hav* 
ing added the two chapters found in the Vati- 
can, and separately edited by John Christo- 
pher Amadutius. There are no notes, nor 
any introduction, to Mr. Wilkes's edition. 
Only three copies were printed on vellum ; 
and one hundred on fine writing papen 
These he gave to his friends. Among th^ 
many acknowledgments which were sent to 
him for these presents, are the following. 
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LETTER r. 



Althorp^ October 17> 1790. 



SIR. 



A HOUGH I have not the advantage of 
being personally acquainted with you, I can- 
not avoid taking the liberty of troubling you 
with a few lines, to return you my most 
sincere acknowledgments for the very oblige 
ing manner in which you have done me the 
honour to send me your beautiful edition of 
Theophrastus, upon vellum. I esteem my- 
self peculiarly fortunate as a collector of 
scarce and valuable books, that, in conse- 
quence of my having purchased count Re- 
viczky*s collection, I am become the pos- 
sessor of two books, not more desirable on 
account of the correctness and beauty of 
their execution, than from the name and 
reputation of their editor ; whose talents and 
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abilities^ having already made so distinguish- 
ed a subject for our political^ must in future 
be equally celebrated by our literary, histo- 
rians. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

with great truth, 

your most obedient 

humble servant, 

Spenceb. 



LETTER II 



Caen TVood^ June 3, 1790ii 

JLORD Mansfield returns many thanks to 
Mr. Wilkes for his Theophrastus ^ and con- 
gratulates him upon his elegant amusement. 
Theophrastus drew so admirably from na- 
ture, that his characters live through all 
times, and in every country. 
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LETTER HI. 

Park'placCf Mat/fQ. 
DEAR SIR, 

1 RETURN you many thanks for the valu- 
able present, which I have this moment re » 
ceived, of your new edition of Theophrastus. 
Its value to me consists in its being a me- 
morial^ and not the first of the kind, of your 
friendship. As such, I shall ever sacredly 
preserve it; and shall contemplate it with 
more pleasure than the perusal could afford 
to many who possess the knowledge which 
I have unfortunately lost, if I can pretend 
to have ever attained it, of the language in 
which its contents are written. 
I have the honour to be, dear sir, 
your much obliged and 

most faithful servant, 

Warren Hastings. 

I am under a solemn engagement to sir 
John Elliott, and mean tQ perform it^ that 
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I wiH learn the Spanish language for the 
purpose of reading Don Qu^ixote in the 
original text of a beautiful impression which 
he gave me. If I have life and leisure, I 
will not despair of being able to qualify my- 
self to profit in the like manner by your 
gift. 



Soho-square^ June 6, 1790. . 

1 KNOW not whether you extend the libe- 
rality with which you distribute to your 
friends copies of your valuable editions of* 
the classics any further : but I do know 
that I have an application from the library of 
the university of Gottingen, now one of the 
very best in Europe ; requesting that, as 
money will not purchase them, your good- 
ness will plac^ them there. 
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t do not mean to press upon any resolu- 
tion's you have made on the subject. So 
shall only say, that in acceding to the prayer 
of their petition, you will command the gra« 
titude of some very learned men. 

Believe me, dear sir, 

your faithful, obliged, 

humble servant^ 

Jos. Banksi 



LETTER V. 

Leicester-fields. 

OIR Josliua Reynolds presents his compli* 
meats to Mr. Wilkes, and returns him many 
thanks for the present he has made him ; 
the value of which is much increased, in 
his estimation, by the honour of receiving it 
from him. 

He is very much flattered by Mr. Wilkes*s 
polite attention to him. 
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LETTER Vr. 



Cavendi^h'Sqiiaref June 5, 1790. 

i^IR John Thorold presents his compli- 
ments to Mr. Wilkes: is much honoured 
by bis kind remembrance^ and the valuable 
present he has made him of his edition of 
Theophrastus ; wbtch^ be doubts not^ ia 
equally immaculate as his Catullus. He is^ 
much flattered by his acceptance of the 
trifles he ventured to offer ; but as he could 
make no adequate compensation^ be endea- 
voured to testify his grateful sensQ of hi3- 
favours. 
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IilBrTER VII. 

Suceri'S'Sguare^ June 5, 1790, 

JVLr. Cracherode has the honour to return 
his thanks to Mr. Wilkes for the most com- 
plete edition of the Characters of Theo- 
phrastus as yet printed ; and to express the 
very grateful sense he entertains of his re- 
peated favours. 



LETTER VIII. 

Bushy 'Park^ Sept. S7, 1 790. 

SIR^ 

xSEING possessed of a very good collec- 
tion of the Greek and Latin authors, and 
some very curious editions, I cannot help 
entertaining an anxious desire of enriching 
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my library by the addition of your two ele- 
gant publications of Catullus and Theo- 
phrastus; But, alas ! I find by inquiry among 
«11 the booksellers, that they ai-e not to be 
purchased ; and that I can only make that 
valuable acquisition by addressing myself to 
your liberality. That course I have there- 
fore taken. 

If you should have the goodness both to 
pardon and to comply with my application, 
be assured that no person on whom yon 
may have conferred the same obligation, 
will set a higher value on the present than 
myself. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 
your most obedient 

and most humble servant, 
Sylvester Douolas. 



/ 



MR. WILKES'S 

TOUR ON THE COAST- 



1 HE fatigues which Mr. Wilkes endured 
by his fsMthfuI attention to his official duties, 
in the situation of lord-mayor, during the 
year 1775, required some relaxation. In the 
spring of 1776, he made a little excursion 
through some of the southern counties : 
while on this tour, he received the following 
letters from his daughter. 



LETTER I. 



Lojidorif July 15, 1776. 

1 AM happy, dear papa, to hear of your 
arrival at Brighthelmstone, after an agree- 
able tour from Godstone ; and particularly 
rgoice in the favourable account of your 
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health. Accept the assurance of my feeling 
the sincerest gratitude for jour -most kind 
proposal, and attention to every particular 
concerning it, 

I read your letter to Mrs. Molyneux 
this afternoon ; who is much obliged by 
^every expression of your regard for hen 
I found the party would be extremely 
agreeable to her; but, that the first wish 
in her mind was, to see her children : and 
that she had not yet received the value 
of the draft sent her from France. Another 
reason >fbr her stay in town at presept, is 
the idea given her by her son, that perhaps 
Mr. Molyneux may very soon bring over 
their two eldest daughters ; and she is every 
post in expectation of hearing w^hat he in- 
tends doing with them t for it appears cer- 
tain that he means the others to remain in 
France. It is impossible to be more friendly 
to us both, than this good-humoured cheer* 
ful lady ; and she expressed on this occasion 
how highly she was j)leased whenever iii 
your company. 
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As ta myself, it is a constant satisfaction 
to me to flatter my mind that you are well 
acquainted with all the feelings of my heait 
towards you. Whatever most expresses them^ 
wiH ever be what I shall have the truest plea^ 
sure in performing ; and I must regret every 
interruption to my personal attentions. I 
hope the same indulgence I have so constant- 
ly experienced, and now with such peculiar 
kkidnesSj will accept those in idea, which I 
should have been most happy to have paid at 
Brighthelmstone, had circumstances permit- 
ted me the agreeable journey . My dear papa's 
kind offer is engraven on my mind, with all 
his other goodness, never to be obliterated. I 
hope some other party equally pleasing will 
take place between the widow and ourselves ; 
and slie is as much disposed to it as we can 
wish. 

The exercise and air of Brighthelmstone 
will, I flatter myself, be of infinite service to 
you ; and I hope you will stay as long as 
may be of benefit to your health, or agree- 

VOL. IV. M 
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able to your inclination. If you please^ we 
might go a few miles to meet you when you 
return ; which I should like extremely. 

Bon soir, men ires cherpapa ! et recevet 
avec voire bonti ordinaire le plus tendre re- 
spect* 



ZfETTER Ilr^ 



London^ July 18, 1776i 

Y OUR acciistotned goodness, dear papa, 
makes me uneasy at not having the pleasure 
of hearing from you to-day : but I flatter 
myself, some agreeable excursion in the en- 
virons of Brighthelm stone is the only reason 
of my disappointment% 

I dined yesterday with Mrs. Molyneux, at 
Mr. Beckingham's, at Highgate ; and a 
very fiue day shewed the prospect in all its 
beauty. I heard, the infanta of B. S. is 
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to be made a Christian on Sunday seven- 
night : but the ceremony is not to be per^ 
formed at the mansionrbouse> as at first 
mentioned. 

Our friend in Berkeley- street is extreme- 
ly obliging. She has received her money ; 
and has heard that her two eldest daughters 
are to return with Mr. Molyneux in a few 
days. 

Pem^ttez-moiy man cher papa, de vous 

« 

^mbrasser bien tendrement ; et je quitte la 
plufHe avec la douce esphance de la repren^ 
ire demain pour vous remercier d'une de vos 
iUmables lettres. 



LETTER III. 



LondonyJidyQX)^ 1776. 

1 HAVE great pleasure in continuing to re- 
ceive such favourable tidings of your health ; 
and I am very grateful for your kind exact- 
ness in writing to me. 

m2 
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The widow will dine with me to-morrow^ 
on the Brigbthelmstone fare ; when we sbaU 
(Certainly drink the health of the amiahle pa- 
triot, the donor. — I was agreeably surprised 
this morning by a visit from Mr. Needham ; 
who has been in England a few day s^ and 
intends staying a fortnight longer. He told 
me, he came to settle Mr. Dillon^s affairs, 
betwe^ his family and his creditors, previous 
to his marriage with miss Phipps, lord Mul- 
j[i ravels sister ; who is now at Brussels, with 
her .mother. — Mr* Needham is very desfrouis 
of seeing you, and left me his direction. I 
was much pleased to hear of his business : 
and it looks so well for him who brought 
up Mr. Dillon, to have the managemetit of 
it. He has been to Prance on this oc- 
casion. 

Accept the most respectful and tender 
adieu. I 
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LETTER IV^ 



July 30^X776'. 

X BSCSIVBD^ dear papa, your kind favour 
of Saturday, in company with your old 
iiriend miss Goddard ; who accepted of a 
titeri^tHe dinner with me yesterday. We 
Juid the Bath mutton you was so good as to 
jMsnd me. It was delicious ; and we drank 
the. health of the amiahle donor. We bad 
likewise the Bath cheese; which we both 
liked extremely. 

At last you see that Mr. Luttrell is mar- 
ried. I beg you will ask lord Irnham where 
be has taken a house ; as I wish to be among 
the first that wait upon the bride. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair called yesterday, to 
know if you was returned ; and Mr. Mulli* 
ner sent this morning. 
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My grandmother is pretty well, and de- 
sires her love. 

I have sent twice to inquire afler Eliza. 
The accounts of her health are very indif- 
ferent, and she still keeps her room. 

I received this morning some very pretty 
garters from the duchess De la Vallerie^ with 
a letter from the baron. H^ mentions the 
:0eet under the count D'Estaing having sait- 
€d the 13th. The destination of it is not 
known ; but he imagines it is not intended 
to act on the offensive, but only to protect 
their West India islands. The baron says^ 
*' /a' grossesse de la reine se soutient tou- 
^^n.'*— The chevaliere is confined to her 
bed with a rhumatisme goutteux. She sends 
you millechoses tendres. 

I passed Sunday afternoon at my uncle ^ 
Heaton's : we were, indeed, en famille ; for 
the circle consisted of seven, all of the 
name of ^Wilkes. 

It gives me great pleasure to think your 
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preisent excursion- will be beneficial to your 
health ; the first object in the wishes of^ 

dear p^a> 

your ev^er dutiful and 

affectionate daughter, 

Mary Wilkes. 



LETTER V. 



London y August 6, m6, 

jL OUR kind letter, my dear papa, has re- 
lieved me from great anxiety ; and I am. 
truly happy to have such good foundation 
for the hope of your speedy recovery. 

Mr. Bull, Mr. and Mrs. Hayley, Mr. 
Glynn's family, and Mr. Crompton, have" 
sent their inquiries after you ; and count 
Lauragais made them personally this morn- 
ing. He desired his best compliments ; and 
was not only very friendly, but very polite. 
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He Iools;s extremely well. Mr, Ncedhaih has 
likewise called, and recommended a tour to 
Brussels and Spa for your recovery ; of 
which places he gave me very agreeable par- 
ticulars. 

Your health- was drank to-day in Berkeley- 
street ; where I went to wish our widowed 
friend a good journey. She seta out to- 
morrow for Harwich^ an^ will be some 
time absent. I shall be much obliged, to yoa 
for the mutton^ as I find in myself a good 
deal of an alderman's daughter. 

I think your idea of the Hessian cavalry 
will suit all parties ; and it would be a great 
pity for Mr.^ Smith * to lose the advantage 
of the proficiency he made^ in riding, under 
so good a master. 

The account of your visitors much pleas- 
ed me ; and I hope their acquaintance will 
be an amusement to you. AU must be 
happy to know you. The attention was 
very obliging. I beg the ladies may be as- 

♦ Mr. Wilkes's natural son. 
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sured of the respects of their old school- 
fellow. 

Ouire VintirH que mon cher pafia inspire, 
camme il sait prendre tons les tons il sera 
partaut reckerchJ et aimS. J*ai eu kier la 
visile de monsieur — mademoiselle D*Eon ; et 
celte de ce matin aussij me rende toute 
Franfoise aujourd^kui. Le chevalier a parle 
de vous avec teus les Sgards possible, et je 
Vat trouvi fort gat. Les visites ne m^ont 
donni aucune nouvelle. 

I trusty my dear papa^ in your usual good* 
ncss^ to give me frequent accounts of your 
most valuable health. Be assured that your 
kindness makes the deepest impression on 
a heart which has every feeling for you to 
the utmost extent. 



M 5 
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LETTBK VI. 

Lotidan, J/ug^% 177& 

1 AM very happy to have my most pleasing 
expectations realized in tbe satisfactory ac- 
counts I am just favoured with. The detail 
you are pleased to give me of your health is 
truly kind to a mind you occupy entirely ; 
and I trust my wishes will he equally grati- 
fied in your next letters. I beg leave to in- 
close messrs. De Vaubert's recipe, which 
did you so much good in France ; as it will 
be a pleasure to me to know you have it to 
try again, if necessary, and agreeable to you. 
I rejoice in your pleasures ; particularly in 
your going to that favourite spot, the Isle 
of Wight, It appears to me a long while 
since I have seen you 3 and the time of my 
anxiety is indeed very tedious i but I shall now 
give myself leave to cherish every agreeable 
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idea concerning you ; and the first will b^i 
the hope that the remainder of your ab- 
sence, will do your health the most signal 
service. 

The direction I ^end came with two 
small ham{S, that I £incy to be Westphalian. 
Would you think it a proper compliment to 
the family at Preston, to send one or both? 
Excuse my mentioning this, since it pro- 
ceeds from the satisfaction at all regard 
shewn you. I could send them directly. 

I find count Lauragais' favourite has 
given him a daughter. I am sorry it is not 
a son. An EngHsh little Lauragais of the 
other sex would, I think, have proved an 
original, and much entertained him. What- 
ever the female proves, the character can- 
not be so piquant ; besides the inconveni- 
ences attending singularity in a woman. 

I was yesterday at Clapham. Your old 
acquaintances have made a short visit there 
from Epsom ; and gave me an obliging in- 
vitation to be with them part of the time 
my mamma will be there. I should be very 
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glad to have your permission to stay a jfew 
days or a week with them, which would 
be a trifling expence ; it would inuch oblige 
my mamma, and look well to the world. 
To have that one's friend, is a good thing 
whatever happens; a comfort in expecta- 
tion, and a reward to good conduct. — Mr. 
Pugh called to inquire after you. 

I return, vnth thanks, Mr. Smith's let- 
ter * ; which I think is wrote in a very 
good hand. I suppose you have not much 
idea of his improving his style in a commer- 
cial city t ; but I hope, in other respect^ 
he will make a good use of his stay^ 

Every wish and every assurance attend 
you. 

I forgot to mention, my mamma wishes to 
go to Epsom the last week in August. 



♦ His natural son. f Hamburgh, 
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I.B7TBB VII. 



August^ 1776. 

X AM just returned^ iny dearpapa^ from » 
party at Footers, with the Meads. I re- 
joice most sinceretj at your agreeable tour ; 
and, did it suit your pleasure and arrange- 
ments, I own I should now be glad it were 
prolonged till my little excursion was over^ 
since one is come so near the other. 

Foote gave bis new piece, called the Ca- 
puchin ; which character in it he acted. It 
was performed to a full and candid audi- 
ence. There was great applause, but rather 
more disapprobation. Our party agreed that 
there were some good strokes, particularly 
in the first act ; but, on the whole, that it is 
an indifferent piece. Great part of it runs 
on the stale jokes occasioned by Irish blun- 
ders. Foote spoke a good prologue. 
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We have had torrents of rain here. I 
hope your weather is better. 

The count of Bourbon is gone. He has 
been here several timeSj chatting in the 
French style; ^nd has shewn me a great 
deal of confidence^ by talking to me of his 
affairs, reading me the history of his life, 
^C» You will be amused and interested by 
being acquainted with both. He has a great 
admiration of Mr. Wilkes, and wishes to 
know him intimately on his return. 



LETTER VIII. 



Epsom^ Aug. S9, 177Q. 

A LEFT town, my dear papa, with true con- 
cern, that chance should have been so much 
against me ; and should have occasioned me 
to leave it just after the pleasure of seeing 
you, whin I had been deprived of it six 
weeks. 
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The first part of my ride here was disagree « 
able^ on account of the dust ; but after my 
exchange, it was very pleasant: and, what 
was' remarkable on so great a road as that to 
Portsmouth, we did not meet one carriage 
from Martin here. — My grandmamma oblig- 
ed me with my conveyance, in the kindest 
manner ; and I was agreeably surprised, on 
meeting my mamma's coach, to see Mrs, 
M. Warkman; The sisters inquired very 
obligingly after you, and received me in the 
most friendly manner.— My mamma intend- 
ed to have left this plac^ with me on Mon- 
day ; but the ladies have pressed her sp 
much to stay, that she has deferred going 
till Wednesday, when she will certainly re- 
turn to Clapham unless the elements should 
interpose. She has proposed my going back 
with her to dinner, and returning totown in 
her coach early in the afternoon. The la- 
dies have kindly desired me to make this 
little difference in my stay with them ; and 
as it will be so trifling, I beg leave to re- 
quest it of my dear papa. By this means^ 
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riiy return would be no expence, nor any in- 
convenience^ to him or my grandmamma* 
—We have a good deal of wind here ta- 
day^ and improve it to hear the melancholy 
sounds of the .^Ek)lian harp. Some hard 
showers have prevented my walking this 
morning ; but it promises to be fine very 
soon. 

I hope to hear you have determined on 
some little excursions during my short ab« 
sence^ and that they may contribute to con- 
firm your health. I flatter myself with re- 
ceiving the most happy tidings of it to- 
morrow. 

jigreez, mon cker papa, les kommages les 
plus respectueux et les plus tendres. 



IVIR. WILKES'S 



JOURNEY TO BATIL 



Towards the end of the year I777r 
Mr. Wilkes was attacked by a fever. Being 
advised by the faculty to try the Bath waters, 
he set out for that place in the Christmas 
holidays ; and during his continuance there^ 
his daughter sent him the following letters* 



LETTER IX. 



January 13, 1778. 

1 AM infinitely abUged toyou^ dear papa, 
for your kind attention in writing to me ; 
and particularly for the indulgent wishes 
with which you favoured me the first day of 
the new year. 
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I sincerely rejoice at the coniudierable coE» 
lection already made for the American pri« 
soners. Your name will do honour to the 
list ; and though the sum which it has sub- 
scribed marks the blindnesss of Fortune^ yet 
you have shewn the humanity and other 
characteristics of your mind. 

I was in hopes^ dear papa, of sending yoit^ 
some French game to-night : but it is now 
too late to expect any by to-day*s coaches ; 
and, I believe, the French post is not yet ar^ 
rived. The French ambassador's courier 
is, however, come. 

The baron mentions to me the death. 6t 
the marquis De Pezay, occasioned by ambi^- 
tion. He made many enemies; and the 
vexation they gave him brought on a fever,, 
which was fetal. I am really sorry for it. 

Be so good as to make my acknowledg- 
ments to those who have favoured me with 
their remembrances ; and I am doubly in** 
debted to miss Rian. 

I have at last seen the widow Grordon. I 
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think her just the same^ and her daughters 

improved* 

My grancknamma desires her love; thQ 
amiahle widow^ her compliments. I am hap-^ 
py ta find you lead so regular a life^ and 
am much edified that lord Kelly approves 

it. 

Good . night ! diear papa^ and accept the 

wannest affection and duty. 



x; 



It is rmposflible, dear papa, to alleviate ab*- 
sence with more kindness than that with 
which you indulge me. I received with 
the greatest pleasure the most oi^li^ing let* 
ters that welcomed my return last night. 
Mais vos bontes out bien voulu mettre trop 
de prix i une petite attention fort au-dessous 
de ce que mon coeur eprouve. 



^6o MBidorBS or 

I am happy, dear papa, in your safe arri- 
val at Bath ; and the chearful style of ypuF 
letter gives' me a pleasing hope of the 
amendment of your health. 

I made a variety of visits yesterday morn- 
ing ; and in the afternoon went to Great 
Alie^street, Clemenl's-lane, &c. Mr. and 
Mrsv Hay-ley were not at home: I saw the 
housekeeper, and inquired particuiariy after 
my cousin, who is something better. 

I made a very agreeable visit to Mrs. 
Canning, and saw the party who had dined 
there — colonel Miles, Mr Nugent, &c. 

Very late last night came a basket from^ 
Calais; containing three hares, eight par« 
tridges, and four capons. I immediately had 
all fresh packed for the alderman*, except 
un animal a quatre patteSj deux perdrtx, et 
tin imparfait ; which, I flatter myself, his 
worship will forgive my keeping. 



■*• 



ti^ 



Mr. Wilkes himself. 



BOmx WILKES^ Esa. 2€l 



X.ETTER XI. 



1 HAVE the tribute of gratitude to return 
you, -dear papa, for your kind billet of Mon- 
day, and the thin paper which attended it. 
I imagine you destine part of the value for 
MuUiner ; and that you have either wrote 
to him to come here, or in your next letter 
will 4et me know if }t)u wish I should send 
for him. — Reynolds received his allowance 
on Saturday. 

The member for Lynn has sent a very fine 
turkey, with sausages ; and I thought you 
would approve my writing a card of thanks. 
The widdw desires her compliments : she 
was so kind as to partake of the piper to- 
day, which was extremely good ; and we 
drank the health of the alderman*. 



•m^im 



Mr. Wilkes. 
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I am sorry you are not on the parades^ 
as I know them to be your favourite situa- 
tions. Mrs. Glynn and her sister from Bath 
are just gone. I have not yet seen the wi- 
dow Gordon : there, seems to be a spell 
iigainst our meeting. 

To-morrow I am to be in Red-Iion-KX>urt ; 
where I hope you will not be displeased at 
my making a compliment of the Norfolk 
turkey, since you are absent. 

My grandmamma is pretty "well, and de- 
sires her love. 

Recevez, mon cJier papa, les assurances les 
plus tendres et les plus respecttieuses. 



LETTER XII. 



Prmce'S'C0U7% 
January 26, 177S. 

jMaNY thanks> my dear papa, for the 
fish ; which I received on Saturday night. 



and it proved veiy fresh and good : but I 
am still more obliged • to you for the kind 
letter you favoured me with on Sunday; 
as hearing from my dear papa is my first 
|)lea^ure5 when he is absent. 

I am sorry Mrs. Macaulay should make 
herself so ridiculous. She must have gone 
through town, on her return; and Mrs. 
Beckingham*s amiable disposition is much 
hurt at not seeing her. — I should like ex- 
tremely to know who the people were Mrs. 
Macaulay saw at Paris. Her old English- 
woman remained to attend her daughter, at 
Mrs. Sawbridge's desire. 

I go to Red-lion-court to-morrow ; and 
will therefore defer having the wine unpack- 
ed till Thursday, that I may attend to it as 
much as possible myself I was much en- 
tertamed at the lady's direction. 

Please to make my compliments wherever 
you think proper. 

The widow, my very obliging friend, sets 
«ut for Bath to-morrow ; but, I suppose will 



tZdA MEMOIRS OF 

not arrive ther^ till Friday^ as she travd$ 
with her own horses. 



LETTER xni. 

JtyONI^S nouvelles de Calais! he froc 
Frangois du patriote Anglois est retire du 
ivaisseau du capitaine Gunston, et doit ar-^ 
river tres incessament par les soins des 
Messrs. Minet & Co. 

I have just received a letter, dear papa^ 
from Mr. Caffieri, with the above intelli- 
gence. I hope the coat will now arrive very 
soon, quite safe ; and that sometimes red, 
sometimes blue, it will on both sides be- 
come a Ranelagh waistcoat. 

Mrs. Cox would be much obliged to }X)u 
to inquire after her picture at Mr. Hoare's. 
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He does not kii6w her by her married 
name. 

Recevez, fnan cker papa, tes -hommages 
le$plus tendres et respectueiLx. 



•KSA 



Z.BTTBR XIV. 

^pril 14, 1778. 

JL WAS made happy, dear pap^, by receiving 
the favours of your two letters. They arrived 
just as I was going to the Meads ; from 
whence I am now returned, after a very 
agreeable afternoon. 

Fines etes Men hmireuXy mon cherpapa. 
Hire tcmjours acco'nipagne d'une gaieti aussi 
aimabie ; il est vrai que je craignois pour 
vous des joumeesjatiguantes^ par des chemins 
rudeSf et rCayant pour vous reposer sur la 
rmte que de mauvaises auberges. I trust, 
however, that the rural scene of Bath will 
vol.. IV. K 
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soon restore you. — Notwithstanding a& thit 
Mr. patriot Wilkes says^ I confess mysetf 
impatient to receive the present of a French 
duchess; hut, if he pleases^ I will satisfy 
his scruples hy agreeing never to use any 
French cup and saucer, except when he 
wears his French coat. 

Adieu, dear papa 1 accept the warmest 
duty that affection and gratitude can feel 
and sincerely offer. 



JLettsr xy\ 

Jl have to thank you, dear papa, for twd 
pair of very fine soles, deceived this after- 
noon. The finest of them I sent to my 
gratidmamma^ 

A French mail catne iu to-day ; but I 
have yet no further intelligence of the aU 
aermarCs coat. 

I shall drink the health of the donor of 
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the fish to-morrow $ and joio m the libitioii 
» favourite of yours^ my gdod friend mft« 
dame De Chaatereiw, from Whom I have 
^ust received a most i,fFecitionatektter.<*-Tho 
queen of France is now said to be cer-^ 
tainly with child ; etle a des Jbibtesses, des 
maux de coeur, qui ne permettent plus dUen 
Pouter. 

I have received by the petite poste a note 
from the baron, with the bill of your coat. 
I am impatient to have the honour of a bow 
irom you in it at Ranelagh. — ^The baron 
saya, On parle de paix plus que ja^nais icu 
The Mr. Adams arrived at PariSj is to replace 
Mr. Deane. He does not speak French; and, 
what appears very strange^ he knew nothing 
of the treaty till his arrival in France. One 
might think from that, there was some truth 
in the reports here of its not being ratiiiedi 
&c. &c.. i am rejoiced that the commis* 
sbners are gone. 

I shall attend to-morrow the summons 
of the neighbouring bell. If I was Mr. 
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.♦ ... ' ■ " \ 

Churchill I would say, it was the only beR4 
to which you could be indifferent. 

Every assurance of duty and affection at* 

• 

tend my dear papa. Parlez-moi, je v<m9 
supplie, de votrt -iantf. 



1 !liA)) great pleasure^ dear papa, in finding 
your kind billet of Monday, on my return 
last night from Red-lion-court. 

1 begin to be uneasy at not receiving 
your coat ; and intend writing to-morrow to 
Mr. Caffieri, to mform him that it is not 
yet arrived. 

Mrs. Workman returns to Epsom to- 
day. She has been so kind as to give me a 
very elegant locket, in the shape of a hearty 
with a figure of Grief mourning over an 
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uni^ under a weeping willow ; executed in 
the hair of our old valuable friend miss 
Polly. 

The widow desired me to send her love^ 
or compliments.: I told her I certainly 
would the first. — ^The weather here conti- 
nues very cold. I hope it is better at Bath. 

ReceveZy mon cher papu, les fiommages les 
plus tendres et respectti&ux ;^ ei continuez vo* 
banii^s^ ^ voire agneau^. 



I^ETTEB XVII., 

jL our very indulgent goodness^ my deap 
papa^ in writing to me with so much exact- 
ness, I feel with the utmost sensibility and 
pleasure; 

We are all shivering in town, and sitting 
as close to the fire as if we were in January. 

I am very sorry for colonel Whitmore and 
doctor Macnamara, ^ow much is it to be 
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lemented^ that the evils attendant an ha« 
flian nature are so often the lot of the most 
worthy ! 

I have received a letter firpm the harod^ 
containing an anecdote of the marechal De 
Biron ; veh^cfa I transcribe^ as I am sure 
it w)ll please 3rou» 

Le marechal de Bhtm, cohnel des 
gardes Frungvises^ qui sak euimer vetre 
nation, apprenant que Vamiral Rodamf^ 
qui a eu beaucoup de succes contre nom 
dans la derniere guerre, etoit ohligS de re- 
tarder son depart a cause quHl devoit, le 
marechal lui a fait ojffrir mille Louis pour 
s*acquitter et le mettre dans le cas de pouvoir 
4iller Ojffrir son secours a sa patrie. Ce traii 
a parfaitement rinsri parmi vos compatri^ 
otes a Paris. He saya likewise, that Vol« 
taire has taken a house at Paris» 

I passed yesterday with my mother, wbcmi 
i found much better. 

Mr. Bishc^y the mace-bearer, has been to 
invite you into the chy next M(»day ; and 
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made a very formal speech on the occasion 
for your worship. 

I am just arrived from my grandimam- 
ina*8: die is pretty wdl^ and desired her 
love. My eldest uncle has given up the 
•chemd lie last mentioned. 

Please to make my eompfiments to all^ 
who are so obliging as to remember me-. 

I shall £ist with the widow to-morrow : 
ttid I hope yon wiR keep the <£iy with equal 
Strictness at leasts — as senator^ as city ma* 
gistrate, a^ Middlesex jasticei. and particu<» 
larly, to be exemphvy in^ the dissipated plac#^ 
you are gone to convert. 



IiBTTEK XVUI% 



Accept, dear papa, the tribute of the 
roost sincere gratitude for your last favour ; 
rendered much dearer to me by your kind 
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and indulgent expressions, than by the va- 
lue of what your goodness inclosed. 

I am sorry to find you have had a change 
of weather. That which we experience here> 
continues equally disagreeable. 

I saw the king pass yesterday on his way 
to Greenwich : t anr glad of an excursioti 
calculated to please the navy. 

Voltaire's being made a freemason sun* 
prises me ; for I should never have thought 
of his having lived so long without being of 
that fi^ternity ; or tbat> being now so old, 
he should think the secret worth his.knoW- 
ledge. 

Adieu^ mon tris cher senateur ! Jefomte 
pour vous tousles vobux que peuveni inspirer; 
les liens les plus chiris de tendresse et de rek 
sped. 
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&BTT£R XIX. 



I WAITBQ^ my dear papa, with great impa*- 
tience for to-day's post, from the pleasing 
hope of receiving a favourable account of 
your health.;, and I am more concerned than 
I can express, to have the contrary. — L trusty 
the latter part of the article in the London 
Packet is not true. Pray, has the cause as« 
signed, any foundation ? — 1 hope in God to 
have happier news to-morrow, till when I 
shall be all anxiety. Should my dear papa*s 
fever continue, I intreat him to return^ if 
possible, to be in the hands of his good and 
skilful friend; or permit me to attend him 
without delay. I have asked Mr. Churchill's 
opinion ; who advises the bark, in the same 
manner as before. Allow me to recommend 
the utmost care of yourself, in the tenderest 
manner. — I rejoice you are with such agree- 

N 5 
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able comfmny, and have so nmch attention 
shewn to your health. Please to make my 
compliments and acknowledgments. 

Many thanks for the copy of the baron^s 
letter ; and^ accorcfing to your obliging de* 
sire^ I win send yoB my opinion of the pro* 
posal to-morrow. At present^ I can think 
on nothing but my dear papa's healthy and 
form the most ardent wishes for more satb?^ 
factory tidings by next post. 



mim 



LBTTBS XX* 

W E have delightful weather in town, mj 
dear papa; and I hope the elements are 
equally favourable where you are. So agree- 
able a circumstance will, I trust, be propi- 
tious to your recovery ; the idea of which is 
what most pleases me in remarking it. 
, I beg leave again to thank you for baroo 
Boden's letter, and for desiring my opinion 
on the subject. I am persuaded he would 



mdify do all in his power to oblige you and 
Mr. Canning ; and his interest must be very 
good at the couit of Cassel, which I take to 
be one of the most considerable among the 
German courts, i su{^)08e they have all 
adopted the discipline of that great master 
in the art mililary, the king of Prussia ; and, 
the landgrave of Hesse Cassel having marri- 
ed a princess of Brandenbiu'g^ may make 
that Qourt among those that march a la 
Prussienne. 

I should hope Mi*. Smith* would be 
secure from- going to America ;. but whe- 
ther more troops may not, perhaps, be en- 
gaged from some of the same princes, is 
a consideration of such great importance, 
that I think it would be desirable to have 
(if possible) a certainty of his being released 
from such horrid service. I am surprised 
that the baron should say the king of 



* Mr. Wilkes's natural son. This circumstance 
thews that Mr. Wilkes was not less attentive to his 
son's future condition^ than he had beeo to his educa* 
tion. 
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Prussia cannot name an ensign in his own 
raiment; ■ * 

• Pray^ in what manner do you mean 
Mr. Smith should go — as a volunteer, oir 
to buy him a commis^on ? I fancy the 
baron has no interest with the present mo- 
narch there; but will have a powerful on6 
in the next reign. Such a recommendation 
is, I think, a very strong inducement to pre* 
fer Hesse ; and I see only two reason^ 
with that already mentioned, to balance it j 
whether you think Mr. Smith might imbibe 
notions there disagreeable to you ? or, whe- 
ther you thought it most useful to him to 
be placed on the largest scale ? Since yoii 
are pleased to ask my opinion; give me leave 
to say, I am of the same which appears te 
be yours z and I think there is the most 
agreeable opening for Hesse. I suppose you 
could have particulars from the baron ; or 
lie might mention from whom to have them 
at his court. He is to me the French mar- 
quis, instead of the German baron. Be so 
kind as to desire Mr. Canning to make hini 
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ifie most pdite acknowledgments in^ my 
name. I desire to finish tliis subject, with 
ihy wannest wshes for Mr. Smith's happi<- 
bess. 

* I go to Clapham to-morrow, till the next 
morning. The amiable widow desires her 
i)est complinients. She goes to Harwich on 
Sunday. 

AgreeZj man cherpapa^ tous les sentimem 

dofU man eoefir est ptnttn pour votisa 

1 • ' 



^m 



LBTTEB XXI.. 



A-S you desired me, dear papa, to send 
your packet last night to Brighthelm stone, 
I think I must be right in directing your 
papers and letters there to-day ; and hope to 
have your approbation. 

Mrs Conti is come to town, in a great 
hurry, on account of the baggage. She sent 
it before her, being seized on an information. 
Poor woman 1 besides that distress, she has 
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another embarrassment ; occasioned by tbe 
laws of France obliging her to have the 
consent of her husband-s brother (as his 
heir) before she can receive any money* I 
have not yet seen her ^ but she haa sent 
me wordj she will call the first moment she 
can, I long to see her, and give all the con** 
solation I can to so amiable and unfortunate 
a friend, 

I go to Clapham to-morrow, till Tburaday 
afternoon ; when I hope to have the pleasure 
ef finding a letter from you, I will send the 
papers as to-day. 

Our Esculapius is gone to Margate. I 
flatter Tnyself, your tour continues perfectly 
agreeable : and your pleasures give the truest 
satisfaction to 

my dear papa's 

constantly affectionate 

and dutiful daughter.' 

I beg you to make my best compliments 
to your party, if you think they would bo- 
^greeable. 
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XBTTER XXIU 

I WAS mode happy^ dearpapa^ on Safur:- 
day, by your kind letter. I received it oir 
my return from the agreeable widow's, wha 
18 all obligingness to me. Mrs. Cdnti was 
of the party, and we only wanted the aiders 
man to make it complete. 

No notice has been taken to me of the 
French pye, or the note which attended it ; 
but I hope the obliging remembrance on 
your part will be acknowledged. 

One of the soles you favoured me with, 
I sent to my grandmamma ; and I had the 
pleasure of finding it proved acceptable. I 
believe fish is more so to ber than any other 
eatable. 

I rejoice in your resolution of not sup- 
ping, and of keeping good hours. Your per- 
severance in it, joined to taking the baume^ 
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and an agreeable journey, will, I hopCi giye 
me the happiness of seeing ybu quite reco- 
vered. 

I will certainly write about the gan>e ; 
arid am sorry for the contretems of my Ict^^ 
ter,. but I tru8t it will not have any conse- 
quence.. 

What doyou think of lady. Mary O^Brien!s 
marriage ? I hear Mr. Fitzmaurice iS twenty 
years older than her ladyship ; and that his 
mother is so fond, of him, she fears he 
should not live comfortably with ten thoui- 
sanda-year. 

Mr. Mackay, of Hackney, has got one of 
the 20,000/. prizes. 

Monday Evening. 

Many thanks, dear papa, for your last let- 
ter ; which I have just received, on my re» 
turn from my grandmamma's; She desired 
her love. 

jigreezy je vous supplicy le plus tendrt 
respect. 
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l&BTTBK XXllU. 



L WAS eitremely mortified, dfear papa^ not 
to write to you yesterday ; but I attempted 
it in vain. I was taken in the morning with 
a pain in my stomach ; which continued in* 
creasing till the afternoon, when I was r&r 
lieved by a violent natural emetic. I went 
to bed at eight ; and having thoroughly 
mirsed myself, I am now quite recovered. 
I would not have mentioned this trifling 
circumstance, if it had not unluckily inter* 
fbred with my duty and inclination. 

It makes me happy to think your return 
near; and I hope you will have a very 
agreeable journey to town. Stourton must 
be ddightful, in all the beai;ty of spring. — I 
have received a commission from madame 
la duchesscj which, I hope will be enter-i 
tainingi^to you as well as to mysejif : it is^ 
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to send her regularly Le Courier, Sea.; and 
I have accordingly given directions for it ta 
be sent here. 

Saturday Evening. 

I have received the pleasure of your kind 
billet^ on my return from the widow's^ 
where I met the Adalrs, who inquired much 
after you. We hiave had some fine mild 
rains« that nudcc the park look beaisrtifuK I 
hc^ they wUl contribute to the pleasure of 
your t0ur« Mrs. Molyneux desires her com'« 
pliments* Evecy body is talkmg of our fleet 
It PortsnK)uth, a^d ttuit under the count 
D^Estaing. I am very glad of the kingV 
tour, as I think every encouragement should 
be given to the navy. 

On a fait une ptahantene a Paris sur let 
grossesse de la reine ; en disant, *' Ok, ptmr 
€filay elle eH grosse : I* ef if ant a remui ; it 
a donn/ «m coup de pied d Monsieur, et um 
mitre ^ morhseigneur le comte d'Artois.*^ 

Mrs. Conti inquired very particularly after 
you this morning. Her father is just return* 
into Yorkshire v a circumstance I must 
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Tej<»ce in» ss his longer stay with her was 
incoinpatible wkh her tranquillity — his ten^ 
per is so unfortunate. She had endeavour* 
cd to please him by every effort^ without 
success; and this amiable worthy woman 
has given up part of her slender k>come^ ta 
lender her father's life more comfortable. 

May health and happiness attend you^ 
tor papa ! is the constant prayer of 

your ffrer dutiful and 

afl^tionate daughter, 

Mary WXX.KBS. 



LBTTBR XXIT. 

1 HOPBt ^car papa, I may judge by your 
gaiety that you are quite well* I rejoiced 
to hear the weather continued fine at Bath ; 
which, I trust, has given you some agreeable 
excursions in the environs. We have very 
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Ugh winds here, and frequent hard sfiower^i 
Indeed^ at present it l)low8 quite a hurri- 
cane and the house shakes* 

The soles were as good ia< flavour^ as fine 
m dieif appearance. 

I have had your bed cleaned : it is very 
well, done ; and I flatter myself you will ap^ 
prove SO' necessary a job. It gives me plea* 
sure to have done what will be. comfortable 
to my dear patriot Tout ce qui regarde uh 
ohjet clleri, est une ocwpatioribien douce i 
vou^ me lejaitessaiu cesse iprouveryetfen^, 
jimis surtout en renouvellant d mon chet popfk 
nia respectueuse tendressem. 



toHir wiLKBS^ csa; 195 



liETTBR XXV* 

1 

Epsom t Sept. 7, 1?79. 

W E are preparing, my dear papa, to leave 
this place ; and we are to dine at Clapham 
to-ihorrow. I hc^e to have the happiness 
of finding you quite well on Friday morning ; 
when I shall arrive, alderman-like, with some 
Darking fowls for your acce^^ance. 

The venison was excellent^ 

AgreeZj mon cher papa, les hommages 
lbs plus respectueux et les plus tendres. 
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Epsom^ Sept. 8, 1779. 

DEAll ^APA, 

X HE first page of your letter gave me 
sincere pleasure ; but the second, great con- 
cern : though I am equally obliged by both. 



as they shew the very kind attention yt)u fk^ 
vour me with. I was much sTiocked hy the 
fire at colonel Gordon's, which must exceed- 
ingly alarm you ; and 1 shall be very impa- 
tient for to-morrow's post, in the hope of 
hearing you are not the worse for so great 
an agitation, atid that the danger of the fire 
In^eaking ooA, again is quite over. I should 
be glad to know m what part of cok>nd 
Gordon^s house it broke out, and what da- 
mage it did ? It seems very odd txy me, he 
should so soon leave home after such an ac<^ 
cident. It was. very fortunate you was not 
gone out, nor your servants ; and that there 
was no want of water : as well as its happen- 
ing, so early in the evening. 

I am extremely hurt by admiral Byron's 
defeat, and by what I saw in last night's 
London Chronicle. I ^ould suppose he en.?, 
gaged very unwillingly. It seepis proba^le^ 
I think, that there will be no engagement 
in the Channel this season. The arrival of 
the East India fleet is happy, and I hear 
we have taken two more French East India- 
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imn. I fear, the consequences of D^£staii\g*s 
success will not end with the taking of tha 
Grenadas. I shidl be unhappy till there i$ 
some brilliant action to the honour of the 
British flag. 

I mentioned to you, dear papa, that I was 
to go to Mrs. NichoU's, We saw there her 
son-in-law, Mr. Trinder, a clergyman ; who 
is a very agreeable man. He told us an 
Bnecdote of Dr. Butler» bishop of Oxford ;* 
which, as I never heard you mention it, I am 
induced to write — Dr. Butler being promis* 
ed the bishopric of Chester by lord North, 
on the vacancy he went to courts to kiss hands 
on his appointment. The minister, seeing 
him, acquainted the king of the reason of 
his bdng there ; but his majesty told lord 
North, that the queen having heard Dr Por- 
teus^ preach, was so pleased with him, that 
she insisted on his having the vacant bishop*- 
ric. Dr. Butler was so affected at the di^* 
appointment, it was with difEciilty he got 

• Now of Hereford. f The present bishop of London. 
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out of the drawing-room without fainting 
away. It has happened fortunately for him, 
that, having the promise of the next bishop* 
ric, he has now got that which could be the 
most agreeable to him, by bringmg hioft 
among all his old connections— ^Oxford. 

I am, dear papa, 

your ever dutiful 

and tender daughter^ 

Maay Wilkes. 



LETTER XXVII. 



'Epst7n, StpL it), 1779. 

DEAR SIR, 

1 AM extremely obliged by your kind jit» 
tention in sending me the newspapers, 
which are a great amusement to all the 
party 3 and you may depend on my care to 



JOHN WILKB§, £Sa. 289 

bring them back. Your obliging letter of 
Wednesday made me happy to think you 
was not the worse for the alann of the fire 
at cdlonel Gordon's, and that dear Prince's- 
eourt was become quite cairn. — We are just 
returned from a very agreeable visit at Mrs. 
Chamier's : the under-secretary came from 
town while we were there, by whom we 
found that the news from the West Indies 
is to he in the next gazette. I should be 
very glad, dear papa, if you could get it 
sent me to-morrow night, without interfer- 
ing in the least with the early hour of your 
coucher. It is some consolation to find 
things not so bad as at first represented ; 
and I rqoioe that admiral Barrington could 
be at court yesterday, and that the success 
of the French cost them very dear. 

This has been a pleasant day ; but I have 
as yet made no excursion, and all my exer- 
cise has been confined to a little walking. 
My mother's dislike to going out makes her 
quite ingenious to find reasons to avoid any 

VOli. IT. Q 
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rides. We do not breakfast till after ten^ and 
we dine at three ; which reduces the mom* 
ing's to nothing, as allowance must be made 
for dress. Before breakfast I walk slone, 
and read the contents- of the packets you 
have the goodness to send me. 

To-day I had a letter from miss Touchetj 
who informs me she is going to be married; 
but without particulars, which I regret. I sin- 
cerely wish her the happiness she so highly 
deserves. — ^The other letter was from Mrs. 
Molyneux, mentioning very disagreeable cir- 
cumstances ; and she seems quite melancho- 
ly. She expresses the most obliging sense 
of our attentions. 

My mamma intends leaving this place on 
Tuesday. She has not yet said any thing 
about our going afterwards to Biggin ; but 
I suppose it will be agreeable to her to make 
that excursion, according to her first plan. 
That will fix my return to the middle or lat- 
ter end of next week, when I hope for the 
happiness of seeing you in perfect health. 

I thank you for the .abba's letter.; mats 
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sa plaisanierie est depourvue de dilicatesse^ et fCa 
Jms le ten de la bonne comjiagnie. I find Swin* 
burne very entertaining. — I flatter myself 
to-morrow's post will bring me a few lines 
de votre main chirie. None goes from hence 
•on Saturdays. 

Take care of your health, my dear papa ; 
ifor which the most ardent wishes are con^ 
stantly formed by 

your most dutiful and 

affectionate daughter^ 

The Lamly the Tygressy la 
marquise dEstampes, 

and under every possible present 
or future denomination. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Prince' s-^onf if 
December 3 1 , V119. 

A, THOUSAND thanks, dear papa, for your 
kind letters of Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The dear widow seems highly delighted by 
your attention to her birth-day ;*and I am 
now going to ^erid the order you were so 
obliging as to send on Thursday. As Sun- 
day interfered, I think it would be better 
not to risk any fish. 

You will find by theinclosed, that Mr. 
Vandcnclooster has done your commission 
with much civility. — I have not yet heard 
from the worthy bonne^ which surprises rae. 
— My grandmamma is tolerable;, except the 
complaint on her breath, which I fear dis- 
tresses her a good deal. She desires her 
love, and Mrs. Smyth her compliments. 

I shall have the pleasure of beginning the 
new year by paying my duty . to that be- 
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hrred father to wBom I am always happy 
to afford the tribute of my affection and 
gratitude. 



I^BTTBB XXIX« 

Prince'S'Courij 
J^muary ], 1780. 

I BBG leave to Begin the new year- by the 
most agreeable employment. Allow me to 
mtreat^ through successive years^ the conti- 
nuance of that indulgence which, in all I 
have yet experienced, has been the dearest 
satisfaction to my heart. The justice done 
jFOu at the close of last year, could not but 
heighten all my feelings for us both ; and 
they are now, thank heaven, full of pleas- 
ing prospects. 

I am very glad of your determination to 
return on the 1 1th — a punctuality which will 
fitill add to the good opinion formed of the 
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worthy chamberlain of London. I see by 
the papers^ Mr. Jones has demanded a sera* 
tiny. I fancy one may think from that mea* 
sure^ he is much mortified; and I suppose 
the perseverance will be a great expence to 
him. 

I am going to dine with the widow, who 
inquires after you whenever we meet. Sh^ 
passed the holidays in the country-^ihe po- 
lite word for Limehouse. — By your accounts 
I guess Dr. Wilson to be in a dangerous 
way. If he is detisrmhied to publiah; ib^ 
letters, I wish. that in which Mrs. Mk-Ii 
mentioned could be omitted f and.Jt^i)} 
would remain quite enough to answer, hip 
purpose, 1 do not doubt. ... ,i 

I am flattered by lord Kelly^s attention^ 
and desire to return compliments to fais 
lordship. 

Bon soir, tres cher Juipa ! 



JOHN WILKBS^ BSa. 2^5 



LETTER XXX; 



Prince* s-cqutU 
Monday Evenings January 3. 

1 AM greatly obliged to you for your kind 
wishes on new-year's day.— I shall be hap- 
py in performing your commission to my 
grandmamma. I saw her last nighty when 
she was very indifferent with shortness of 
breath* 

I dined yesterday at my uncle Heaton's, 
tn famille. Mr. Palmer, the dissenting mi- 
nister^ told my grandmamma the other day, 
that he heard the chamberlain gave great 
satisfaction. Walker has sent a fine haunch 
of venison^ which I do not doubt will answer 
to its appearance. The Norfolk captain ar- 
rived on Saturday in Berkeley-street, to the 
great joy of our female friends there. We 
are to be a large party there to-morrow. 
The weather is very disagreeable here ; 
frost, thaw, and fog, alternately. 1 hope it 
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continues as favourable at Bath as you first 
mentioned. 

I have heard of a new print of a gentle- 
man going to Hanover on horseback^ with 
his lady behind him ; holding an infant, and 
several other children desiring his atten- 
tion. 

I £nd the account of admiral Hyde Par- 
ker*s success is generally believed. The 
Dutch, I hear, will bear the taking of their 
ships very quietly. 

ye me flatte que la santi et les plaishrs con-' 
tribuent igalement a rendrt le sejour de Bath 
agr Sable a mon cher papa. Je lui pre sent e les 
hommages les plus tendres et les pus respectueux^ 
et je jouis de Fespoir de voir sa physionomie an^ 
noncer les effets heureux de sa tranquilliti 
d^esprit. 
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LETTER XXXI» 



Prince* S'Court J 
January 6, 1780. 

jMLaNY thanks, dear papa, for thfe enter* 
taining French verses ; and many more for 
the pleasure of the letter which they accom- 
panied. I have transcribed them, and inclose 
them as you desired. I can solve the difficulty 
you and lord Kelly are in concerning ^^Jiar^ 
jUageJ"^ " Parfiler'' is (like Penelope's night- 
work) constantly undoing j and to me so insi- 
pid an employment, that I wonder how the 
French ladies, who have so much vivacity,can 
talue such pleasure in it as they do in num- 
bers. It consists merely in untwisting gold 
thread ; that is, separating the gold from the 
silk it is twisted with in order to be woven 
or worked. The vogue of this employment 

o 5 
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occasions a great many presents being made 
of pieces of gold stuff, &c. merely to be 
undone ; and I take " le pigeon de JiarJUage^* 
with the other things mentioned, to be of 
that sort. At the jour de Van of last year, 
the duchess mentioned a great number of 
presents given her on the occasion, pout 
Jiarfiler. You see that neither taste nor in- 
genuity is shewn in this, as in other amuse- 
ments of the female sex. 

I have just received a letter from the 
duchess, in which she gives you good ad-, 
vice. I am not going to copy it for the 
compliment at the conclusion ; but to make 
you smile, and that you may see the interest 
she takes in your aftairs. *' Je vous souhaite 
une bonne annSe: celle-ci a bienfinie JumrX^ sena^ 
teur, etpar consequent pour vous. Qu^il se con* 
duise biens qu^il ne fasse plus de defies ^ et quHl 
pay e tout doucement les anciennes ; enfin, qu*il fosse 
dire de luitout lebien qu'i/ merit e, et qu'i/prouve 
qu^il a merit e unejUle charmante comme vous.** 

Quand/e comte d' Estaing est arrivS a Versailles ^ 
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le rot Stoit a la chasse ; et il fCa vu cettefois que 
monsieur de Sartiney et monsieur de Maurepas^ 
chez lesquek U s'est rendu. II tCavoii Jias en- 
core pu retourner a la cour le 26 Decembre^ les 
midecins lui ayant defendu de sortir. Le comte 
dEstaing a la jambe gauche retiree (contract- 
ed) /f^r sa blessure^ et il est fort ntaigri. There 
was no news of the remainder of his fleet 
vrhen the baron wrote. 

I was very well entertained last night at 
the play ; but regretted that the wit in 
Love for Love should be so often disfigured 
by indecency. The altered pantomime is 
extremdy well executed, and with very good 
scenery. The storming of fort Omoa is an 
amazing contrivance ; done with excellent 
perspective, and a most glorious nbise. The 
sailor with the two cutlasses is introduced : 
biit they have made additions to the story 
that hurt it greatly. 

An officer from sir Henry Clinton is said 
to have arrived with an account to govern- 
ment of admiral Hyde Parker's success, as 
reported some time past. 
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Boh soir^ mon ires cher et iris aimable fuipa! 
agreez mes resjiectueux et tendres h(mimages. 



I«BTTEB XXXII. 

Grosvenor-sjuaref 
Juhf 15, 1795. 

ETSR-DEAB PAPAj 

X AM happy to find that your health has 
not sufTered, as I feared it might, by such in- 
auspicious weather ; and I flatter myself the 
accounts will be more favourable in every 
succeding letter, but I cannot divest myself of 
considerable anxiety. I had the favour of yours 
of Sunday on the following day ; a regu« 
larity I heartily wish may con tin ue, — ^I am glad 
you have plenty of strawberries, and that 
Trusty is a constant attendant, as becomes his 
species and his name. — There have been se- 
veral mobs for some days past at Charing* 
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cross and in St. George's-fields, chiefly ex- 
cited by the falsehoods of bad people about 
more crimping. They assembled also in 
Downing-street, and broke a few panes of 
glass at Mr. Pitt's ; which has been exag- 
gerated, according to custom. The military 
were called out ; but their appearance alone 
seems to have proved sufficient, and I trust 
all is now quiet. Happily, bread is not 
again advanced. 

I Jiave passed a very pleasant day at Rich- 
mond ; with madame de Carnbis, the Uze 
family, and the duchess De la Tremoille : 
by means of an acquaintance of the latter, 
we saw the kangaroos belonging to the 
king ; which are now multiplied into a herd. 
Several of them are females : and it is most 
curious and comical to see the heads of the 
young peep out of the bag with which the 
dam is provided ; looking (as it were) at the 
world to sec how they like it, before they 
venture to become inhabitants. They are 
«ix months in this state, and you see the 
dam and the young grazing from one body. 
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They are tame. BufFon mentions this ex- 
traordinary animal under the name of sa^ 
rigue, on opossum. 

Lord Macartne)^*s life is marked with un- 
common variety ; and his mission to a king 
without a kingdom^ is a complete contrast 
with his late embassy to China. 

Lord Moira has announced that he leaves 
town on Friday ; and all who embark with 
him have orders to be at Southampton on 
Tuesday. The present Monsieur is to join 
the expedition, but not to land here. The 
comte De la Chfttre, and fifty or sixty more 
officers, set out last night. 

Major Harcourt is gone to the West In- 
dies, to the great concern of lady Shuld- 
ham ; and I regret so worthy a young man 
being thus exposed. 

I dispatched a packet for you this morn- 
ing. — ^The owls are well ; and madame Fairy 
is lively 3 and, I hope, sage en mSme terns. 
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[The following two letters from Mr. 
Wilkes, atParis^ to his daughter, in Lon- 
don, were accidentally omitted in their pro- 
per placej 



Parisy Hue des Saints Percsy 
Febi'uary 9,3^ I766. 

1 AM greatly oblige to my dearest daughter 
for all the words of tenderness and affection 
which, I find in her most pleasing letter of 
the 10th of February. I am quite recovered : 
and I take more care of myself than ever ; 
which prudence is likely to last as long as 
the memory of having been ill presses on 
my mind, — I suspect, not much longer. 

Marmontel has made a pastoral of the tale 
of the Bergere des Alpes^ which I saw last 
night. It has no great success. I went, 
chiefly out of compliment to our good 
friends in the Rue Royale ; who protect the 
piece, and the musician. They had cele* 
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brated both the poetry and the musick in so 
high strains^ that the public expectation was 
raised too much. The men observe^ that a 
beauty too greatly cried up never amuses : 
the public find, that the Bergere des jilpet 
is uninteresting as a poetical or comic operas 
but admire it as a tale. An Englishman can 
scarcely bear to hear all the tenderness which 
a gentle shepherdess inspires a gallant heart 
with^ frittered away in a musical dialogue of 
quavers and semi-quavers. — Poor Mrs, Gib- 
ber ! how I lament her death ! Besides her 
superior talents for the stage^ she could 
melt the soul by the most tender and pathe* 
tic strains, infinitely superior to all the flash 
and fire of wit. I believe you heard her sing 
Henry and Catherine once in Great George- 
street. That song, in her plaintive turtle 
note, has often filled my eyes with tears. 

The two Helvetian nymphs inquire much 
about their dear miss Wilkes ; and ask me, 
when you are to come to Paris. My an- 
swer is, that as soon as T have permission 
to go to London, I shall pay my respects to 
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you there ; and that we shall return toge- 
ther to the capital of the sprightly Gauls. 
You wouldTje better lodged here, my sweet 
Pblly, 'than even in the Rue St. Nicaise; 
and mademoiselle La Vallerie is always here. 

Madame Grandsire, from Calais> cama 
here lately ; and' told me there was a box 
you had left at that place, which she- sent ta 
me here. I found that it contained two of 
my. dear girl's pajleh ; which I have just put 
up^ and tbey are now the best ornaments of 
my cabinet des livms. 

I have not received- the letter you mea^. 
tion from Mr. I^ugh, nor a line from Mr* 
Nixon for above a twelvemonth* I beg you 
to remember me to them both ; and be as* 
^ured^ my dear angel^ that I am ever 

your affectionate father, 

John WiLKESt 
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Parisj Hue des Saints PireSf 
March 3, n66. 

A THANK my dearest daughter for her 
obliging solicitude about my health. I am 
now quite re-established : and ara able to en- 
joy the agreeable parties of the baron^ HeU 
vetius> Pielletier, &c. ; though (what gavfe 
the highest delight to all) the cbttipany oF 
my dear mis9 Wilkes is wanting. The ba- 
ron has been ill ; so has lord Edward Ben- 
tinck ; and, in short, most people here^ 

We had a most ridiculous horse-race here 
last Tuesday^ on the plain de sablori ; be- 
tween the comte De Lauragais (whom you 
know), and lord Forbes an Irish peer- My 
lord won. All Paris was present, and most of 
the court. It was a fine mild morning ; and 
the spectacle of four thousand brilliant equi- 
pages, the young nobility of both sexes, 
&c. &c., was very pleasing. Some of the 
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princes of the blood were present; and 
there was a kind of second race among them 
afterwards. This frivolous giddy nation 
amused themselves with this trifle for three 
days. Lauragais*s younger brother was mar* 
ried the same mornings Madame P. disoUf 
momieur Lauragais tCafias un sou a donner a son 
frere ; voila powrquoi il se cassera la tSte^ comme 
un cadeau dt noees. 

The two Helvetiuses are impatient to see- 
you ; bnt not half sa much as mademoiselle 
La Vallerie and I are. We talk of you*evefy 
day* ■ " * 

Lady Berkeley is here^ with her two daugli« 
ters and -the young lord. Every creature 
pities the twa young ladies^ for the sad ex* 
ample a mother daily sets before their eyesj 
They soon return to England ; except my 
lord^ who is to continue here. 

I am ever, my sweet girl, with all possible 
tenderness, 

your affectionate father, 

John WixiKba. 



Dr. H* *♦♦♦♦♦ to Mr. Wilkes^ 

S6/A September f 1775.- 

AJR. H******* presents his respectful 
compliments to the lord^mayor and the lady- 
mayoress ; and takes the liberty of returning 
them his most hearty thanks for their great 
politeness to him yesterday^ and for their 
having been the means of his passing one of 
the most agreeable days be ever spent. He 
begs leave to acquaint his lordship, that he has 
beenthi&moming at the queen's^house: where 
he so fixed matters^ that his lordship^ and 
any three, or. four friends of his, may view it 
at their, own leisure^ and at whatever. houB 
is. most convenient to themyr— either on next 
Saturday, Monday, or Tuesday^ mornings^ 
They have only to inquire at the door for 
Mr. Cross, the head porter, and tell him 
they came from Dr. H* ******; and he will 
procure them immediate admittance. The 
doctor is extremely concerned that his being 
obliged to leave London on Saturday de* 
prives him of the honour of attending hift 
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lordship to the queen's-house ; and thinks it 
proper to observe, that he did not drop the 
most distant hint that his lordship was to. be 
of the intended party. If Dn H* ***** ♦ 
might take such a liberty, he would recom- 
mend it.- to the lady-mayoress to accompany 
ber father to Buckingham* house, as he is 
certain she will receive the highest pleasure 
from the sight of the delightful collection 
of pictures there. 



Tie Recorder to Mr. fVilkes. 

.John-street^ Bedford-row^ 
^ October 19, 1782. 

1 HAD rather Mr. alderman Wilkes should 
bear from myself than- from others, that I 
have abused his relation of the QAih of Sep- 
tember (the language as well as the sub« 
stance of it) to some of his worthy brothers 
of the court of aldermen.: and that I re- 
tracted nothing that I had said after I was 
told who had penned it ; but, on the con- 
trary, promised you a trimming for jour 
carelessness. 
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I have since discovered, that the defect in 
point of language was imputable to the re- 
corder^ who sent me a mutilated copy. This 
Relieves me irom ^the surprise I fdt that any 
vthing ill-penned could come from you. 

Now, my dear ^ir, let me^present to you 
tny humble remonstran<5e (you know you 
love a remonstrance), and a^parenthesis, upon 
the substance of this curiousTelation. How 
•could you— ^who I always understood did not 
love mischief for the sdke of mischief— as- 
sist in the fabricating such a relation ? 

I appeal to your own practice; with your 
talents, you never thought it prudent to ha- 
zard interfering in our judicial proceedings 
at the Old Bailey. Men who have not your 
talents are now called upon, on pain and pe- 
ril that may fall thereon, not to sit still and 
let the business go on. We shall have charm- 
ing deliberation ! very edifying, no doubt. 
For Heaven's sake get yourselves and us out 
of this scrape, by rescinding your resolution. 

I am, always, Mr: alderman Wilkes^s 
most humble servant^ 

Jaicbs E^tbs.' 
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LETTER I. 



Tuesday, 14 May. 

1 SHOULD set out for Scotland to-morrow ; 
but I will stay on purpose to have a dinner 
with lord Mountstuart and you. Let me 
know then^ by a note, this night if possi*^ 
ble, or to-morrow morning before ten, if 
that party can hold on Thursday, provided I 
can fix the third man. Send the note to me^ 
at lord Mount8tuart*s, Hill-street, Berkeley- 
square. I think our tavern should be the 
Crown and Anchor. 

Yours, &c. 

^ Jambs Boswell. 
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LETTER M. 

Thursday f \Bih November. 

DEAR SIR, 

JVlR.Boswcll will, with great pleasure^ obey 
the glad summons to Kensington-grove on 
Sunday next ; and is happy to understand, 
that mon revereud pere ViUette^, in the dis- 
charge of his duty, is to be there to receive 
the confession of John Wilkes, as an amende 
Jwmrabk to the Scotch. 

Courtenay told me this morning, when I 
asked him if he was to be with you, th* 
you did not know where he was. I do know: 
and if you will enclose his card to me, I wiU 
deliver it, and insure him in time. But he 
says, if you do not send soon^ he will be 
engaged. 

I am glad of every opportunity to assure 
you that I ever am, very gratefully, 

yours most sincerely, 

James Boswbx»Im 



• Mr. Villetle, so justly celebrated for his exemplary 
conduct in his situation of ordinary of Newgate, 
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LETTER III. 

Portland^street, Poi^tand^-place, 
Saturday^ June 23. 

MY DBAR Sl^y 

JL OU said to me yesterday of my magnum 
ojius, " it is a wonderful book." Do con- 
firm this to me, so as I may have your testis 
monium in my archives at Auchinleck. I 
itrust we shall meet while you are in town. 

Ever most truly yours, 

James Sosw ELL. 



LETTER IV. 



General Paoli'sj South Audletj-streetf 
\Q,th of May. 

DEAR SIR, 

As I undertook to be the negociator of 
the dinner at your house, the sheriff of bed- 
fordshire, his brother, and an old Vesuvius 
fellow-traveller, beg to know if next Sun- 
day .the 18th will be convenient for the 

VOL. IV. V 
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chamberlain of London ? — My best compli- 
ments to miss Wilkes. She knows my con* 
ditional threatening, that you have been 

moH beoH^Jiire^ 

Vale ! 

James Boswei^l. 



LETTER V. 

Wednesday f 2 15/ of May. 

^/iJR. Boswbll's compliments to Mn 
Wilkes. He rejoices to find he is so much 
better as to be abroad. He finds that it would 
not be unpleasant to Dr. Johnson to dine at 
Mr. Wilkes's. The thing would be so cu- 
riously benignant, it were a pity it should 
not take place. Nobody but Mr, Boswell 
should be asked to meet the doctor. — Mr. 
Boswell goes for Scotland, on Friday the 
30th. If then a card were sent to the doc- 
tor on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday, 
without delay, it is to be hoped he would be 
fixed ; and notice will be sent to Mr. Boswell. 
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LETTER Vr« 
MY BEAR SIR, 

JMLr. Ma lone, Mr. Courtenay, and I 
(your old travelling classical companion) will 
be much disappointed if you do not meet us 
to-day at Mr. Dilly's* ; where you will find 
wit, wine, and gaiete de coeur. Remember 
the jovial song, in which we read 

Talk no more of whig and tory ; 

I^et state affairs^ 

And worldly cares. 
Be thought of more at leisure. 

Your excuse therefore of being engaged 
to attend your duty in parliament, will not 
be allowed; and were the call^f- ever so 
strong, you would be time enough after 
some pleasant hours with us. 

* Bookseller in the Poultry. 

f There was a call of the house on that day, 

P 2 
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Your life is already too rich in incident to 
require another outlawry, to vary and animate 
your memoirs. But if you do not come, de- 
pend upon it you shall be outlawed by us 
as a competent tribunal ; and as lord Mans- 
field is nowold, and I, by my admission 'to 
the English'^bar (which you so agreeably ce- 
lebrated), am now in posse to succeed him, 
I give you a fair warning, that I differ 
80 much from his lordship, that your out- 
lawry shall noi be reversed. Let me address 
you in the words in which you ingeniously 
fancied lord Bute to address a great person- 
age at Rome : 

Nil mihi rescribas, attamen ipse veni. 



JOHN WILKB8> BSQ. 317 

JLE.TTEB VII. 

Edinburgh^ 
2Qth Max/, 1775. 

MY L0RD9\^ 

X c:alxbd at the mansion-bcnise when your 
loindship was out of town ; and faithfully re- 
stored your Cologn&gazettes, which afforded 
me much entertaiimient. fielieve me^ I am 
very sensible of your polite and obliging be- 
haviour to me. upon, every occasion, parti-» 
cularly when I was last in London. We 
were classical and gay at the mansion house, 
as when at Rome and Naples; nor did I 
coacern myself more with your wild politics, 
than you did with my dull Scotch law. 

I have recommended to > the care of 
Mr. Dilly, who is my charge d'affaires^ to 
get a pedigree of our family authenticated 
before your lordship; to be transmitted to 
my brother, a merchant at Valencia in Spain. 
It is a. matter of some consequence to him 
in that country ; and I am sure you will be 
kind enough to let it have all due solemnity. 



318 MEMOIRS OP 

It IS long since I enjoyed the pleasure of 
your correspondence. Will you renew it 
with me now ? I should value as curiosities 
of the iirst rate, lively sallies from a lord- 
mayor of London ; such as those from Mr. 
Wilkes, which are preserved in my cabinet. 

You did not like my addressing you, my 
lord, when I saw you in private. Having 
therefore, in the beginning of my letter^ 
paid the proper compliment to the chief-ma- 
gistrate of the city of London ; I shall con*- 
elude, as formerly, dear sir^ 

your very humble servant, 

JxMEa B0SWSLX». 

I beg my best compliments to miss Wilkes* 



LETT£R VIII. 

Saturday i ^Oth of Aprils 1778* 

MT DBAR SIR, 

1 CAMB up from North Britain some weeks 
ago; but I was hardly arrived, when Dr. 
Johnson carried me with him on a jaunt to 
Oxford, Lichfield (his native city), and Der 
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1[>yshire : so that I was like a sailor who has 
come off a long voyage, and is pressed in the 
harbour ; only that I was a volunteer under 
an illustrious philosophical commander. 
Since my return to the metropolis I have 
been so dissipated, that I have not hard the 
pleasure of being with you, my classical 
friend ; for though we differ widely in religion 
and politics, // y a des points ou nos ames sont 
uniesy as Rousseau said tame in his wild re- 
treat. 

I am delighted to find that my honoured 
friend and MecaBnas> my lord Mountstuart, 
made an excellent speech on the Scotch mi- 
Ktia bill; and I am peculiarly delighted to 
heir that you gave him lively applause. Et 
tUj Brute f may be applied to you in an amia- 
ble sense here. Will you make me happy, 
by telling me yourself how well you liked it ? 
If you knew his nobleness of soul as well as I 
do, you would almost allow him to be a 
prince of high prerogative ; because it would 
be only allowing a large power of doing 
good^ where there is a large inclination. 
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Will you please to let me know whaA 
iDoniing I can drink chocolate at an hour 
of luxurious leisure ? for I would not intrude 
upon your seasons of business. 

I always am^ as when in the elysium of 

Italy, 

dear sir, yours, 

with sincere good wishes, 

James Boswelu 



Edinburgh J . 
Ftbruary 14, 17&3. 

DEAR SIB, 

A HOPE to be with yon in London next 
month. In sir Alexander Dick's large col- 
lection of letters from eminent and inge- 
nious men, to which I have free access, I 
find a great many from Dr. Armstrong % 
some of which are very good. It is curious 
to observe with what fond praise he writes of 
you at one period, and with what atrabi- 
lious rage at another. — Sir Alexander, who is 
now inhiseightiethyear^^is very little changed 
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from what you have seen him.. I never saw 
a finer old age. He remembers you with 
lively pleasure. 

Pray, make my compliments acceptable 
to miss Wilkes ; and believe me to be, 
dear= sir, most socially yours, 

James Boswell. 



South Audley-streetj 
25th Mayj 1785. 

JVlR. BoswBLL presents his best compli- 
ments to Mr. and miss Wilkes : encloses 
Dr. Johnson's answer; and regrets much 
that so agreeable a meeting must be de« 
fcrred till next year, as Mr. Boswell is to 
set out for Scotland in a few days. Hopes 
Mr» Wilkes will write to him there. 

Inclosed. 

^'Maj/2^^ 1783. 

" Ma. Johnson returns thanks to Mr. and 
miss Wilkes for their kind invitation : but 
he is engaged for Tuesday, to sir Joshua 
Reynolds; and for Wednesday, to Mr. Pa- 
radise.'* p 5 
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[In Mr. Bosweil's Life of Dr. Johirson, 
there are two anecdotes of Mr. Wilkes 
which may be repeated here without impror 
priety.] 

^ Mt friend Mr. Dilly, bookseller in the 
Poultry, London^ invited me to meet Mr. 
Wilkes and some more gentlemen, at his 
house to dinner on Wednesday, the 5th of 
May, 1776. *Pray/ said I, Met us have 
Dr. Johnson.' ' What, with Mr. Wilkes ? 
not for the world' said Dilly ; ' Johnson 
would never forgive me.' ' Come,' said I, 
* if you will let me negociate for you, I will 
be answerable that all shall go well.' Dilly 
acquiesced. Boswell went to Johnson, and 
told him that Mr. Dilly sent his most respect- 
ful compliments, to him, and would be happy 
if he would do hini the honour to dine with 
him on Wednesday next, along with him 
[Boswell], as he must soon go to Scotland. 
Johnson replied, * I am obliged to Mr. Dilly ;. 
I will wait on him/ 

" Boswell. — * Provided, sir, I suppose^ 
that the company which he is to have are 
agreeable to youJ] ' 
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"Johnson, — ^ What do yoii mean^ sir? 
what do you take me for? Do you think I 
am so ignorant of the world, as to imagine 
that I am to prescribe to a gentleman what 
company he is to ha!ve at his table ?* 

*^ Boswell. — ^ I beg your pardon, sir^ for 
wishing to prevent you from meeting people 
whom you might not like. Perhaps he may 
b^ve some of his patriotic friends.* 

" Jdhnsoii. — * What care /for his patriotic 

Aiends ?^ 

"Boswell. — * I should not be surprised to ' 

find Jack Wilkes there/ 

*^ Johnson.^ — * And if Jack Wilkes should 
be there, what is that to me ?' 

" On the Wednesday, I waited on John? 
son, and took him to Dilly's.. When we 
entered the drawing room, he found himself 
in the midst of a company he did not know^ 
I: observed him whispering to Dilly, * Who 
is that^ gentleman ?' ^ Arthur Lee,* said 
Dilly. — Johnson. * Too, too, too,* (under 
his breath,) which was one of his habi- 
tual murmurings. Lee was obnoxious to 
Johnson, because he was an American pa* 
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triot.* * And who is the gentleman in lace ? ' 
— ' Mr. Wilkes, sir/ This information con-. 
bounded bim sttll more : he had some diffi'-. 
cuUy to restrain himself ; and, taking up a 
book, he sat down on a window-seat. £ut 
the cheering sound of ' Dinner is on the 
table/ roused him from bis reverie. 

We all sat down without any symptom oCill- 
humour. Mn Wilkes placed himself next to 
Dr. Johnson, and behaved to him with. so 
much-attention and politeness, that he gained 
upon him insensibly. Mr. Wilkes was very 
assiduous in helping bim to some veal. ^ Pray^ 
give me leave, sir — it is better here — a little of 
the brown — some fat— a little of the stufr 
fing — some gravy— let me have the pleasure 

* At llie coiumenccment of the American contest, 
this Mr. Lee wrote a tract of much celeUrity, cnlillecf^ 
^ An Appeal to the Justice and Interest^ of the People 
of Great Britain, on the present Disputes with America/' 
DMy declined to print it; because he thought the sale 
would not be sufficient to defray the mechanical ex- 
pences; upon which. Dr. Franklin sent it to Mr. Almon, 
who accepted it. There were many thousands of it circu- 
lated, both in Engltod and America. It was the best 
tract on Ihe subject at that tiine* Editor,, 
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of giving you sortie butter/ &c. ^Sir, sir,* 
said Johnson, * I am obliged to you, sir/ 
bowing, and turning his head to him with a 
look of surly virtue — but in a short while of 
complacency^ 

^* After a little conversation^ Dr. Johnson 
and Mr, Wilkes became very good-humour- 
ed, were very social, and agreeable to eacb 
other. Mr. Wilkes remarked^ that among 
all the bold flights of Sbakspeare*s imagina- 
tion,, the boldest was the making Birnam- 
wood march to Dunsinane ; creating a wood 
where there never was a shrub — a wood ia 
Scotland ! Ha ! ha ! ha 1 And he also observ* 
ed, that the clannish slavery of the highlands 
of Scotland was the. single exception to Mil^ 
tone's remark of * the mountain n3mf>ph, sweet 
Liberty,' being worshipped in all hilly coun- 
tries. — Mr. Lee mentioned some Scotch who 
had taken possession of a barren part of 
America, and wondered they should choose 
ft. Johnson said> 'Why, sir, all barrenness 
is comparative ; the Scotch would not know 
it lo be bairen.' — Amidst some patriotic 
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groans, Wilkes said, ^ Poor old England is* 
lost !' Johnson replied, **Sir,it is not so much 
to be lamented that old England is lost, as 
that the Scotch have found it.* Wilkes re- 
joined. Had lord Bute governed Scotland 
only, I should not have taken the trouble to 
write his eulogy, and dedicate Mortimer tO' 
him.' 

" I attended Johnson home; and had the sa- 
tisfaction to hear him tell Mrs. Williams how 
much he had been pleased with Mr. Wilkes*iS 
company, and what an agreeable day he had 
passed.'* 

The other anecdote is the following. — In 
May 1781, Mr. Wilkes, Dr. Johnson, and 
Mr. Boswell, dined again at Mr. Dilly's* 
Mr. Boswell relates the conversation in this 
manner. 

" Wilkes. — * I have been thinking, Dr^ 
Johnson, that there should be a bill brought 
into parliament that the controverted elec- 
tions for Scotland should be tried in that 
country, at their own abbey of Holy-rood 
House, and not here ; for the consequence 
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of trying them here is, that we have an in- 
undation of Scotchmen, who come up and 
never go back again^ Now here is Boswell, 
who is come up on the election for his own 
county, which will not last a fortnight.' 

*' Johnson. — * Nay, sir, I see no reason 
why they should be tried at all ; for you know 
one Scotchman is as good as another. 

*^ Wilkes. — ^ Pray, . Boswell, how much 
may be got in a year by an advocate at the 
Scotch bar ?* 

" Boswell, — ^ I believe, two thousand 
pounds/ 

** Wilke». — * How can it be possible to 
ilpend that money irt Scotland ?' 

^ Johnsoi>. — ^Why, sir, the money may 
be spent in England : but there is a harder 
i^uestibn. If one man in Scotland gets pos- 
session of two thousand pounds, .what re- 
mains for all the rest of the nation V 

" Wilkes. — * You know, in the last war, the 
immense booty which Thurot carried off by 
the complete plunder of seven Scotch isles : 
he embarked with threc-andsi^Jience.* *^ 



LETTERS 

OF 

J 

DOCTOR WARTON* 



LETTER I. 



SackvUle-streetf 
Januari^ 9.2y 1792. 

MY DEAR SIR,, 

JL OU will greatly oblige me, if you would 
be so kind to let me have a sight of the vo- 
lumes of Pope you mentioned last night ; o£ 
which, you may depend, the greatest care 
shall be taken. And I will return them ta 
you before I leave town, and no soul shall 
see them. I am always, dear sir, 

very faithfully and sincerely yours, 

Jos. Warton, 
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LETTER IIv 

Winchester f, Feb. 6, 179£. 

MY D^AR SIR> 

A AM very, moch flattered by the strong 
testimony of friendship which your very kind 
letter brought roe. The prospect you held 
out would indeed be equally pleasant and 
profitable^ if it were- possible for me at pre^ 
sent to engage in such an undertakings as 
publishing a complete editbn of Pope* 
But I will own to you, I will not lose sight 
of it ; and should be happy to have you- 
as a fellow-labourer. If I had seen yoit 
before I left town, I would have informed 
you. that I am sending* up to the press 
an Appendix, to. my Essay on Pope ; a pam- 
phlet of about thirteen pages» I trust you 
may see in it some entertaining particulars. 
I find myself obliged frequently to contra>- 
diqt Johnson, as well as Warburton. 

By the way, what would be the conse- 
quencei of a new edition of Pope's worksj. 
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with respect to the present proprietors of 
the copy-right? This perhaps might be 
managed: or rather, the right, by this- 
time, must be extinguished^ 

You will do me an inexprtssible favour, 
if you have ever any leisure, to give a line- 
of the news stirring ; and particularly any 
relating to our . friend, Mr. ttastingSi I^ 
beg my best respects to- miss Wilkes : and: 
1 am,, my dear sir, with true regard> 

your faithful, afFectibttate, 

and obliged servant. 



A 
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August ^Qi^ VJ^$. • 

MY D^AB SIB, 

Jl peed onlhebopes of dining with yoli oti 
Monday the 26th instant, if the wenther 
continues good; but beg you to consider, 
tihat I do not make an ^bsplut^ engagement, 
but will take my cbance of finding you 4t 
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home. I must return that night to New- 
port. Though I have a thousand things 10^ 
say to you, I can now only add that 

I am> dear sir, 
very feithfuUy and sincerely yours, 

J* Warton. 
My best compliments to miss Wilkes, i£ 
with you* 



LETTER IV*- 

Wickham^ near Fdreham^ 
July 11, 1796. 

MT DEAR SIR, 

JniAVING' made an kiquuy hi which I was 
much interested — whether you were got to 
your delightful cottage in the island, I re* 
ceived authentic information from a gentle- 
man who saw you last Saturday at the Foun* 
tain inn at Portsmouth, that you passed 
through that place on that day. I design to 
give myself the great pleasure of dining with: 
you at Sandown on Wednesday, the 20th 
inst ; but would beg you not to break, 
through any engag^sment you may have, leat 
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I should be prevented, by weather or acci'^ 
dent^. from putting my pjan into execution*^ 
Believe me always, dear sir, 
your affectionate and very faithful friend, 

and bumble servant, 

J. Warton. 



LETTER V. 

Wickhaniy jiugust^O, 1797* 

MY DEAR SIR,^ 

At was my fixedintention to have enjoyed 
the great pleasure of visiting you in the island 
this week. But you and I-have lived: long, 
enough to be frequently disappointed and de- 
feated in executing many a favourite scheme. 
*— A very untoward accident totally prevents 
a possibility, of waiting on you, as I hoped 
todo. About ten day sago, Lwenttolord 
Malmesbury, ^t Park-place ;. to meet in big 
absence, and by his desire and appointment, 
a- very agreeable party ,-t— lord St. Helens, 
sir Brook Boothby, Mr. C. Ellis, Mr. Freer, 
sir Harry Englefield, , &c. Sec A gentle 
tide round the charming grounds and park 
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being proposed, and I objecting to ride a 
strange horse, I was assured over and over 
that the horse brought for me was remark- 
ably quiet and safe, and one that lord Malmes- 
bury always rode himself. The instant I 
mounted, this quiet horse kicked and 
plunged, reared, &c. and threw me off on 
my side: fortunately without breaking arm, 
l?g> or skull; but straining and wrenching 
the large muscle under the arm. I was 
blooded, oppodeldoc'd, &c. and got home 
as I could ; but the rheumatism having fal- 
len on the part, is very painful, and a Jfit of 
tke^out in my foot has followed,-^ A long 
detail of myself you will think, if not say. 
At present I am confined to my chair. 

Your neighbour miss Carter is with us. 
Let me know how long you shall continue 
in t-he island. I am afraid we shall not have 
peace. My wife joins in best compliments 
to miss Wilkes. J am always, my dear sir, 

with true regard, 
yours faithfully and affectionately, 

J. Warton. 
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LETTER VI. 

Wickham^ Sept. SO, 17S7. 
MY PEAR sxa, 

JL HOPE you are safely housed in Grosvenor- 
square, and escaped the pelting storms which 
have assailed your delightful island. We 
shall not, I fear, so easily escape our poli- 
tical terape&ts; — So then, all hopes of peace 
are vanished. You are in the midst of the 
world. I am quite out of it. 

Do you see, or is it worth your while to 
see, how I have been attacked in the last 
Monthly Review ? Principally because I, 
a grave doctor, should have dared to insert 
in my edition of Pope the sober advice from 
Horace, and the admirable pleadings of Scrib- 
lerus concerning the Double Mistress, both 
which Pope himself had inserted in an edition 
published by his friend Dodsley. 1 cannot but 
smile at such an impotent attack. — The same' 
good critic is also angry that I should have 
interwoven what I had before said in my Es- 
say on Pope ; — to do which was one of the 
principal motives for my undertaking the 
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edition. You may be assured I laid my ac- 
count and expected to be attacked, and 
therefore bear such a bombardment with pa- 
tience and insensibility. 

But I have been only this morning inform- 
ed,, that I have been unmercifully scourged in 
the last edition of the Pursuits of Literature, 
which I have not seen. I much wish you 
could hear, and would let me know, who is 
the author of that strange work. Surely the 
•verse part of it is the most harsh, crabbed* 
and obscure, that has been produced since 
the days of Persius.; and evidently written 
for the sake of the long pedantic notes. One 
shall hardly see such drawcansir-work. 
Every body is censured and abused. The 
satirist defies discovery, saying it will be im- 
possible to find him out. All I say relates 
to i\\Q first edition ; not having seen the last. 
Give me a line on this subject. 

My best remembrances and compliments td 
miss Wilkes. 

I am, my dear sir, with true regard, 
very faithfully and sincerely yours, 

J. Warton. 
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Three Letters^ from various Correspondents, 

Dublin, June %St 1782. 

« 

I SHOULD, my dear sir, have performed my 
promise at Holyhead, had not my arriving 
Almost at the instant of the packet's depar- 
ture deprived me of that pleasure. My jour- 
ney through England and part of North 
Wales was much more pleasant than I had 
reason to expect : as the storm of rain which 
appeared to be local previous to my leaving 
London, I found had extended quit€ across 
our island ; producing the pleasing effects of 
a temperate atmosphere, and roads free from 
dust, — circumstances which, in more su- 
perstitious times, a traveller would have con- 
sidered as omens of a propitious nature. 
A passage of twenty-six hours, with but 
little variety, opened to me a prospect of 
Dublin-harbour; which, I am told, resem- 
bles the bay of Naples. Whether the par- 
tiality of the Irish has magnified the beauties 
of >lhe watery avenue to their capital by 
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such a comparison or not, I am not compe- 
tent to decide. That it has its beauties, like 
all other large bays surrounded with hills 
and cultivated shores, I readily admit ; but 
I cannot suppose that we need make a 
voyage to the Mediterranean for prospects 
equally extensive and pleasing. Our own 
.coast will furnish them, and with the addi- 
tion of some circumstances more picturesque 
and magnificent. The sound and harbour 
of Plymouth, from mount Edgecumbe ; and 
the more extensive scenes of St. Helenas, 
Spithead, and Portsmouth, from the Isle of 
Wight ; if they do not eclipse, will ever re- 
main very formidable rivals to all the beau- 
ties of the bay of Dublin. — ^The city, from the 
little I have yet seen, appears to be an imper- 
fect miniature of London : the scale is but 
small, and the resemblance not quite correct. 
The people are anxious for improvement, and 
are perfectly united . They hold a language of 
which many other European nations are 
ashamed, perhaps, because it is the Ian* 
guage of freedom ; and they have taught a 

VOL. IV. Q 
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parliament corrupt to a proverb, to assume a 
conduct of virtue by rendering due (though 
compulsive) obedience to the majesty of the 
people. 

The doctrines of Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Thomas Pitt, gave rise to Mr. Flood's idea 
of the necessity of a formal renunciation 
of all right in the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain to legislate either externally or inter- 
nally for this country : and though Mr. 
Grattan, and nearly the whole nation, seem- 
ed satisfied with an implicit renunciation of 
the repeal of the 5th of George I. , yet J 
have no doubt that Mr. Flood will receive 
a support equal to that which Mr. <jrrattan 
has experienced, and that the volunteers 
will soon resolve " that what is confessedly 
understood to be implied, ought clearly and 
fully to be expressed.*' On this business Mr. 
Fitzpatrick, is said to be gone to England ; 
and the ^parliam^st stands adjourned to the 
middle of next month, iforhis return. 

The Irish are -not yet sufficiently refined 
tQ comprehend the Bubjime and beautiful idea 
of subordinate liberty^ T^^y have been v^ry 
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attentive to the conduct of the father of 
that idea, and " the prophet has butlittle ho- 
nour amongst his countrymen.*' The asser- 
tion, one day, that partial freedom is a most 
invidious mode of slavery ; and on another, 
that Ireland is only intitled to her subordi*- 
nate rights ; are declarations frequently the 
subject of conversation and of ridicule. Till 
every thing is finally settled between the two 
kingdoms, the people here will be alive to 
suspicion. — The late speech, of lord Abing- 
don has spread an alarm. Clear and uniform 
as his lordship ever has been relative to 
America, they are surprised at his ambiguity 
on the subject of Ireland : and when he 
spoke of sacrificing every thing in support 
of the rights of England, without explain^ 
ing what he meant ; and reserved himself 
till the next session for a discussion of the 
subject ; the Irish concluded that something 
remained unfriendly and dangerous to them^ 
This, at present, is a cause of jealousy ; and 
if Mr. Fitzpatrick should return without a 
full and explicit renunciation, their suspi- 
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cions will be confirmed^ and their gratitude 
turned into resentment. 

The volunteers have been misrepresented 
and misunderstood in England. They prin- 
cipally consist of the first and middle classes 
of the people (not of the lower order armed 
and paid by subscription) ; and from the ro^ 
tation of command (except as to their ge- 
xierals and colonels) they presK-re a perfect 
equalityr A peer in the rankft commanded 
by a tradesman, is comtlQon r an officer one 
month » and a private man Ihe next No 
country, except America, has lately ex* 
hibited such a scene : the first and best of 
citizens in arms, asserting their rights j de- 
riving importance not so much from their 
rank and property, as from the 2eal with 
which they pursue their object, and the per- 
fection to which they have attained in the 
military art. If hereafter they can inspire 
ibe common people with industry, and will 
give proper encouragement to agriculture 
and manufactures — depressed as they are at 
present, they cannot fail of bein^; a rich and 
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prosperous people. But I will not any longer 
tire your patience with my loose observations. 

My stay here will be about a week from 
this date. I shall then go to Limerick for 
a few days, and from thence to Cork ; where 
1 shall be happy to receive a line from you, 
directed to me at Mr. William Howell's, 
merchant, in that city. If you write by any 
post from the 8th to the nth of July, it 
cannot escape me. It will give me pleasure 
to hear that you have made a final settle- 
ment with my good friend in Palace-yard, 
and to your mutual satisfaction. 

You will make my respectful compli- 
ments to miss Wilkes ; and believe me al- 
ifvays, very truly, yours, &c. 

S. MULLETT. 



St. James's f Julj/ 2, 1784* 
DEAR SIR, 

A HAVE received the packet for the duchess 
De la Valiere, and am very glad it came just 
when I had directed a messenger to be in 
readiness to set off for Paris. 
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I beg leave to assure you, sir, how very 
sensible I am of the flattering expressions of 
regard contained in the very polite letter you 
sent to me with it ; and shall be at all times 
happy to merit a continuance of your good 
opinion. Believe me, dear sir, 

your very faithful humble servant,. 

Carmabthen. 



Thursday Evenings 

WlR* Sewell, of Hadley, sends herewith 
his respectful compliments to Mr. Wilkes, 

with the medal of Trajan's bridge over the 
Danube ; and with another of that emperor. 
Under the arch, *' danvbivs'* is quite ef- 
faced. One arch only on the medal : there 
were twenty arches. The whole length of 
the bridge was 4370 Roman feet (5280 
Roman feet to a Roman mile) somewhat 
less than an English mile ; the length some- 
what less than four fifths of an English mile* 



JOHN WILKES^ ESd. 343 

What a pity it is, that this medal was not 
known when Westminster and Blackfriarg 
bridges were* framed ! 

If Mr. Wilkes does not set out before 

eight to morrow morning, Mr. Sewell will 

wait on him at seven at his inn, to consult 

acbout getting a complete draught of this 

bridge by some eminent master in Lon-* 

don. 

William Sewell, 

Perhaps this medal is not to be found 
elsewliere in the world. 



On the peace in 1783, Mr. Wilkes 
joined Mr. Pitt's party in parliament, which 
occasioned some schism among his friends: 
and from this time he voted with Mr. Pitt 
in all his principal measures. The alterna- 
tive that appeared to him most easy was, to 
adhere to those whom he had joined, rather 
than to return to those whom he had left. 
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